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JAIL FOR 
DRUGS 
TUNNELS 




Jason Whiley — behind bars 


Report by James Fisher 


A FATHER-of-fourfrom Brierley Hill involved in a cannabis 
factory discovered in a historic network of tunnels near 
Stourbridge has been jailed for two-and-a-half years. 

Jason Whiley had denied growing more than 800 cannabis plants in a 
section of the sprawling Drakelow Tunnels, located deep underground 
at Kingsford Country Park near Kinver. 

But a jury found him guilty of being concerned in the production of cannabis with a 
street value of about £650,000. Whiley was given a jail sentence of two-and-a-half years 
at Hereford Crown Court last week. Whiley, of Thorns Avenue, had claimed he had been 
employed as a labourer by a friend to clear rubbish and debris from the tunnels, which 
were first opened during the early 1940s as a top secret complex and were designated a 


Borough is 
top in region 
for recycling 

DUDLEY are the region’s recycling 
champs with more and more families 
recycling their waste. 

Dudley led the way in the entire 
West Midlands with its recycling rate 
up from 35.6 per cent in 2013/14 to 
42.2 per cent in 2014/15. 

Walsall also improved from 41.1 
per cent to 42 per cent but Sandwell’s 
rate fell from 44.6 per cent to 40.9 
and Wolverhampton from 45.5 per 
cent to 44.1 per cent. Across the 
region, the average waste recycling 
rate was 42.4 per cent. 

England as a whole saw rates im¬ 
prove from 44.5 per cent to 44.7 for 
the year to the end of March. 

Chief executive of recycling busi¬ 
ness Suez, David Palmer-Jones, said 
the UK has a target of reaching the 
50 per cent European Union bench¬ 
mark by 2020. 

He added: “For the UK to achieve 
its agreed EU target of 50 per cent 
recycling rates for household waste, 
England has to improve its perfor¬ 
mance.” 

The West Midlands ranked sev¬ 
enth out of nine English regions for 
recycling with Birmingham having 
the lowest rate in the region at 26.6 
per cent, down from 28.7 per cent. 


Demolition 
teams move 
in at pub site 

DEMOLITION teams have moved 
on to the site of a boarded up land¬ 
mark pub in Dudley as work is about 
to start on tearing down the building 
to make way for a supermarket. 

The King Arthur will be replaced 
by a new Aldi store in the new year. 

The 1930s pub, at the junction of 
Birmingham new Road and Priory 
Road, will be flattened over the com¬ 
ing weeks. 

Workers on site say they expect 
demolition of the roadhouse style 
pub, which failed to get support as 
a heritage building, will start by this 
week. 

Demolition workers have been on 
site removing last remaining fixtures 
from inside the pub which closed in 
2012. 

Since its closure it has been 
plagued by vandalism and an arson 
attack causing concerns for residents 
living nearby. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin sur¬ 
veyed 900 people in the area when 
plans surfaced for the new super¬ 
market and he found that eight out 
of ten people supported plans for a 
supermarket. 

Supermarket bosses say the new 
1,000 sq ft store will create 40 jobs. 


nuclear bunker during the Cold War. 

The 41-year-old had denied the charges 
after he was arrested by police who raided a 
section of the tunnels, which in total cover 
about 250,000 sq ft and span three-and-a- 
half miles, in November 2013. 

Whiley had claimed he had been asked to 
clear out the tunnel in March of the same 
year by a friend - who he refused to name - 
and had spent seven or eight days removing 
breeze blocks and other detritus. 

But he said he had no involvement in 
cultivating the hundreds of cannabis plants 
that were discovered by police at various 
stages of growth. 

Police said it would have cost several 
thousands of pounds to purchase all of the 
equipment to grown the cannabis. 

Fortified 

Officers forced their way into the tunnels 
through a fortified metal door and then dis¬ 
covered another door behind which lay an 
area split into rooms where the plants were 
growing. 

The plants in the main room were 
found under specialist lighting on timers 
to ensure they had the right amount of 
light. They uncovered 564 mature canna¬ 
bis plants in a main growing room in the 
tunnels. A further 321 immature cannabis 
plants were discovered split in two further 
rooms. 

Whiley’s fingerprints had been found on 
plastic sheeting and equipment by police 
during the raid. 

He had admitted seeing plant pots, com¬ 
post bags and other implements in a sec¬ 
tion of the tunnels but said it wasn’t his 
‘business to know’ what the equipment was 
being used for. 

Mr Timothy Sapwell, prosecuting, said 
that Whiley watered the cannabis plants 
and set up woodwork inside the tunnels. 



Comic says this gong 
is for his home town 


Not bad for a Dudley lad — A laughing Sir Lenny delighted after 
receiving his knighthood from the Queen at Windsor Castle 


Arise Sir Lenny 

IT’S Dudley’s knight — Sir Lenny He said it was a ‘huge thing’ for 


Henry, comedian and actor, was all 
smiles as he received a knighthood 
from the Queen and dedicated it to 
the people of Dudley. 

The Dudley-born Comic Relief co¬ 
founder was recognised for services 
to drama and charity. 

He also dedicated the honour to 
anyone who had been involved with 
the charity in its 30 years. 

After being honoured by the 
Queen at Windsor Castle on Fri¬ 
day, the 57-year-old said: “It’s just 
an extraordinary thing.” 


all those involved in Comic Relief 
and anyone who had anything to do 
with his progress. 

“It’s a wonderful honour, it’s for 
them and the people of Dudley and 
my family.” 

Sir Lenny joked if he ever fell in 
a canal while wearing his weighty 
medal, he would be ‘going down’. 

He added: “I’m a working-class 
kid from Dudley. I was born in very 
lowly circumstances, so for me to 
be here is a huge honour and com¬ 
pletely unimaginable.” 


BILLS 

Thousands having to 
pay more council tax 

THOUSANDS of families in Dudley will 
have to pay bigger council tax bills after 
changes put forward by council chiefs 
were approved at a meeting. 

Vulnerable groups, low earners, single 
people and students who currently benefit 
from the council tax reduction scheme face 
paying more. 

The changes could affect up to 9,815 
households in Dudley. 

Councillors at the cash-strapped au¬ 
thority supported plans for all working age 
households to pay at least 20 per cent of 
their council tax. 

ACCUSED 

Six fans are facing 
charges after attack 

SIX teenagers accused of an attack 
after a Wolves match that left a Watford 
fan in a coma will appear before a court 
on January 18. 

Daniel Lloyd, of Longfellow Road, 
Dudley; Joseph Lister, of Palmer Close, 
Wednesfield; Ryan Meer, of Watling 
Street, Gailey - all aged 18 - appeared 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court along¬ 
side Robert Beech, 19, of Springhill 
Road, Wednesfield; and two younger 
boys all accused of wounding with in¬ 
tent. All were granted conditional bail. 


DEATH 

Pensioner hit by 
two cars is named 

A PENSIONER who died after being hit by 
a car was named by police after it emerged 
he was struck by a second vehicle as he 
lay in the road. 

Leslie Marks, aged 66, was crossing 
Amblecote High Street at the junction with 
Brettell Lane when he was struck by a red 
Vauxhall Corsa. A man aged 25 was ar¬ 
rested and released on bail. Police said Mr 
Marks, from Wordsley, was hit by a second 
vehicle, a black 4x4 type, as he lay in the 
road and that vehicle did not stop 

The tragedy happened on November 29 
at around 6.50pm. Call 101 or Crimestop- 
pers anonymously on 0800 555111. 
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Thousands living in fear of eviction 


LANDLORDS in the Black Country 
filed more than 3,000 court claims to 
evict tenants over 12 months. 

The Ministry of Justice figures show that people 
who live in rented properties in Dudley, Sandwell 
and Wolverhampton are among the most at risk 
of being booted out of their homes in the West 
Midlands. 

Homelessness charity Shelter has expressed 
fears for the increasing number of people in the 
region facing eviction. 

Between October 1, 2014, and September 30 
this year, landlords issued 1,075 repossession 


claims in Sandwell - a rate of one in every 49 
rented homes in the borough. The figures showed 
that during the same period there were 898 court 
applications in Wolverhampton (one in 50 proper¬ 
ties) and 753 in Dudley (one in 54). 

Those three Black Country boroughs ranked 
fourth, fifth and sixth respectively as the most 
risky areas in the West Midlands for renting 
homes. 

Devastating 

Alison Mohammed, director of services at Shel¬ 
ter, said: “Each and every week hundreds of peo¬ 
ple in the region receive a notice through the door 


with the devastating news that they might lose 
their home. 

“We speak to parents every day who are des¬ 
perately trying to keep a roof over their children’s 
heads, but with rents soaring and housing sup¬ 
port being slashed, many are finding themselves 
at breaking point.” 

Shelter has stated that more families are at risk 
of eviction due to cuts in housing benefit and a 
lack of affordable homes to buy. 

Ms Mohammed added: “Over 2,400 children in 
the West Midlands will wake up homeless and in 
temporary accommodation this Christmas and, 
tragically, the situation looks set to get worse.” 


Mosque land battle 
to cost council £40k 

CASH-STRAPPED Dudley Coun¬ 
cil is to pay £40,000 to Dudley 
Muslim Association to buy back 
land subject to a decade-long 
battle over a proposed mosque. 

Council bosses have decided to hand 
over the sum in order to regain own¬ 
ership of the site in Hall Street. They 
hope the money will then be recouped 
by selling the land. 

The saga over the plans to build the 
mosque was brought to an end last month 
when appeal judges ruled in favour of the 
council’s bid to seize back the land. 

The amount owed by the council would 
have been much higher but the DMA was 
ordered to contribute £114,000 towards the 
council’s legal costs following the hearing. 

Dudley Council is currently trying to 
find £20 million worth of savings over the 
next three years. Finances bosses said the 
£40,000 bill would be met from its capital 
budget. 

Transferred 

They expect to have the land back in its 
ownership in January and said they antic¬ 
ipate there being some ‘site issues’ to ad¬ 
dress before the site is put on the market. 

A report by the council’s chief executive, 

Sarah Norman, and council strategic direc¬ 
tor, Philip Tart, said: “The DMA was or¬ 
dered to pay a contribution to the council’s 
legal costs amounting to £114,451.30 and 
the Hall Street land has to be transferred 
to the council by January 22, 2016. At the 
same time, the council has to pay to the 
DMA the purchase price of approximately 
£155,000. Therefore, the net sum payable 
by the council to the DMA will be approxi¬ 
mately £40,000. 

The authority spent more than £200,000 
on legal costs battling the mosque bid, 
which proved to be controversial in the 
town and sparked five demonstrations by 
far-right groups. More than 80,000 peo¬ 
ple signed petitions against plans for the 
mosque, which would have replaced Castle 
Hill’s Dudley Central Mosque. 

Council leader Peter Lowe said the coun¬ 
cil had offered to help DMA find a suitable 
site for a new mosque, after the association 
said it had outgrown the Castle Hill prem¬ 
ises and that ‘door will be open to them 
should they wish to proceed’. 


Adam’s pie is pork of the town 



Proud - butcher Adam Lang, of Wollaston, with a tray full of his award-winning Darters Delight pork pies 


A CREATIVE butcher has re¬ 
turned from a national competi¬ 
tion with the overall champion pie 
crown after wowing judges. 

Adam Lang, who runs Langs of 
Wollaston, beat strong competition 
to claim eight golds at the English 
Winter Fair. The 38-year-old from 
Sedgley used special ingredients 
to claim the top prizes for his New 
Yorker, Christmas Cracker and 
Darter’s Delight, which claimed the 
overall title. 

The annual event, run by Staf¬ 


fordshire and Birmingham Agri¬ 
cultural Society, took place at the 
Staffordshire County Showground. 

Mr Lang said: “Our shop is very 
much a family affair and we’ve 
been based here for six years now. 

“More and more people seem to 
be coming back to butchers and it’s 
nice to get some rewards for all our 
hard work. 

“I was up until 11pm the night 
before the show and then 4am 
the following morning getting 
everything ready.” 


The seasonal Christmas Cracker 
included a layer of sausage meat, 
stuffing, turkey breast, ox tongue 
and cranberry sauce. 

One of the secret ingredients 
in the New Yorker was a layer of 
gherkins and the Darter’s Delight 
included three layers of pork pie 
meat either side of mature cheese 
and black pudding. 

Golds were also handed out for 
the more traditional steak and kid¬ 
ney, Malvern Gold pork pie and 
three types of sausage. 


One in ten 
drivers to 
have drink 

TWELVE per cent of drivers in the West 
Midlands plan to have one or more alco¬ 
holic drinks this Christmas and still get 
behind the wheel. 

Of these, 23 per cent believe they will 
be over the legal limit when they take 
to the road. Their attitude has been de¬ 
scribed as ‘shocking and inexcusable’. 

The figures come from a survey car¬ 
ried out by Co-op Insurance. It coincides 
with the launch of West Midlands Po¬ 
lice’s annual campaign to tackle motor¬ 
ists who get behind the wheel while high 
on drugs or after drinking alcohol. 

Police will use a £40,000 Government 
grant to carry out roadside drug tests 
using handheld testing kits. 

In the new Co-op survey, the West 
Midlands came third in the country in 
the league of shame for drink drivers. 

Nick Ansley, head of motor insurance 
at The Co-op, said: “The fact that driv¬ 
ers believe that they are going to be over 
the limit when they drive this Christmas 
is not only shocking but inexcusable. 

“The effect of drink driving is 
far-reaching and can have devastating 
consequences for the drivers themselves, 
their passengers, other road users and 
their communities. We are urging people 
to designate a driver this Christmas to 
ensure that everyone gets home safely.” 

The survey included the top 10 reasons 
why people take the risk of drinking and 
driving. The most common excuse - 31 
per cent - was that people felt it will not 
harm anyone, followed by taxis being too 
expensive (28 per cent) and not wanting 
to walk home (25 per cent). 

Rock Houses In 
a grotto revamp 

VISITORS can soak up the festive at¬ 
mosphere at Kinver’s Rock Houses this 
weekend. 

There will be traditional decorations 
and mulled wine while youngsters can 
explore the woodland on a family trail 
where they can peer inside bird boxes to 
find messages and questions all about 
the festive season. 

Inside the Holy Austin Rock Houses 
visitors will find the fires blaze and holly 
and ivy adorning the mantelpieces 

Father Christmas will be his cave 
grotto where youngsters can visit him. 
Children can tell him their Christmas 
wishes and get a gift for £2. The event 
runs on both days from 1pm until 6pm. 

For details call (01384) 872553 or visit 
www. national trust. org.uk/kinver-edge- 
and-the-rock-houses 

Christmas fair is 
in aid of Staffies 

A CHRISTMAS fair, including craft 
stalls, is being held in the Rock Zombie 
Club in King Street, Dudley, on Satur¬ 
day from 11am to raise funds for the 
Room for One More Staffordshire bull 
terrier rescue charity, which is based in 
Stourbridge. 
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Broken Dentures? 


The Dental Shop 

Emergency Denture 
Repairs 

Daytime 01384 413444 
Out of hours 07701 067261 
201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 
Est. 1981 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 
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Landmark is 
likely to be 
demolished 
in new year 

DUDLEY Hippodrome could be de¬ 
molished early in the new year after 
councillors backed controversial plans 
to knock down the former theatre. 

They want the building removed ‘at 
the earliest opportunity’ despite pleas 
from campaigners and opposition 
councillors. 

But there will be a consultation pe¬ 
riod and the Friends of Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome group has been given until 
the end of the month to put together a 
realistic proposition for taking it over. 
A final decision is expected in January 

The controlling Labour group reit¬ 
erated its stance when Dudley Coun¬ 
cil met but came under pressure from 
opposition councillors, who called on 
them to support the plan to restore 
the 1930s building, while the open 
space proposals were derided as ‘glo¬ 
rified pavements’. 

The Theatre Trust has also sent a 
letter to the council, pleading with 
bosses save the Hippodrome due to 
its cultural significance. 

Development boss Councillor Khur- 
shid Ahmed said: “Despite what has 
been suggested to the contrary, there 
has been no agenda on the council’s 
part to demolish this building come 
what may. Over the last three years 
the council has been true to its word 
in terms of inviting and assessing pro¬ 
posals to establish whether there was 
a viable future for this building. 

“Without a revised proposal we 
think, in the current financial climate, 
it is no longer affordable to bear the 
cost of this building with no realistic 
chance of moving forward.” 

PM reception 
for NHS staff 

HEALTH and care staff from Dudley 
attended a special reception hosted by 
Prime Minister David Cameron at 10 
Downing Street. 

The visit was part of a new partner¬ 
ship that aims to transform the future 
of the NHS. 

The All Together Better Partner¬ 
ship will see health and social care 
in Dudley transformed, with a new 
model allowing patients to access spe¬ 
cialist care out of hospital. 

Dudley is one of just 50 pioneering 
sites helping to deliver the five-year 
forward view, the national vision for 
the future of health services. 

Janet Beddows, lead nurse for the 
project, and Paul Maubach, chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer of Dudley CCG, joined 
NHS colleagues at the event. 

Songsters lead 
charity concert 

KINGSWINFORD’S Gentlemen 
Songsters Male Voice Choir will be 
joined by Sovereign Brass and choir of 
Ashwood Park Primary School, Word- 
sley, for its Christmas charity concert 
on Saturday at Dudley Town Hall. 


Backing agreed on move to protect pubs 


A PROPOSAL demanding the protection of land¬ 
mark pubs in Dudley has been supported by coun¬ 
cillors. 

Now campaigners seeking to protect pubs in the 
borough can ask that they are classed as an ‘asset 
of community value’ under Government legislation. 

Groups trying to halt developments of pubs such 
as the Seven Stars in Sedgley and the Haden Cross 
Inn in neighbouring Cradley Heath have already 
used the ACV status. 

Dudley Conservative group members won sup¬ 
port at a council meeting for ACV to be taken into 
account before any planning permission is granted. 

Legislation says that councils have to decide 
whether ACV can be considered by officials if a 


change-of-use application is submitted. Councillor 
Simon Phipps tabled the motion. He claims this will 
protect pubs which have been subject to moves by 
big-money developers to transform them into super¬ 
markets. 

Policy 

Dudley Council has already launched a wider re¬ 
view of planning policy which is due to report back 
to cabinet members next year. 

But Councillor Phipps says that action was 
needed sooner to protect pubs in the short term. 
He said: “I proposed this motion to speed up what 
needs to be done by the council. We have lost many 
pubs and other assets of community value while the 


council has been out consulting. Something needs 
to be done now. 

“I can’t help but feel the council have dragged 
their feet over this, but ACVs for Dudley will mean 
pubs will have additional protection.” 

The motion was agreed unanimously by council 
members. 

UKIP group members in Dudley had sought sim¬ 
ilar assurances to protect landmark boozers from 
redevelopment when they tabled a motion to a 
meeting of the full council in December 2014. 

Government ministers introduced the ACV status 
in legislation after communities claimed they were 
losing amenities and buildings of great importance 
to them. 


Crossings and island to 
stay despite petition 


RESIDENTS have lost their battle to 
have zebra crossings and a traffic 
island in Wollaston moved. 

More than 300 people signed a petition 
over the crossings and island on High 
Street and Bridgnorth Road, which are 
all close to each other. 

Both the position of the island and the three 
crossings are considered dangerous by resi¬ 
dents living after a number of incidents. 

A private meeting has been held with trans¬ 
port officers, cabinet member for transport 
Hilary Bills and Wollaston councillor Nick 
Barlow. It was decided the area should have 
tighter monitoring and the potential for cam¬ 
eras would be explored, with Councillor Barlow 
warning of the need for people to be ‘extra vigi¬ 
lant’ when using the crossings. 

He said: “It was a very positive meeting, all 
issues of the crossings were discussed. I have to 
agree that at this stage it is an impractical idea 
to suggest moving the zebra crossings, it’s just 
not physically possible. People will need to be 
extra vigilant around the crossings and island. 

“We are looking for more signage to be put 
around the area and to hopefully implement 
more speed awareness checks. It is definitely 
not the end of the matter, far from it. I will be 
letting all of my constituents know the outcome 
of the meeting and will welcome any feedback 
to take on board for future meetings.” 

Disappointed 

Lead campaigner Vanessa Jackson, aged 50, 
of Meriden Avenue, was disappointed. She said: 
“The primary concern and issue I have is public 
safety, first and foremost. 

“Until the roundabouts and island don’t 
prove to be continually hazardous, then I will 
argue against them until a change happens.” 

The issue has been previously raised with 
Highways England. Project engineer John 
Hindley said: “I have reviewed the area and 
found that over the last three years there have 
been only three recorded personal injury acci¬ 
dents within 100 metres of the roundabout and 
the crossings. 

“Current guidance is directing highway au¬ 
thorities away from this concept of tightly cor¬ 
ralling pedestrians.” 

But he added: “Without an unjustifiable level 
of investment to remove the roundabout and 
change the junction to full signal control with 
pedestrian facilities, the existing situation is 
the best that can be achieved.” 



The wreckage of the car after a crash which left four people injured, with three cut free by firefighters 


FOUR people were injured, one 
seriously, in a two-car crash in 
Cradley Heath in the early hours 
of Sunday morning. The incident 
happened in Tinsley Avenue at 
around 1.40am. 

West Midlands Ambulance 
Service spokesman John Hawker 
said: “Three people were trapped 
in one car with one man having 


suffered serious injuries. All three 
received treatment whilst they 
were extricated from the vehicle 
with the assistance of the fire ser¬ 
vice. 

“One man, believed to be in his 
20s, suffered multiple serious in¬ 
juries and received trauma care at 
the scene. “Treatment continued 
as he was transferred by ambu¬ 


lance to Queen Elizabeth Hospi¬ 
tal.” 

A man and a woman both suf¬ 
fered minor injuries and received 
treatment at the scene before 
being taken to Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital. The man driving the second 
car received treatment for minor 
injuries and was taken by ambu¬ 
lance to Sandwell Hospital. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Glassboys' FA Cup 
dreams shattered 

STOURBRIDGE fans were left disap¬ 
pointed after the side crashed out of 
the FA Cup at the weekend. 

The Glassboys lost 2-0 at home to 
Eastleigh on Saturday. Gary Hackett’s 
side were hoping to get the win and 
make it through to the third round 
of the competition where Premier 
League sides enter. Despite the loss, 
many fans said they were still proud. 

Nick Baker, aged 57 from Am- 
blecote, said: “I’m obviously disap¬ 
pointed but I thought we matched 
them all over the park for the majority 
of the game.” 

Rotary quiz boosts 
children's charity 

MORE than £2,900 has been raised 
at an annual charity event hosted by 
National Lottery and Strictly Come 
Dancing announcer Alan Dedicoat. 

The broadcaster, known as the 
Voice of the Balls, was guest at Kinver 
Rotary Club’s Children in Need quiz. 

Around 160 people attended the an¬ 
nual event held at the Edward Marsh 
Centre. 

In total £2,906 was raised from 
entrance fees paid by the quiz teams 
and from the proceeds of a bucket col¬ 
lection led by Mr Dedicoat, plus and 
cheque presentations. 

wedding venue to 
be sold at auction 

A VENUE in Dudley that has been 
used for weddings and conferences is 
going under the hammer at a property 
auction in Birmingham today (Thu). 

The Prince Banqueting Suite in 
Martin Hill Street has a guide price 
of £625,000 to £650,000 for CP Big- 
wood’s auction in the Holte Suite at 
Aston Villa’s Villa Park ground. 

Also to be sold are The Coach 
House, The Mews and former stables 
on Bridgnorth Road, Stourton. The 
auction starts at 11am. 

Event for those who 
face Christmas alone 

A CHRISTMAS Day celebration event 
is being held in Dudley for people who 
would otherwise be spending the day 
alone. 

Black Country Housing Group has 
teamed up with Creative Support and 
Dudley Advocacy to run the event, 
which will feature a buffet, games and 
quizzes, in the Savoy Centre in North- 
held Road, from noon until 3pm. 

The free event is open to adult from 
across the borough and transport is 
being organised from Stourbridge and 
Halesowen. Call 07580 969368. 

Watercolours on show 

ARTIST Martin Poole is holding an 
exhibition of his watercolour paint¬ 
ings in Dudley town centre. The work 
by the Tipton artist is featured in the 
Artspace premises in Birdcage Walk 
until Thursday, December 19, from 
10am to 4pm Thursday and Friday 
and 11am to 4pm on Saturdays. 


It's time to put your 
foot down on 
fungal nail infection! 

Research shows that laser 
treatment is a safe and 
effective procedure, with 
some studies reporting a 
success rate of up to 90% 
at three months! 

By using advanced medical 
lasers that penetrate into the 
nail bed we can now treat 
and cure your fungal nail 
infection. It is now possible 
to get amazing results. 


Our Introductory 
Offer 

One Hand / Foot Offer price £100 Normal Price £150 
Both Hands / Feet Offer price £150 Normal Price £200 


58B South Road, Norton, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 3YB 

Call us: 01384 824039 email us: info@tejandco.co.uk 
visit us at: www.tejandco.co.uk 





Ideal for those completely new to yoga or with experience. 

Learn postures and gentle flowing sequences in a friendly, welcoming atmosphere. 

The Elton Centre, St Johns Road, 4 

Stourbridge DY8 1EJ 

Ring for information 01384 443296 



HUGE JUMBLE SALE 

WITH BRIC-A-BRAC & NEARLY NEW 
at Kinver Methodist Church Hall, Potter’s Cross, Kinver 

SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER 

1 .OOpm - Admission 30p 

Loads of Bargains, Please Come Along and Support 
Your Local Cat Rescue 

We are also looking urgently for homes for kittens, adults and mature cats 

For further information Call Anita on: 01384 375832 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



ONE of the outstanding moments of 
the Commons debate on whether to 
bomb Syria was the short, straightforward 
speech by Dan Jarvis, reminding us that 
this plain-speaking 43-year-old ex-soldier 
would make a formidable Labour Party 
leader. There is still time. 


Hospital admissions have rocketed 


THE number of patients being ad¬ 
mitted to hospital has rocketed by 
more than 30,000 in the Black Coun¬ 
try and Staffordshire over the last 
year. 

Bosses say an increase in the el¬ 
derly population is to blame — along 
with an over-reliance on Accident & 
Emergency departments by people 
who are not seriously ill or hurt. 

The number of admissions across 


the Black Country and Staffordshire 
has increased at all NHS trusts ex¬ 
cept two - Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham, and Walsall. 

The total went from 548,828 in 
2013-14 to 580,758 in the following 
year. 

The Dudley Group of Hospital 
NHS Trust’s increased from 109,068 
to 117,043. Royal Wolverhampton 
NHS Trust saw a rise from 106,396 


to 117,178, while Staffordshire’s 
went up from 157,605 to 178,710. 

But Sandwell’s dropped from 
107,499 to 103,361, and from 68,260 
to 64,466 in Walsall. 

Care 

Latest figures from the Health 
and Social Care Information Centre 
show 15.9 million admissions to NHS 
hospitals in England in 2014-15, 


equivalent to 43,500 per day. This is 
1,200 more per day on average than 
in 2013-145 and 10,400 more per 
day on average than 10 years ago in 
2004-05. 

The latest analysis shows an in¬ 
crease of 2.8 per cent (430,400) in 
hospital admissions from 2013-14 - 
15.5m in total - and an increase of 
31.3 per cent, or 3.8m, in hospital 
admissions from 2004-05. 


CAMPAIGNERS claim that two curry 
restaurants in Britain close every week be¬ 
cause of a shortage of trained chefs from 
the Indian sub-continent. The answer, they 
insist, is to relax UK migration rules to al¬ 
low in more skilled chefs. Their argument is 
that only Indian, Bangladeshi, Pakistani or 
Kashmiri-born cooks could possibly have 
the necessary skills. What a load of bun¬ 
kum. For a start, this argument is vaguely 
racist. Imagine the fury if anyone suggest¬ 
ed that only somebody born in England 
could cook fish and chips, or that hag¬ 
gis-stuffing jobs were reserved exclusively 
for Scotsmen. Secondly, if the restaurants 
raised their wages, they might have less 
difficulty recruiting staff. It’s hardly surpris¬ 
ing there’s a shortage of chefs if restaurant 
owners continue to exclude half the avail¬ 
able population. When did you last see a 
female chef in a curry house? 

IS anyone surprised that scrapping the 
vehicle tax disc has been followed by a 
doubling in the number of untaxed cars on 
the road to more than half a million? If you 
make it easy to get away with tax dodging, 
people will dodge taxes. Does anyone in 
Whitehall have a brain? 

A FRIEND is hobbling around and pop¬ 
ping Ibuprofen. Why is it that all the con¬ 
ditions we used 
to laugh about 
in Les Daw¬ 
son’s comedy 
routines - gout, 
bunions, lum¬ 
bago and sci¬ 
atica - are so 
damn painful in 
real life? 

A LABOUR MP says it’s time to find a 
gender-neutral word to replace “fisher¬ 
man.” She is promptly deluged with sug¬ 
gestions including “fish stranglers” and 
“fisherdudes.” My favourite so far is “cod- 
botherers.” 

A READER says the sadness and solem¬ 
nity of recent events have been spoiled by 
the computer-generated news subtitles on 
his TV. “Paris attacks” appeared as “Parrot 
attacks,” “Charles de Gaulle” as “Sure oth¬ 
er goal” and “responsibility” as “portabili¬ 
ty.” Fie was fascinated to read that it was 
“not possible to bum from 30,000 feet.” 
Bomb, apparently. 

MEANWFIILE, over on Channel 5. 
11.40am, Film: Annie Claus is Coming to 
Town. 1.30pm, Film: The Christmas Shep¬ 
herd. 3.10pm. Film: Finding Mrs Claus. 
5.10pm, Film: Christmas in Conway. All 
together, now: It’s beginning to feel a lot 
like overkill. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Traders forced to sell 
land for road scheme 


By James Driver-Fisher_ 

A SANDWICH shop, supermarket and 
car wash will be forced to sell part of 
their land to make way for a road wid¬ 
ening scheme in Pensnett. 

They are among several businesses in 
Pensnett that are being forced to sell some 
of their land, including their car parks, as 
part of the multi-million pound plan. 

Dudley Council wants to buy 22 pieces of land 
so it can widen the High Street near Russells Hall 
Hospital to create a dual carriageway. 

Dudley Council will use compulsory purchase 
powers to drive the scheme through. 

Businesses that have been served orders for 
part of their land include Abercarn Nursing 
Home, Sainsbury’s Local, AA Professional Hand 
Car Wash and Valeting Centre, Austins Barber 
Shop, The Loaf Sandwich Bar, Famous House 
Chinese takeaway and Odettes Dance Sport. 

Teg Chohan, who has run Loaf in High Street 
for five years, said he was planning to emigrate to 
Canada but was worried the changes could affect 
selling his business. 

Avoid 

He said: “There were roadworks not so long 
ago and everything was chock-a-block. People will 
avoid the area if that happens again. 

“I also deliver to a lot of the trading estates 
around here who want their food at a certain 
time. They want their food hot too and not cold.” 

He added: “I have six parking spaces but that 
could be cut down. Sometimes the car park is full, 
especially on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 
which are my busiest days. 

“They’ve mentioned compensation but will 
they give it me when I need it. I am only the lease 
holder too so I won’t even get any of the council 
money. I’m hoping to move to Canada with my 
family but this could scupper my plans. I could 
be stuck here.” 

The work, which will take a year and could 
start by January 2017, will also see traffic lights 
introduced on junctions at High Oak and Tansey 
Green Road. 

The widening of the junction with High Oak 
will see the adjoining Bradley Street closed to 
through traffic. The cost will be partly funded by 
a £3.8m award from the Black Country Local En¬ 
terprise Partnership. 

Dudley councillor Ken Finch called it a much- 
needed road improvement. He said: “I personally 
would approve anything that helps sort the prob¬ 
lems in that area.” 

The High Street, used by 30,000 vehicles a day, 
also servesPensnett Trading Estate, the largest 
secured trading estate in Europe. 


r 



Owner of sandwich shop Loaf, Teg Chohan, is not happy with the impact of road widening on his business 


Taxi driver 
used a fake 
licence to 
avoid points 

A TAXI driver who used a fake driv¬ 
ing licence to avoid incurring penalty 
points has been put behind bars. 

Afra Sihab, of Apollo Road, 
Wollescote, told the authorities he 
had not been driving his hackney car¬ 
riage when it was caught speeding on 
two separate occasions. 

Fearing he could be disqualified 
from driving, he claimed the driver 
had been a Mohammed Afra Sihab 
and used a fake driving licence in that 
name to accumulate speeding points. 
Prosecutor Mr Robert Edwards told 
a hearing at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court that no such person existed. 

Sihab, 52, was sentenced to eight 
months in prison and disqualified 
from driving for 12 months having 
admitted two counts of perverting the 
course of justice. The father-of-four 
was ordered to pay £400 costs. 

The authorities eventually caught 
up with Sihab after he was stopped by 
police on June 20 this year. Officers 
found the fake licence in his car. 

Defending Alisha Harris said: “He 
is frankly mortified as what he has 
done and his family are ashamed.” 

She explained that he had since 
left the taxi trade. “He is running the 
Kings fast food shop in Stourbridge 
and says business is doing well,” she 
added. 

But Judge Robin Onions told him: 
“These are offences of the greatest se¬ 
riousness. In my view you do not re¬ 
gret what you have done. People like 
you who try and avoid justice by delib¬ 
erate acts of deception will be treated 
by the courts with some severity.” 

Auschwitz book by 
ex-council worker 

A FORMER Dudley Council em¬ 
ployee has released a new book on 
Auschwitz. 

Perry Buck’s Auschwitz: The Com¬ 
plete Guide gives an in-depth histor¬ 
ical account of the notorious Nazi 
death camp. It also acts as a travel 
guide to the Auschwitz museum and 
its surroundings in modern-day Po¬ 
land. 

Mr Buck, aged 43, from Birming¬ 
ham, is already an author of a top-sell¬ 
ing travel guide to the Holy Land. 

He is due to give a number of talks 
at local schools in the run up to Holo¬ 
caust Memorial Day in January. 

Mr Buck, who worked for the coun¬ 
cil as a communications manager, 
said: “This is an important subject 
and one I have been writing about for 
more than two decades.” 

Thieves steal tools 
and wire from home 

THIEVES stole tools and electrical 
wire from a home in Romsley during 
renovation. They targeted the prop¬ 
erty in Old House Lane between 3pm 
on November 28 and 8.30am the next 
day. Call police on 101 or anonymous¬ 
ly on 0800 555 111. 



SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. \~i I DISABLED? OAP? CAN! GET OUT? 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take L_ or an y° ne wh » i«st needs extra help! 
away old carpets FREE OF CHARGE ft- Can’t COme to US, We’ll COI lie to YOU 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. V > y We will bring 100s of carpet samples 

Free Fitting on our Premier Carpet Collection l_____l sofa and bed brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 



3+2 Fabric Sofas only £500 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 

was £14.99 


Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 

Black or Brown >.,? 

£699 ^ 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 
cleanable 
carpets from 

£ 3.99 sq yd 



100’s of rolls and end of rolls in store at knockdown prices 

WE WILL BEAT YOUR BIG SUPERSTORE 


mjsnimimxmzL 


, Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEF ONE 

0800 O 


• Quarry Bank • Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 

Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 



Severn valleyst^ves 




www.severnvalleystoves.com 


Wollaston Road, Stourbridge DY8 4HE 



4 PETS WHO 
KNOW 
A GOOD 
THING! 


SPECIAL 




14 th-24 t h DECEMBER 

Special pamper 

FORTNIGHT 

Prices from as little 
as 




call cary: 01384 891008/07557 648100 

fl 


217 High Street, Lye, DY9 8JX 


WWW. POS H KUTZ. WE E B LY.COM 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


01384 390 183 

























































Experiment 
is out of 
this world 
for pupils 

A GROUP of school pupils in Dudley 
are tackling a gardening experiment 
that is out of this world - by growing 
seeds from outer space. 

Roberts Primary School, in Lower 
Gornal, which is home of Dudley En¬ 
vironment Zone, is taking part in the 
science project. 

In September, 2kg of seeds — rather 
aptly being rocket seeds — were flown 
to the International Space Station on 
Soyuz 44S where they will be spend¬ 
ing several months before returning 
to Earth in March 2016. 

The seeds have been sent as part of 
Rocket Science, an educational project 
launched by the Royal Horticultural 
Society Campaign for School Garden¬ 
ing and the UK Space Agency. 

Roberts Primary, in Roberts Street, 
is one of up to 10,000 schools to re¬ 
ceive a packet of 100 seeds from space, 
which they will observe growing 
alongside regular terrestrial seeds. 

Future 

Pupils will be tasked with measur¬ 
ing the difference in growth between 
the two sets of seeds over a seven 
week period. 

It is hoped that the project will in¬ 
spire pupils to think more about how 
human life could be preserved on an¬ 
other planet in the future 

Gwyn Lucas, who is head of year 
five, said: “This experiment is a fan¬ 
tastic way of teaching our pupils to 
think more scientifically and share 
their findings with the whole school 
and community.” 

Help is at hand 
for the homeless 

PEOPLE at risk of having to sleep 
rough this winter are being offered a 
helping hand by Dudley Council. 

The authority’s homeless preven¬ 
tion and response team offers help to 
find short-term accommodation. 

The team will look at emergency 
housing solutions and work with peo¬ 
ple to resolve their longer term needs. 

Dudley Council has worked with 
Midland Heart to provide Saltbrook 
Place in Lye, which opened in April. 
It includes accommodation plus on¬ 
site dog kennels. 

Dudley housing boss Councillor 
Gaye Partridge said: “This service 
plays a vital role. Although the official 
number of rough sleepers in Dudley is 
relatively low, we are aware that ‘sofa 
surfing’ occurs in the borough.” 

Guns N* Roses 
star cancels gig 

GILBY Clarke has cancelled an up¬ 
coming gig at the Robin 2 in Bilston. 

The 53-year-old guitarist, who was 
in top rock band Guns N’ Roses, was 
due to play on Monday. Contact the 
venue box office on 01902 401211. 


Help airport extension take off - MP 



Ian Austin MP 


AN MP has called upon the Government to 
invest in expansion of Birmingham Airport 
in a bid to boost the West Midlands economy. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin told the 
Commons that money should not be purely 
focused on being spent at Gatwick and 
Heathrow and that boosting capacity at Bir¬ 
mingham Airport would bring more jobs and 
businesses to the region including Shrop¬ 
shire, taking pressure off “overheated” Lon¬ 
don and the South East. 

It follows a report from the Airports Com¬ 
mission, which called for increasing airport 
capacity in the country to meet demand. The 
Government is now considering the report’s 


recommendations to expand either Heath¬ 
row or Gatwick to deliver more flights. 

Speaking in a debate on the commission’s 
report, Mr Austin said: “There’s no reason 
why airport capacity, and the jobs and in¬ 
vestment that come with it, have to be con¬ 
centrated in London and the South East. 

“If the Government is serious about devo¬ 
lution let’s invest in regional airports like 
Birmingham that’s already contributing £1 
billion to the economy and within two hours’ 
drive for 35 million people. 

“Investment in regional airports like Bir¬ 
mingham is the best way to increase capac¬ 
ity.” 


Birmingham Airport saw a record 921,150 
passengers pass through its terminals dur¬ 
ing October beating the previous record last 
year by 4.8 per cent. 

It was the ninth record month for passen¬ 
gers this year and long-haul traffic was at 
the forefront of growth. Birmingham Airport 
saw a record 921,150 passengers during Oc¬ 
tober, beating the previous record last year 
by 4.8 per cent. 

October was the ninth record month for 
passengers this year and long-haul traffic 
is at the forefront of the growth with more 
than 33 per cent more passengers using 
these services compared to October 2014. 


Above average rating for 
borough primary schools 


EDUCATION chiefs in Dudley have 
welcomed figures placing the bor¬ 
ough above the national average for 
the quality of its primary schools. 

Ofsted’s annual report ranks Dudley 
in joint 59th place in the country out of 
150 local authorities, with 87 per cent 
of children going to good or outstanding 
schools. 

The figure marks a rise of one per cent 
from 2013/14 and represents a three per cent 
increase in the number of better performing 
schools in the borough. It also means Dudley 
is outperforming the rest of the Black Country 
areas and Staffordshire in the quality of its pri¬ 
mary education. 

Councillor Ian Cooper, Dudley Council’s cab¬ 
inet member for children’s services, said: “We 
are continually striving to build on the suc¬ 
cesses in our schools and bring about further 
improvements wherever possible. 

“We have made significant strides in a num¬ 
ber of areas, as a result, the percentage of pri¬ 
mary schools that are good or better is now 
87 per cent, which is better than the national 
picture. 

“A wide range of work has included linking 
schools together to improve specific areas of 
the curriculum, such as maths, and we have 
developed a far reaching school improvement 
strategy to drive standards up further. 

Aspiration 

“We will continue to work with schools to de¬ 
liver our aspiration that all schools in Dudley 
are good or outstanding.” 

The Ofsted ratings of secondary schools in 
Dudley also improved this year with 63 per 
cent of pupils now attending schools within the 
top two gradings, a rise of eight per cent. How¬ 
ever, although the authority has moved up four 
places in the national table, it is still languish¬ 
ing in 123rd position for secondary schools. 

Elsewhere in the Black Country, Walsall 
came bottom of the pile for primaries, with 71 
per cent of children attending a good or out¬ 
standing school. The borough is now 143rd out 
of 150 local authorities. 

Sandwell was 98th in the country on 83 per 
cent, Wolverhampton was 135th in the coun¬ 
try on 74 per cent. Meanwhile Staffordshire 
dropped five places to 112th. 

For secondary schools Sandwell was the 
worst performing borough in the region. 


Refugee song to help Syrians 



Eternal Purpose Tim Matthews, left, and David Tatler, have recorded a charity single on CD and download 


A CANCER survivor who was 
moved by the plight of Syrian ref¬ 
ugees has released a song to aid a 
church charity supporting them. 

Two years ago David Tatler 
was diagnosed with cancer and 
was forced to give up work. Since 
making a full recovery, Mr Tatler 
from Penn, said he feels like he 
has been given a second chance at 
life. A year later he is releasing a 
single and will also host a night of 
busking in aid of charity. 


Mr Tatler said: “The doctors 
didn’t know how far the cancer 
had spread but I thought I had 
been given a death sentenced am 
very grateful to the surgeons that 
I am now healed and I feel I have 
been given a new life.” 

Mr Tatler, who plays the guitar, 
teamed up with Tim Matthews, 
from Dudley Community Church 
and formed the band Eternal Pur¬ 
pose. The pair wrote and recorded 
Refugee and filmed a video in 


Wombourne, which can be seen 
on YouTube. 

The CD can be bought from 
Vines coffee shop in Stourbridge, 
the CLC Bookshop in Wolver¬ 
hampton, or downloaded through 
iTunes. Mr Tatler is also asking 
buskers in Wolverhampton to sign 
up for A Busker’s Christmas, a 
concert at the Salop Street church 
on Sunday from 6pm. The event is 
free but a collection will be held to 
help refugees. 
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Musicians tune up 
for festive concert 

MUSICIANS are tuning in for a 
grand Christmas concert in Dudley 
town centre. 

The Dudley Borough Christ¬ 
mas Concert will be taking place on 
Wednesday at Dudley Town Hall. 

It will feature advanced strings, 
wind band, advanced brass band and 
an advanced woodwind ensemble. 
There will be a range of festive favour¬ 
ites performed. 

Tickets for the concert start from 
£4. To book online visit dudley.gov. 
uk/see-and-do/entertainment-live/ 
whats-on 

Spare parts giant 
opens new base 

ONE of the world’s largest suppliers 
of commercial vehicle spare parts has 
opened a base in Dudley borough. 

Diesel Technic UK and Ireland is 
now at Building 92, Bay 1, The Pen- 
snett Estate at Kingswinford, which 
is owned and managed by London and 
Cambridge Properties. 

The company, which is the 100 
per cent owned subsidiary of Ger¬ 
man-based Diesel Technic, has agreed 
a 10-year lease at the 10,419 sq ft 
industrial unit on the estate, one of 
Europe’s largest secure industrial es¬ 
tates. 

Later bus service 
from Merry Hill 

DIAMOND Bus Group is running a 
late-night service from the Merry Hill 
shopping centre from Monday. 

The 002 bus will depart from the 
bus station at Merry Hill at 10.25pm 
from December 14 to 17, when the 
centre is open until 10pm, heading to 
Halesowen and Weoley Castle. 

On December 18 and 21 to 23, 
Merry Hill will stay open until mid¬ 
night and the 002 services will run 
even later with the last departure at 
12.25am. 

information about 
fostering at event 

PEOPLE interested in fostering can 
get more information at a drop-in 
event in Brierley Hill on Monday 
evening. 

Dudley Council’s fostering service 
has launched a new campaign - I fos¬ 
ter, You Can Too, which aims to show 
the range of people who can foster 
children who need homes. 

A drop-in session will take place at 
the Copthorne Hotel, Brierley Hill 
from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. Or call the 
service on (01384) 815833. 

Jewellery is stolen 

JEWELLERY has been stolen from a 
home in Hagley. 

Thieves broke into the property in 
Western Road between 9.15am and 
6.10pm on Wednesday, November 25. 

The raiders searched the upstairs of 
the property before making off with 
the jewels. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 
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IN - MY . VIEW ^_ 

Fury over 
voting for 
our world 
champion 

MORE than 75,000 people have signed 
the petitions, and the names still keep 
coming in. Don’t be surprised if 100,000 
people have joined the campaign by the 
end of the week. 

And the campaign in question? More 
support for the flood victims in Cumbria? 
Tighter security on the Tube? People ex¬ 
pressing a view on the bombing of Syria? 

Nah, the latest cause celebre of the 
Guardian-reading classes is whether 
people should be allowed to vote for 
world heavyweight boxing champion Ty¬ 
son Fury in the BBC Sports Personality of 
the Year awards. Yes, that was keeping 
me awake at night too. 

Now, I know it is well supported, but 
I’ve always considered the BBC Sports 
Personality to be one of the dullest fix¬ 
tures on the sporting calendar. And hav¬ 
ing taken Wladimir Klitschko’s world title, 
will Mr Fury really be bothered about a 
silly little trophy from Clare Balding? Pre¬ 
vious winners include Sir Chris Hoy and 
Sir Steve Redgrave. So I can’t wait for the 
Oueen to say “arise, Sir Tyson.” 

Still, the people who have signed the 
petition are up in arms because Mr Fury 
has said fellow nominee Jessica En- 
nis-Hill “slaps up quite well” and “looks fit 
in a dress.” Silly and coarse, maybe, but 
what were you expecting from a boxer? A 
spot of contemporary romantic poetry? A 
few quotes from Germaine Greer? 

Let’s leave the petitions to the big stuff, 
you know the things that affect people’s 
lives. If you really feel strongly and don’t 
want Mr Fury to take the prize, there is 
still something you can do. Something 
that will have a real impact on the final 
outcome. Vote for somebody else. 

■ ■ ■ 

MUSEUMS and police stations are 
closing, libraries are being staffed by 
volunteers. Still, it’s good to know that at 
least one area of local authority provision 
seems to be doing quite well. 

Last year local authorities made a £693 
million profit from parking charges. 

Not revenue, but profit. After all the run¬ 
ning costs have been taken into consid¬ 
eration, after all the parking companies 
have been paid, and after all the street 
wardens dressed up like the Red Army 
have been paid. Good to know motorists 
aren’t being treated like a cash cow or 
anything nasty like that. 

Anyway, with all that extra lolly roll¬ 
ing in, you might think that the councils 
would be able to ease back on a few of 
the cutbacks. Apparently not. A spokes¬ 
man for the Local Government Associa¬ 
tion said that any surplus was only spent 
on “essential transport projects”. 

Hmm. So, what, more bus lanes, which 
clog up our town centres? Cycle paths? 
Multi-coloured asphalt, speed cameras 
and road humps? Here’s an idea. Drop all 
that nonsense, and give us free parking. 
In the places that we want it. Now that’s 
what I call an essential transport project. 



The emotional moment when Geoffrey Russon received the Legion D’Honneur from Yvonne 


Geoffrey, seen with his medals alongside daughter-in-law Yvonne, back in May this year 


Proud family’s joy as 
Geoffrey is honoured 


It was a dream come true for 
war veteran Geoffrey Russon to 
receive his Legion D’Honneur. 

DAVID COSGROVE reports 

“THE medal has been awarded to 
him but he says it’s for everyone 
who didn’t manage to come back 
home.” 

Those are the words of the proud 
daughter-in-law of a heroic D-Day vet¬ 
eran as he received the French govern¬ 
ment’s highest accolade. 

Emotions ran high for both Geoffrey Rus¬ 
son and his family when the 92-year-old was 
finally handed the Legion D’Honneur. 

Both Geoffrey and his daughter-in-law 
Yvonne - who has defiantly fought his corner 
to try to ensure he received the medal be¬ 
fore his death - were reduced to tears as she 
handed over the honour. 

After months of canvassing, she was able to 
present Geoffrey, of Cradley Heath, with the 
medal he earned for his efforts seven decades 
ago. 

Anxious 

It was handed to her by the French Ambas¬ 
sador and she gave it to Geoffrey in Russells 
Hall Hospital, Dudley. 

Yvonne, aged 50, said she was ‘proud’ to be 
able to give him the early Christmas present 
and ensure his anxious wait had a happy end¬ 
ing. 

She said: “I went in with the box open for 
him and said ‘this is yours, this is actually 
your medal’. 

“He was absolutely shocked and he started 
crying, then I started crying. 

“I think he’s very thankful that he actu¬ 
ally got to see the medal before he died, as he 
didn’t think he would. The medal has been 
awarded to him but he says it’s for everyone 
who didn’t manage to come back home.” 

Yvonne, who lives in Stafford, added: “He 
didn’t think he was going to get this medal - 



Geoffrey in 1944, at around the time of the Normandy landings in the Second World War 

he always thought he would die before he ac¬ 
tually got it. He’s an amazing man and I love 
him to bits. 

“I’m so proud of him and so happy that I 
managed to do something for him.” 

After receiving the Legion D’Honneur, 
shocked Geoffrey - who belongs to the Bir¬ 
mingham branch of the Normandy Veterans - 
said: “I never thought I was going to get this.” 

The French government announced last 
summer it would recognise all surviving 
D-Day veterans with the medal, which is the 
country’s highest honour. 

Geoffrey applied for his medal soon after 
the announcement was made, but both he and 


Yvonne feared it would not arrive until it was 


too late. Geoffrey was a 19-year-old driver in 
the Royal Army Service Corps during the Nor¬ 
mandy offensive. 

Yvonne emailed the French Embassy and 
other organisations in an effort to fast-track 
the applications for the medal. 

Deserve 

Her campaign was backed by Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis MP James Morris and Staf¬ 
ford MP Jeremy Lefroy. 

Geoffrey’s grandson Nik posted on Face- 
book: “My grandad, I am so proud to call you 
my grandad. 

“You are my hero and my best friend you 
deserve everything you get. Words cannot de- 


Geoffrey six weeks after joining up 

scribe how proud I am to be called a Russon.” 
Well wishers have lined up to praise Geoffrey 
and state their delight he finally received the 
gong. 

As the wait for the medal dragged on, house¬ 
bound Geoffrey voiced his disappointment ear¬ 
lier this year that the process was taking so 
long. 

There are just six Veterans in his branch - 
down from 150 a few years ago, he said. 

“I had a letter from the Ministry of Defence 
saying my application had been forwarded to 
the French government,” Geoffrey said. 

“I’ve no idea why it’s taking so long. Some 
will not have this medal. It’s wrong.They were 
quick enough to get us over there.” 
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l have a dream, like Martin Luther King 

I recently created a stir and some rath- in reference to the madness of the UK quote from an even more famous 
er hysterical headlines by using a quo- surrendering its borders and being source. Doctor Martin Luther King, 
tation from Enoch Powell in a speech, part of the EU project. . “I have a dream that my four little 

I want to make it absolutely clear My speech was also critical of multi- children will one day live in a nation 
that when I spoke about the dangers culturalism as a theory. This does not where they will not be judged by the 
of uncontrolled immigration and open mean I object to having people from colour of their skin but by the content 
borders there was not the slightest ele- different cultures and backgrounds in of their character”. I want all of the 
ment of racial discrimination involved, the UK, quite the opposite. It means people of the UK to have a fair chance 
Indeed the vast majority of new ar- that I want all newcomers to associate in life living in a country that provides 
rivals to the UK in recent years were with being British and add to the rich- opportunity for all regardless of colour, 
white. ness of our shared culture by joining religion or background. I want us to all 

Enoch Powell used the line “Those in rather than living separately as hap- feel a shared pride in being British and 
whom the gods wish to destroy they pens all too often now. promoting British values, 

first make mad” back in 1968 and it’s a I think its best to sum up my views BILL ETHERIDGE MEP 
powerful line. My use of it was purely on society and equality with another Sedgley 


Lanscaping 
better than 
old cinema 


REGARDING the now 
lengthy debate about the 
future of the Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome, have I lost the 
plot somewhere along the 
line. My memories of the 
place were only as a cinema, 
where we had the Odeon 
and the Plaza one on each 
side of the road and later as 
a bingo hall. 

I am nearly 60 now so it’s 
use as a venue is at least 
50 years ago, the question 
is where were the Friends 
of the Hippodrome then, 
whilst it was already dete¬ 
riorating to the point that 
these were the only uses it 
was worth then. 

The place is an eyesore 
and needs to come down, I 
just hope the powers-that-be 
don’t let this go on years 
and years, as with the saga 
of the mosque. 

Pull it down now while 
costs are lower and as to it’s 
replacement, flat landscap¬ 
ing is as good as anything, 
certainly rather than what 
is there at the moment. 

L PRIEST 
Dudley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Council should not 
ignore covenant 

DUDLEY Council’s plans for the Hippodrome site after 
demolition appear to be running roughshod over the cov¬ 
enant placed on the site many years ago, which basically 
said that if the building was demolished, it would have to 
be replaced by a playhouse, theatre or a coaching inn. 

We cannot understand why the council refuse to lease 
the building to the Friends group, to allow us the oppor¬ 
tunity to apply for the funding that would be required to 
return the building to its former glory. If we were given 
this lease, it would allow us to proceed with our plans for 
the site, which have been laid out clearly in three stages: 
use of building before renovation to generate funds; use of 
building during renovation; projections for when the thea¬ 
tre is fully functioning. 

If grants could not be acquired, which is unlikely, or the 
theatre could not pay for itself, all that the council would 
have lost is time because at least the asbestos would have 
been removed. The Friends group passionately believe that 
given the opportunity, we could provide the people of Dud¬ 
ley and the West Midlands with a top class theatre every¬ 
one could be proud of. 

G DOWNING 

Dudley 


Hippodrome 
could house 
the museum 


WHAT a controversial sit¬ 
uation Dudley Council find 
themselves in over want¬ 
ing to sell off the museum 
building and putting the 
magnificent artefacts and 
displays into storage, that 
will never see the light of 
day again. 

This small museum has 
bookings for educational 
visits well into next year 
and a fame that is global 
with visits by every top ge¬ 
ologist for decades. 

Why not re-use the Hip¬ 
podrome building and place 
the museum there? Visitor 
numbers would soar and 
bigger and better displays 
could be had. There are 
many visitors to the Black 
Country Living Museum, 
Dudley Zoo and Castle and 
Dudley Lime Caverns. 

Such a move would save 
both the museum collec¬ 
tions and the wonderful 
Hippodrome building. 

The Hippodrome is both 
enough to house the mu¬ 
seum and be an entertain¬ 
ment hub. 

STEVE POWELL 

Wolverhampton 


travel in comfort and style 

QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS 11 
THROUGHOUT BRITAIN 
& EUROPE 




LONDON THEATRE 
BREAKS 

Want to see a top London Show then we have great 
weekends away throughout the year.. 

These make great Christmas, Birthday or Anniversary 
presents. Phone for a copy of our brochure or view all 
shows on our website www.grouptravel.ltd.uk 



j FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 1 

j GREAT DAYS OUT 

all admissions m 

included r’ 

DECEMBER 



JANUARY 2016 

Adult 

Over 60's 

27th - 30th 

LAKE DISTRICT IN-BETWEENIE 

£285.00 

1 2nd 

HARRY POTTER STUDIO TOUR 

£59.50 

£58.00 

31 st - 2nd Jan 

NEW YEAR & LONDON SALES 

£229.50 

| 3rd 

LONDON FOR THE SALES & HARRODS 

£27.00 

£26.00 

i JANUARY 2016 


1 8th 

ELVIS EXHIBITION AT THE 02 ARENA 

£45.00 

£45.00 

1 25th - 29th 

WINTER WARMER TO TORQUAY 

£149.50 

1 FEBRUARY 2016 



1 FEBRUARY 2016 


5th 

NEWARK ANTIQUES FAIR 

£35.00 

£34.00 

1 15th -19th 

WARNER’S HAYLING ISLAND 

£249.50 

7th 

STEAM TOYS IN ACTION, LEICESTER 

£27.00 

£26.00 

| 15th -19th 

FALMOUTH WINTER ESCAPE 

£199.50 

7th 

NATIONAL SPACE CENTRE, LEICESTER 

£34.00 

£32.50 

| 22nd - 26th 

LIVERPOOL &ADELPHI HOTEL 

£199.50 

7th 

CHINESE NEW YEAR LONDON 

£27.00 

£26.00 

| 27th - 28th 

KEW GARDENS & KENSINGTON PALACE 

£139.50 

16th 

COVENTRY TRANSPORT MUSEUM 

£28.00 

£26.50 

1 29th - 2nd MAR CORNWALL ALL INCLUSIVE 

£299.50 

16th 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL & SHOPPING 

£23.00 

£22.00 

MARCH 2016 



17th 

HEREFORD FOR MARKET DAY 

£20.00 

£19.00 

11th - 14th 

BOGNOR REGIS 

£189.50 

18th 

HISTORY & SCIENCE MUSEUM LONDON 

£27.00 

£26.00 

14th - 18th 

CHARMING SIDMOUTH 

£329.50 

19th 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM OXFORD 

£24.00 

£23.00 

18th - 20th 

YORK, LINCOLN & CASTLE HOWARD 

£139.50 

20th 

HARRY POTTER STUDIO TOUR 

£59.50 

£58.00 

19th - 20th 

SETTLE to CARLISLE RAILWAY 

£119.50 

25th 

MYSTERY DAY OUT & LUNCH 

£36.00 

£35.00 

21 st-25th 

FLORAL HARROGATE & DALES 

£299.50 

28th 

BBC TV STUDIOS TOUR, SALFORD 

£35.00 

£32.50 

26th - 30th 

EXMOUTH & HERITAGE COAST 

£269.50 

1 n/iA nnu omtz 



APRIL 2016 



1 IVIMnUn ZU ID 



4th - 7th 

7th - 8th 

BEAULIEU & NEW FOREST 

DOWNTON ABBEY 

£285.00 

£139.50 

1 12th 

HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT TOUR 

£41.00 

£40.00 

8th - 11th 

PAIGNTON & GLORIOUS DEVON 

£239.50 

1 15th 

STRATFORD & RIVER CRUISE 

£29.50 

£28.00 

8th - 11th 

DUTCH BULBFIELDS 

£369.50 

1 15th 

STRATFORD & BUTTERFLY FARM 

£31.00 

£29.00 

11th - 15th 

SHANKLIN - ISLE OF WIGHT 

£275.00 

1 22nd 

WELSH HIGHLAND STEAM RAILWAY 

£42.50 

£41.00 

15th -17th 

NATIONAL STUD TOUR, NEWMARKET 

£219.50 

| 31 st BRITISH MUSEUM OXFORD 

£27.00 

£26.00 | 


GREAT VALUE GET AWAYS TO BRIGHTEN UP THE WINTER MONTHS 

All tours are for 5 days & 4 nights Dinner, bed & Breakfast 


MON 25TH - FRI 29TH JANUARY 
MON 15TH - FR119TH FEBRUARY 
MON 15TFH - FR119TFH FEBRUARY 
MON 22ND - FRI 26TH FEBRUARY 
MON 29th FEB - FRI 4th MARCH 


TORQUAY 

WARNER HAYLING ISLAND 
FALMOUTH 

LIVERPOOL &ADELPHI HOTEL 
NEWQUAY ALL-INCLUSIVE 


All prices shown are sharing a twin or double bedded room 


£149.50 PP 
£249.50 PP 
£199.50 PP 
£199.50 PP 
£299.50 pp 
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ON JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
2016 INSTALLATIONS... 

• CALL US & SAVE TODAY 


Telephone now and 
book your FREE survey 
01384 292484 


bbbhi 


r- 

DO 

in 
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Ask About Our Finance Deals 



Patio 

Full Range of White upvc Doors 

French 

Doors 


UPVC FRONT UPVC 

DOOR BACK DOOR 

Doors 

from 



from 

£840 



£780 



£450 *°JL 1 

Fitted £375 1 

fitted 



Fitted 1 




£750 £550 


CALL IN TODAY FOR A BROCHURE 


• * .WOLLASTON SHOWROOM * 

2E High Street, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 4NH. Open Mon-Sat 10.00am-5pm Sundays (by appointment) Experience . 

11 Tel: 01384 292484 or www.dudleydoors.com ^ 
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Celebrity guest helps 
to mark anniversary 

Clent Gardening Club 2015 ^-, 


THE November meeting was a very special 
event in the club’s calendar. It celebrated 
the 75th anniversary of its formation in 
1940 by welcoming its first ever celebrity 
speaker in the form of Alys Fowler from 
Kings Heath in Birmingham and of BBC 
Gardeners’ World fame. 

Alys commenced her talk with a brief 
introduction outlining her career with the 
BBC Gardeners’ World programme, firstly 
working behind the scenes and more re¬ 
cently in front of camera. 

Her talk, entitled ‘How to have your gar¬ 
den and eat it’ was the result of a Garden¬ 
ers’ World project whereby Alys attempted 
to exist for a six month period eating only 
produce grown in her own garden. 

Alys has a typical urban terraced house 
with the usual long narrow garden and she 
illustrated her talk with a variety of photo¬ 
graphs taken in her garden. 

She showed before and after pictures as 
the garden was somewhat neglected when 
she took it over. 

Her concept was to grow a whole variety 
of vegetables and edible plants both stand¬ 
ard and the more exotic. 

Rather than have a typical vegetable 
plot at the end of the garden, her vegetable 
plants mingle with a variety of flowers and 
other plants in her herbaceous borders and 
her photographs illustrated that this was a 
very attractive mix. 

Her talk contained a plethora of advice 
on the cultivation of vegetables and she 
also explained that mixing flowers and veg¬ 
etables significantly helped to combat pests 
and diseases. 

Her talk was most entertaining and in¬ 
formative and was very well received by 
members. 

A splendidly decorated birthday cake 
baked by club member Jean Riley was then 
cut by Alys together with president and 
longest serving member John Partington 
plus club chairman Martin Grange, after 
which members enjoyed a light buffet and 
a glass of wine or two to celebrate the mile¬ 
stone anniversary. 

One lucky member went home with the 


f 



Celebrity speaker Alys Fowler cuts the 
celebration birthday cake with presi¬ 
dent and longest serving member John 
Partington and chairman Martin Grange 

evening’s raffle prize which was a copy of 
Alys’ book written around her talk and 
which she happily signed. 

At the end of the meeting the chairman 
wished everyone a happy Christmas, there 
being no December meeting, and reminded 
everyone that the next meeting on Janu¬ 
ary 22 would be the club’s AGM. 

All are welcome to the meetings which 
are held at Clent Village Hall on the fourth 
Friday each month and anyone interested 
in either joining or just visiting the club 
can get further details by visiting the web¬ 
site at https://clentgardeningclub.word- 
press.com or by contacting the chairman 
on 01562 883009/07917 184762. 


Christmas 
festivities 
in church 

West Mids Federation 


WEST Midlands Federa¬ 
tion of Townswomen will 
be holding a Christmas 
celebration on Saturday, 
December 12, in St Thom¬ 
as’s Church, Market Street, 
Stourbridge, from 2.15pm. 

The Mayoress of Dudley 
Jayne Waltho and national 
chairman Margaret Key and 
her husband, Peter, have ac¬ 
cepted an invitation to join 
them. 

The programme will con¬ 
sist of a selection of seasonal 
readings and carols. Wollas¬ 
ton Guild Choir will present 
their selection of carols and 
Ann Tomlinson will be their 
soloist. 

The Revd Andrew Sillis 
will conduct the service and 
organist Mr Callum Algar 
will also give a recital. 

The public is most wel¬ 
come to join in the service. 
Programmes will be availa¬ 
ble at the church door on the 
day at a cost of 50p which 
will include a hot drink and 
mince pie in the church hall 
following the service. 

£500 raised 
for charity 

Sedgley ETG 

SEDGLEY (E) Guild’s craft 
section held their annu¬ 
al lunch gathering at the 
Lodge in Dudley. An enjoya¬ 
ble time was had by all. 

The guild was also cele¬ 
brating the success of the 
open day selling members’ 
crafts. More than £500 was 
made, which will go towards 
Cancer Research. 



Project manager Mick Freer in the walled garden at Leasowes Park which needs sponsorship to raise £10,500 


A HERITAGE group has launched a 
fundraising campaign to reconnect 
electricity to a Grade-1 listed walled 
garden in Halesowen as part of a ma¬ 
jor £1 million overhaul of the site. 

Volunteers have been working tire¬ 
lessly with owner Halesowen Abbey 
Trust to restore the hidden gem at 
Leasowes Park. 

The project has captured people’s 
imagination with more than 100 peo¬ 
ple giving their time to help. 

Generosity 

Now the group is appealing for spon¬ 
sors to raise £10,500 to reconnect elec¬ 
tricity at the site. 


Mick Freer, acting honorary secre¬ 
tary, said: “This would make an enor¬ 
mous difference and would allow us to 
do so much more particularly in this 
period of shorter daylight hours.” 

He added: “Without the generos¬ 
ity of our volunteers, who give their 
labour and expertise freely, the im¬ 
provements to date would have cost 
considerably more than they have 
- 8,500 hours of work, at say £5 per 
hour, would be £42,500 and, with the 
skills shown, it would have cost consid¬ 
erably more than that. 

“The project would not have been 
possible without our wonderful and 
loyal volunteers and supporters.” 


The group is looking for sponsorship 
and businesses that would like to do¬ 
nate to the redevelopment of the site. 

Members plan to plant orchids on 
December 12 with people sponsoring 
each one. 

Secret 

The ‘secret’ garden has been in ex¬ 
istence since the 18th century when 
it was landscaped by poet William 
Shestone. 

Halesowen Abbey Trust managed to 
raise £20,000 within 12 weeks to fund 
the purchase the garden from Stour¬ 
bridge College. 



Why Woodnobes? 
Style 

Traditional or modem style, 
classical or contemporary, 
we have a bedroom for you 

Quality 

We manufacture our own 
fitted furniture and sliders 
to maintain quality control 

Choice 

Our range of 25 styles and 
60 finishes leaves you spoiled 
for choice 

Service 

From initial consultation to 
final fitting we are with you 
every step of the way 

Expertise 

Over 30 years of experience 
in fitting bespoke bedrooms 
of the highest quality 

Guarantee 

All our products carry a 10 
year guarantee, giving you 
peace of mind 


for your FREE no obligation quote 

Treat Yourself 



From ClassicTo Contemporary 



Everything In-Between 


Over 70 colours and finishes, 24 different styles, dozens of 
sliding door combinations with soft closers, touch-to-open 
drawers and the Woodrobes quality guarantee. 


10 Year 

Guaranty* 
on ougV 
producer 


Established 1980 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 


Street Kidderminster DYI 



UEEN IBLIND^ 


Mix & Match Vertical 
Blinds Or Roller 


Vertical Blinds 


Roller Blinds 


3 for £119 


Awpp4««<f'S Fitted within » d*ys 

OPEN'S DAYS A WEEK 
3.30AM TILL 7PM 


Full 

Conservatory 
Blinds Fitted 


f QCC rv - jhim . 

■ ■ 1 mm A FITTING 

U4Aomh fliiimm mm A CwidMSrii Apply 


Vertical Only 


Wooden Venetian Blinds 50% OFF jl 

■fo w <*11 Sn nAAnmUAvl A 


for all orders placed in December! 
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Youngster from Neat Feet School of Dance with one of the musical numbers that delighted audiences at Brierley Hill 


NEAT Feet School of Dance performed an all-singing 
all-dancing showcase at Brierley Hill Civic Hall with more 
than 100 young performers presenting sell-out perfor¬ 
mances of their show Magic of the Musicals. 

Principal Lynne Rowell said: “The talented cast worked 
extremely hard and had spent many weeks perfecting the 
well-know musical numbers, including excerpts from The 


Lion King, Mary Poppins, Mamma Mia, Les Miserables and 
Oliver! and many more.” 

Audience members were wowed by the colourful cos¬ 
tumes and creative choreography. 

The Brierley Hill-based school of dance offers ballet for 
children and adults, tap, freestyle, contemporary or street 
dance. Contact Lynne Rowell on (01384) 423496. 


Blow to church pub plan 


CAMPAIGNERS hoping to 
transform a derelict pub into 
a community centre have 
been dealt a blow after plans 
to turn it into seven homes 
were submitted. 

A £500,000 project by a local church 
to transform the Golden Cross pub in 
Netherton into a modern community 
centre was revealed last year. 

Members of Primrose Hill Congre¬ 
gational Church held talks with the 
pub’s owners last year about taking 


over the building and turning it into 
a community hub. But the application 
to build homes on the site appears to 
have scuppered that scheme. 

Praying 

Church leader Hayley Ball said: 
“Naturally we’re disappointed because 
we did pursue it and we were praying 
hard and thinking we might be able to 
get it. 

“We were hoping to turn it into a 
community hub with lots of things 
there for the community. But if it’s 


going to be turned into homes then 
that’s something that’s out of our con¬ 
trol.” 

Ms Ball said church leaders had held 
serious discussions about taking over 
the venue but had not reached the 
stage of sorting out finances. 

“We didn’t get that far with the fi¬ 
nancial side but we did have conversa¬ 
tions about what we would do with the 
centre,” she said. 

Vandals have destroyed much of the 
inside of the pub, which stands at the 
corner of Cradley Road and Saltwells 
Road. 


SALE 

N0W0N 




DOMESTIC 



175, HIGH STREET, BRIERLEY HILL, DY5 3BU 

TEL: 07538 005 637 or 07429 705 750 

OR VISIT www.dcdomestic.co.uk 




Windows 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


onservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 






Repair 

Service 

Available 




ULTIMATE SECURITY GUARAHrEE 

■ 1 ■ 


RYDALE TAKE SECURITY VERY 
SERI0US1Y GUARANTEED HIGH 
SECURITY ON ALIPRODUCTS 


YDALE 


Guardiar 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and giveRydaMe a ring... 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Replace the A 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 


room you can use 
±all year rounds 


Jl'. v*l 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 


how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 
30 years. 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 














































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 


10 


Heartbreak and 
nostalgic themes 
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Sunjay’s blues 
are slick and cool 



Sunjay along with Eddy Morton laid down his new album in one day 


ALBUMS 


by Leon Burakowski 


NOSTALGIA runs through 
CeeLo Green’s Heart 
Blanche, a slick set of songs 
from the Atlanta soul singer 
looking back to the 60s, 70s 
and 80s. 

Est 1980s pays tribute to the likes of 
Duran Duran and Billy Idol, and sounds 
like them too, whilst the sultry southern 
soul vibe of Mother May I has the bene¬ 
fit of Mark Ronson’s retro styled magic. 

Work, a probable hit, has more than 
a hint of Cameo and Prince, and To¬ 
night samples Music by John Miles, 
then borrows the Theme to Taxi for 
Sign Of The Times. 

The gospel flavoured CeeLo Green 
Sings The Blues is a highlight, Music 
To My Soul and Race Against Time 
are both prime examples of the CeeLo 
brand of pop/R&B. However, the album 
hits a maudlin low with the track Robin 
Williams and peters out with forgetta¬ 
ble songs, leaving a half-decent album. 

The seventh album from Seal, enti¬ 
tled rather obviously 7, is a break-up 
album with songs that reflect the pain 
of a broken relationship, following the 
end of his marriage to supermodel 
Heidi Klum. That’s pretty obvious with 
songs such as The Big Love Has Died 
and Half A Heart. But for all the rich, 
ragged-edged soulfulness of his vo¬ 
cals, the emotional level never reaches 
passionate. Immaculately produced 
by Trevor Horn, 7 nevertheless sounds 
stuck in the 1990s. Best of the bunch is 
the gently funky Monascow. 

Stourport-born singer-songwrit¬ 
er Clifford T Ward, best known for 
his songs Gaye and Home Thoughts 
From Abroad, was plain Cliff Ward 
when he fronted swinging ‘60s out- 


CeeLo Green draws on influen¬ 
ces from the 1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s 

fit The Secrets before finding fame 
in the ‘70s. Infatuation: Singles and 
Demos 1966-68 rescues the band’s 
mid-60s output for CBS from obscuri¬ 
ty. Whilst hardly in the category of lost 
classics, songs like She’s Dangerous, 
I Know What Her Name Is and Keep¬ 
ing My Head Above Water are groovy 
in a Kinks/Hollies way. Path Through 
The Forest was in tune with the com¬ 
ing tide of psychedelic weirdness. The 
sleevenotes delve back into the Black 
Country, Brum and Kidderminster mu¬ 
sic scene of a half century ago. 

There will be lots of musical nostal¬ 
gia for those who watched TV in the 
‘60s on the various artists album Es¬ 
cape In Time: Popular British Tele¬ 
vision Themes of the 1960s. These 
were the days when theme tunes were 


The break-up of his marriage has 
influenced Seal’s seventh album 

bold and brassy, jazzy and dynamic, 
yet still somehow as thoroughly British 
as a brollie and a bowler hat. 

The music was delivered by John¬ 
ny Dankworth, the John Barry Seven, 
Geoff Love & His Orchestra, guitar 
twanger Bert Weedon and King of the 
‘60s TV theme Ron Grainger. The latter 
contributes the Steptoe & Son theme 
(called Old Ned), Comedy Playhouse 
(Happy Joe) and wonderfully stereo¬ 
typical^ French style Maigret Theme. 

Other favourites include Coronation 
Street (the theme was called Lanca¬ 
shire Blues), The Saint, Animal Magic, 
Juke Box Jury, the original The Aveng¬ 
ers, What The Papers Say (still to be 
heard on BBC radio) and the tick tock- 
ing opening to Anthony Newley’s surre¬ 
al The Strange World of Gurney Slade. 


FOLK ALBUMS 


by Danny Farragher 


Sunjay 

Black & Blues 

SUNJAY, he now prefers just 
his first name, is an excellent 
bluesman. 

For such a young musician he plays 
his guitar like he had it in the cradle in¬ 
stead of a rattle or cuddly toy. 

The album was produced by veteran 
musician and producer Eddy Morton in 
his Stourbridge studio and was record¬ 
ed in a day. 

This could be behind its raw, unpol¬ 
ished feel which gives it an honesty, 
authenticity and almost an urgency. 

Drop Down Mama is one Derby-born 
Sunjay has been taking around on his 
tours for some time and now the foot 
stomper is down on disc it still has the 
feel of a live performance. 

What follows is the depression era 
blues, Nobody Wants To Know You 
When You Down & Out where Sunjay 
shows a side to his playing that is slick¬ 
er than a latex clad tobogganist who 
has been covered in grease and sent 
down an oiled slipway. 

He keeps the bluesy sound but gives 
it the kind of polish you associate with 
Jake Thackray. If you want to get a feel 
for his skill with the frets then the next 
track Duncan & Brady is as good an 
example as any. 

Sunjay has a really smooth style of 
playing blues. His voice lends itself 
more to the serpentine sound rather 
than the dirty or gritty vocals of legends 
such as Howlin’ Wolf, Muddy Waters or 
Lightnin’ Hopkins. This album is a tes¬ 
timony to his talent . 

He sounds cool, plays cool, looks 
cool so much so you almost expect a 
little light to come when he opens his 
guitar case. 


Sam Kelly 
Lost Boys 

This is a superb album not just be¬ 
cause of Sam Kelly’s fantastic voice 
and ability to fill the songs he sings 
with life but also it reeks of folk, but it 
drips tradition and is the antithesis of 
so many albums which are trying to 
make folk sound more commercial. 

Kelly’s debut album opens with Jolly 
Waggoners where he shows you all you 
need is an instrument, a good voice, 
enthusiasm for what you are singing. 

Banish Misfortune brings in the su¬ 
perb banjo picking of Jamie Francis, 
who wrote the track and whose style 
sounds very much like the precision 
playing of Gerry O’Connor. 

Kelly’s distinct voice which has that 
slight warble alongside Francis’ pick¬ 
ing gives the mountain sound of Six 
Miners some authenticity with the 
singer opening it up with a whole new 
freshness. 

What has also makes this so enjoy¬ 
able is the quality of talent Kelly has 
assembled around him which includes 
Ciaran Algar, Graham Coe, Lukas 
Drinkwater and Josh Franklin. 


Mairearad & Anna 
Best Day 

If you could make a mink coat out of 
music then this selection from Scottish 
duo Mairearad Green and Anna Massie 
would fit the bill. 

Green and Massie are like a two 
woman orchestra and this album gives 
them more than ample opportunity to 
show off their impressive multi-instru¬ 
mental skills. 

This is a chance to enjoy two of the 
most talented Scottish female folk mu¬ 
sicians around. 

Damien O’Kane 
Areas of High Traffic 

It’s been five years since the talent¬ 
ed honorary Yorkshireman produced a 
solo album. This is a very personal col¬ 
lection from Damien O’Kane and one 
where he is trying to give traditional 
songs, which mean a great deal to him, 
a modern slant. 

The Colraine-born artist is a fine 
singer, songwriter, guitarist and music 
arranger. 

His voice has that distinctive and 
traditional Gaelic quality, which has the 
drone feel of the uilleann pipes. 
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Golf day has 
raised £2,000 

A FINANCIAL services company raised 
£2,200 at a golf day for a breast cancer 
charity. 

Prosperity Wealth, based in St John’s 
Road, Stourbridge, held its second annual 
charity golf day to raise funds for Breast 
Cancer Now. 

Around 80 players, including staff and 
clients, took part in the sporting fundraiser 
at Bewdley Pines Golf Club and clubbed to¬ 
gether to raise £2,200. 

Breast Cancer Now is the UK’s largest 
breast cancer charity and is dedicated to 
funding research into the disease. 

Company director, Matt Bell, said: “This 
is a charity that is very close to our hearts 
and I’m delighted that we have been able to 
raise this fantastic amount of money to help 
them continue their work. 

“It was a fantastic day and I would like to 
thank staff from Prosperity Wealth as well 
as our clients who gave up their time to help 
raise this money.” 


London Midland win rail 
deal after a £l3m pledge 


LONDON Midland has won 
the contract to continue op¬ 
erating train services in the 
West Midlands. 

It will see the company intro¬ 
duce a £13 million package of pas¬ 
senger improvements. 

Free wi-h will be provided on trains, 
extra services will be put on and addi¬ 
tional car parking at busy stations will 
be introduced. 

London Midland was awarded the 
Department for Transport (DfT) con¬ 
tract until October 2017. 

It includes putting on two extra 
evening services every weekday from 


London to the Trent Valley, providing 
an additional 2,300 seats from Euston 
each week and earlier services to cen¬ 
tral Birmingham on Sunday mornings 
from surrounding towns. 

It is also to introduce new and up¬ 
graded ticket machines at selected 
stations, with click and collect and 
contactless payment options. 

There will also be new targets to im¬ 
prove customer satisfaction and train 
punctuality. 

London Midland said improvements 
worth £13m are planned over the next 
18 months. 

It will also have to meet tough new 
targets to improve train cleanliness, 


install CCTV on cross-city Birming¬ 
ham services and equip station staff 
with electronic tablets so better infor¬ 
mation is given to travellers. 

The operator will also be required 
to introduce smart ticketing on trains, 
building on the existing Swift smart- 
card scheme. 

London Midland managing direc¬ 
tor, Patrick Verwer, said: “Winning 
this contract is a great endorsement 
by the DfT of how London Midland is 
focused on improving our passengers’ 
journeys. Since 2007 we have invested 
nearly £300 million in trains and sta¬ 
tions. Over the last two years we have 
significantly improved performance.” 



MD Patrick Verwer 


Sport manager 
among the best 

A SPORT and physical activity manager 
has been named among the best in the 
country. 

Dudley Council’s Rachael Doyle was 
listed as one of the most inspiring physical 
activity professionals by industry giants 
UK Active at the national Active Training 
Awards. 

Halesowen-based Rachael gained the 
accolade in recognition of her work over 
the last 12 months that has paved the way 
for an increased programme of sport and 
physical activities at council leisure cen¬ 
tres and parks. They all now offer indoor 
and outdoor classes called ‘functional fit¬ 
ness’. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for health and wellbeing, said: “We 
are so proud of Rachael’s achievements, 
as part of her 18 years’ service to Dudley 
Council.” 


Village art display 
is picture perfect 



Gail Belchamber, left and Jacqueline Bradley with their art 

ARTISTS from Hagley made a colourful splash in their 
latest exhibition of original paintings with more than 200 
pieces of work on show. 

Hagley Art Club’s annual exhibition, which is now in its 
26th year, was opened by Viscount Cobham of Hagley Hall. 

Around 400 visitors attended the exhibition over its 
three days, with exhibition organiser Hazel Gillard declar¬ 
ing the event a success. 

“It was great, it was really successful,” she said. “Lord 
Cobham opened it and he chose six paintings that were 
highly commended and the overall winner was Graham 
Madders. 

“We sold some of the paintings and they were more the 
high-end ones. The sales were slightly down on previous 
years but because we sold the more expensive paintings 
we actually might have taken more money than we have 
in the past.” 

Visitors got the chance to view the exhibits, which were 
priced from £50 to £100, at Hagley’s Community Centre in 
Worcester Road. 

volunteers needed 
to help the lonely 

PEOPLE are being asked to give up their time to help 
those who are lonely or isolated. 

Dudley Council is launching a befriending service to pro¬ 
vide one-to-one and group assistance to housing tenants. 

The scheme intends to help people gain a more positive 
outlook by becoming more involved in society. Volunteers 
will be asked to provide friendly, informal support. 

Councillor Gaye Partridge, in charge of housing in the 
borough, said: “The festive season is a time when many 
of us make a pledge to undertake a New Year’s resolution 
and often these relate to becoming more active in the local 
community. The befriending service offers individuals the 
opportunity to help housing tenants who need help, assis¬ 
tance and perhaps a friendly face.” 

Call 07827 873394 or email stayconnected@dudley.gov. 
uk for details of how to volunteer. Training will be pro¬ 
vided. 



In your home for a 

Comfortable & Stylish 

CHRISTMAS 

Find your perfect sofa to snuggle up on this Christmas at Cousins Furniture, 
dining tables to feast from, beds and bedrooms to dream in, beautiful carpets, 
flooring & rugs, stylish accessories and homewares to complete the look. 

All with guaranteed delivery in time for Christmas. 
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Warwick Road, 
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T: 0121 765 3300 
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DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 
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A57, Regent Rd, 
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T: 0161 875 4070 


FREE PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT • LARGE STOCKS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 
on price! * 


CELEBRATING 



0% APR REPRESENTATIVE *Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500 in store only. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in December 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 
Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
Prices in this advert are valid until 20.12.15. Check with stores for availability of ranges available for pre Christmas delivery. See website for Price Promise details. 
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WHISKY 


PRINCE CONSORT WHISKY 70cl £9-49 
_BELLS 70CL £10.99 

HIGH COMMISSIONER 70CL £10.99 
GRANTS 70CL £11.29 
TEACHER’S 70CL £11.79 
JACK DANIELS 70cl £16-99 
JIM BEAM 70CL £13-99 
FAMOUS GROUSE 70CL £12.49 
JAMESON 70CL £16-99 
BUSHMILLS ORIGINAL 70CL £16-99 
TULLAMORE DEW 70CL £18.99 


MALT WHISKY WITH 
PRESENTATION BOX 


GLEN PARKER 7QCL £15.99 
GLEN MORANGIE 70CL £24.99 
GLENFIPPICH 70CL £24.99 

HIGHLAND PARK (WITH 2 GLASSES) 
_70CL £26.99_ 

BOWMORE 70CL £31.99 
ABERLOUR 70CL £23.99 


VODKA 


GLEN’S VODKA 70CL £9.99 

SMIRNOFF 70CL BLUEBERRY, LIME, 
APPLE, VANILLA £12.99 

SMIRNOFF 70CL £10.79 
AMSTERDAM 70CL £10.99 
ABSOLUT 70CL £13.99 
CIROC 70CL 

(VARIOUS FLAVOURS) £23.99 


BRANDY 


PRINCE CONSORT BRANDY 70cl £9.99 
TH R EE BARRELS 70CL £13.99 
E & J BRANDY 70CL £12.99 
MARTELL 70CL £17.99 
METAXA 7 STAR 70CL £18.99 
ASBACH 70CL £20.99 


GIN 


GORDONS 70CL £11.49 
BEEFEATER GIN 70CL £15.49 
BOMBAY SAPPHIRE 70CL £16.99 


TANQUERAY GIN 70CL £16.99 



CAPTAIN MORGAN 70CL £11.99 


LAMB’S NAVY RUM 70CL £11.99 

CAPTAIN MORGAN SPICED RUM 
_70CL £11.79_ 

BACARDI 70CL £12.99 
SAILOR JERRY 70CL £16.99 
KRAKEN SPICED RUM 70CL £19.99 

WOOD’S OLD NAVY RUM 
_ 70CL £21.99 _ 

PUSSERS RUM 70CL £25.99 


LIQUERS 


BAILEYS 70CL £9.49 


BAILEYS 1LTR £13.99 


TIA MARIA 70CL £11.99 


SHERIDANS 50CL £11.49 


MALIBU 70CL £10.99 


BLUE REEF (COCONUT & RUM) 
70CL £4.99 


ROYAL DUTCH ADVOCAAT 
70CL £5.99 


ARCHERS 70CL £10.99 


DRAMBUIE 70CL £21.99 


COINTREAU 70CL £16.99 


GRAND MARNIER 70CL £19.99 


FIREBALL 70CL £13.99 


GLAYVA 70CL £15.99 
SOUTHERN COMFORT 70CL £14.49 
OUZO 70CL £14.99 
SAMBUCA 70CL £12.99 


PERNOD 70CL £16.99 


JAGERMEISTER 70CL £14.99 


MESSER SCHMITT 70CL £6.99 


DISARONNO 50CL £11.99 


AMARETTO 70CL £5.99 


PORT, FORTIFIED 
WINE & FRUIT WINES 


PORTMAN’S FINE RUBY 70CL £4.99 

TAYLOR’S FINE RUBY PORT 
75CL £8.99 

COCKBURN’S FINE RUBY PORT 
75CL £7.99 


COCKBURN’S SPECIAL RESERVE 
75CL £8.99 


CROFT 75CL £7.99 


CROFT £9.99 LITRE 


HARVEY’S BRISTOL CREAM 
75CL £7.99 


QC LTR (VARIETIES) £4.99 

STONE’S GREEN GINGER WINE 
70CL £4.49 


CRABBIES MULLED GINGER WINE 
70CL £4.99 


MULLED WINE 75CL £2.99 


WHITEWAYS DAMSON, APRICOT, 
CHERRY 70CL £4.49 


BROADLAND FRUIT WINE 

(VARIETIES) 75CL £4.49 

CHERRY B 

113MLX 4 BOTTLES £2.99 


SNOWBALL 

113MLX 4 BOTTLES £2.99 


BABYCHAM 

20CL X 8 BOTTLES £5.00 


CHAMPAGNE & 
SPARKLING WINE 


PAUL LANGER 75CL £12.99 
HEIPSIECK MONOPOLE 75CL £16.99 
LANSON 75CL £21.99 
HARDY’S SPARKLING CHARDONNAY 
PINOT NOIR 75CL £6.99 
FREIXENET CORDON NEGRO 
_ 75CL £7.99_ 

PROSECCO 75CL 2 FOR £10.00 
ASTI MARTINI 70CL £6.49 
CHARDOLIN118 LTR £1.99 


WINES UP TO 
50% OFF 


BLOSSOM HILL 75CL 
(RED, WHITE & ROSE) 3 FOR £9.00 
BLOSSOM HILL 75CL (CHARDONAY, 
WHITE ZINFANDEL) 2 FOR £8.00 
ECHO FALLS 75CL 
RED/WHITE/ROSE 3 FOR £9.00 
ECHO FALLS 75CL 
VARIETIES 3 FOR £11.00 
ECHO FALLS 75CL 

VARIETIES AND FRUITY 3 FOR £10.00 
GALLO 75CL WHITE ZINFANDEL, 
GRENACHE, MERLOT 2 FOR £8.00 
TURNING LEAF 75CL (VARIETIES) 

_2 FOR £10.00_ 

BAREFOOT 75CL (VARIETIES) 
_2 FOR £9.00_ 

MCGUIGAN 75CL (VARIETIES) 
_2 FOR £9.00_ 

KUMALA 75CL (VARIETIES) 
_3 FOR £10.00_ 

EAGLE HAWK 75CL (VARIETIES) 
_2 FOR £9.00_ 

JACOB’S CREEK 75CL (VARIETIES) 
_2 FOR £10.00_ 

HARDY’S STAMP 75CL (VARIETIES) 
_2 FOR £8.00_ 

HARDY’S VR 75CL (VARIETIES) 
_3 FOR £10.00_ 

HARDY’S NOTTAGE HILL, HARDY’S 
CREST 75CL 2 for £10.00 
OXFORD LANDING (VARIETIES) 
_7CL £2 FOR £8.00_ 

LINDEMAN’S ASSORTED BIN WINES 
_75CL 2 FOR £9.00_ 

WOLF BLASS YELLOW LABELS 
75CL £6.99 EACH 2 for £12.00 
YELLOW TAIL (VARIETIES) 75CL 
_2 FOR £9.00_ 

BLACK TOWER 75cl (varieties) 
_2 FOR £8.00_ 

CASILLERO DEL DIABLO 75CL 
(VARIETIES) 2 FOR £9.00 
STOWELLS 75CL (ASSORTED) 
_3 FOR £10.00_ 

CAMPO VIEJO RIOJA TEMPARILLO 
_ 75CL £6.49 _ 

SIGLO RIOJA 75CL £7.99 


BOTTLE ALE 
MIX & MATCH 


HOBSONS 500ML (VARIETIES) 

3 FOR £5.00 

SADLERS 500ML (VARIETIES) 

3 FOR £5.00 

SADLERS CHRISTMAS ALE 500ML 
3 FOR £5.00 

HOLDENS 500ML (VARIETIES) 

3 FOR £5.00 

BADGERS 500ML (VARIETIES) 

3 FOR £5.00 
HOBGOBLIN 500ML 
3 FOR £5.00 
OLD SPECKLED 500ML 
3 for £5.00 
ABBOT ALE 500ML 
_ 3 FOR £5.00 _ 


CANS 


THATCHERS 500ML 
8 CANS £7.00, 

24 CANS £20.49 
STRONGBOW 500ML 
8 CANS £6.50, 

24 CANS £17.99 

WOODPECKER 500ML 8 CANS £6.50 
BLACKTHORN 500ML 8 CANS £6.00 
STELLA 500ML8 CANS £7.50 
24 CANS £20.99 
CARLING/FOSTERS 500ML 
8 CANS £6.50 24 CANS £17.99 


MIX & MATCH 


KRONENBOURN 500ML 

HOLSTEN PILS 500ML 8 Cans 

RED STRIPE 500ML £7.00 

SAN MIGUEL 500ML 

CARLSBERG EXPORT 0 OAMC 

CARLING PREMIER 

CAFFREY 

GUINNESS DRAUGHT 
GUINESS ORIGINAL 

£7.00 

24 CANS 
£20.49 

qnOMI 

BANK’S MILD 

BANK’S BITTER 
TETLEY’S BITTER 
TETLEY’S SMOOTH 

OUUIVIL 

8 CANS £6.50 
24 CANS 
£18.99 


BOTTLE BEER 


CORONA EXTRA 

4 BOTTLES £3.99 24 BOTTLES £19.99 
DESPERADOS 

4 BOTTLES £5.00 24 BOTTLES £25.99 
STELLA 350ML BUDWEISER 300ML 
8 BOTTLES £6.00 
24 BOTTLES £17.49 
KINGSTONE PRESS, MONTANO 
_ 660ML £1 EACH _ 


MIXERS 


SCHWEPPES LEMONADE 2LTR £1.00 
SCHWEPPES VARIETIES TONIC 
WATER 1 LTR £1.00 
R WHITE 2 LTR 2 FOR £1.50 
LUCOZADE LTR £1.00 
BOOST LTR 2 FOR £1.50 
PEPSI 2 LTR £1.00 
VIMTO 2 LTR £1.00 


^asterCar^ 

1 U 

50 Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge DY8 3QG (opposite Aldi) 

01384 379073 

26 High Street, Brockmoore, 
Brierley Hill DY5 3JA 

01384 572484 

FLETCHERS 

AT 

8 Burcher Green, Comberton Est, Kidderminster 
Mon - Sun 7.30am - 9pm 

01562 747957 

31 Drew Road (off Old Ham Lane, Off Wollescote Road), Pedmore, 
Stourbridge DY9 OUU Mon-Sat 10am-9pm Sun 12 noon-9pm 

01384 379508 

LSSfi&J SWITCH 

| Mon - Sat 9am - 10pm Sun 11am-9pm 

Mon-Sat 10 am -10 pm Sun 12 Noon - 9pm 

1 

| Mon - Sat 7.30am - 9pm Sun 8.30am - 9pm | 

| Mon - Sat 10am - 9pm Sun 12 noon - 9pm | 
















































































































































































Fears that body found in 
burned van is surfer son 



Adam Coleman, originally from Cookley, with his girlfriend Andrea Gomez 



Mexican police with the burned-out vehicle found after a week-long search 


A SURFER, originally from a 
village near Stourbridge, is 
feared dead after his burned- 
out camper van was found in 
Mexico with two bodies in¬ 
side. 

Adam Coleman, aged 33, and 
his friend Dean Lucas were re¬ 
ported missing after travelling 
from Canada to Mexico. 

Mr Coleman’s father Ian, who 
lives in Kidderminster, has issued a 
heartfelt tribute to his ‘adventurous, 
fun-loving boy’. He said: “Adam was 
such an adrenaline junkie. He was a 
beautiful and free-spirited chap.” 

His son enjoyed surfing, snowboard¬ 
ing and travelling and became an Aus¬ 
tralian surf champion at the age of 22. 

Meanwhile, Adam’s sister Sarah 
Cattermole wrote on Facebook: “I just 
wish this was one big dream that I was 
going to wake up from.” 

Tests 

Mr Coleman lived in Cookley until 
his family moved to Australia when he 
was aged six. 

Prosecutors in the Mexican state of 
Sinaloa have confirmed they are per¬ 
forming forensic tests on the two bad¬ 
ly-burned bodies as part of the hunt 
for the missing men. 

Mr Coleman and Mr Lucas, also 
33, failed to arrive as planned on 
November 21 in the city of Guadala¬ 
jara where they were due to meet up 
with Mr Coleman’s girlfriend Andrea 
Gomez. The pair, who went to college 
together, were were last seen alive on 
November 20. 

Australia’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade has released a state¬ 
ment on behalf of the families of both 
men. It said: “The families and part¬ 
ners are aware the van in which they 
were travelling has been located by 
Mexican authorities and that a tragic 
event has occurred. The families hold 
deep fears for the safety of their sons 


but stress that they are still waiting 
for details to be confirmed.” 

Mr Coleman ran his own landscape 
gardening and pest control businesses. 

His brother Danny, who lives in 
Kidderminster, said: “Adam is such an 
amazing guy who lives life to the full.” 


Adam Coleman’s father Ian said: 
“We are trying to piece together the 
events which led up to this awful trag¬ 
edy.” He confirmed that his ex-wife 
and daughter were travelling to Mex¬ 
ico. Adam’s mother Sherree, 53, was 
taking her son’s dental records. 



01384 566 945 0121 421 3733 

www.carewish.co.uk 



PANASONIC TX-24C300B 

• 24” HD Ready LED TV 200Hz (rmr) 
•High Contrast 

• Essential apps 

• Media Player 


PANASONIC TX-32CS510B 

• my Home Screen 

• Adaptive Backlight Dimming 

• p^ipe & Share Was £32gg5 

• Internet Apps 

• Media Player CZnJulStf 


PANASONIC TX-50CX802B 

• Freeview Play Built-in 

• 4K Studio Master Processor 

• Local Dimming Pro |y as £1299.95 

• Studio Master Colour /'«D/ - irV72 

• my Home Screen 2.0 

powered by Firefox OS £. * 

• Freesat Built In 7 J 


PANASONIC TX-50CX680B 

• 4K Ultra HD TV 

• Studio Master Colour 

• My Homescreen 2.0 Powered By 

Firefox OS a 

: Quad-corePro I 


PANASONIC TX-40CX400B 

• Uncompromising 4K picture quality 
is yours with this 

4K Ultra HD LED TV featuring an 
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Homes 



Five ways 
you can cut 
down your 
water usage 

IF your home has a water meter, you’re 
probably used to conserving water, but 
are you doing as much as you could? 

1. About a third of the water we use at home is for 
flushing the loo, but you can save a lot by only flush¬ 
ing when there’s something solid to flush away. If this 
doesn’t appeal, you can restrict the amount of water 
used for each flush by fitting a water-saving loo, such 
as a dual-flush one that has a big and a little flush. You 
can also put something (a brick, or a plastic bag de¬ 
signed for the job - some water 
companies provide these free) 
in the cistern, so it doesn’t use 
as much water to flush. 

2. Taking a shower uses 
around two-thirds less water 
than taking a bath, but this 
is providing you’re only in 
the shower for a few minutes 
and it’s not a power shower - 
power showers can use more 
water than a bath. You’ll 
save most water by fitting a 
flow-restricting shower or an 
aerating shower head. These 
use less water per minute and shouldn’t leave you 
showering in a dribble. Mira Showers’ Eco showers, 
for example, use flow regulators to limit the maximum 
flow of water, while their Eco shower heads use aerat¬ 
ing technology to create the sensation of a normal flow 
using a lot less water (see www.mirashowers.co.uk). 

3. If you have a dripping tap, fix it quickly because it 
will soon waste litres of water. Often the tap just needs 
a new washer, which isn’t hard to fit. You can also save 
water by fitting flow restrictors or regulators to your 
home’s taps, or tap inserts that aerate the water. 

4. One of the best ways to save water is to install a 
grey-water recycling system. This typically takes waste 
water from the bath, shower and basin (and sometimes 
other waste water) and uses it for the loo and outside 
tap. There are various ways to do this, some of which 
are expensive, but it can be as straightforward as fitting 
a waste-pipe splitter to separate the water from your 
bathroom’s loo from the rooms’ other waste water. 

5. In the garden, rainwater can be collected in a 
-’ water butt by connecting it to 

a downpipe, which is a fairly 
simple DIY job. This makes 
watering the garden easier. 
A more elaborate version of 
this is a rainwater harvesting 
system. There are different 
versions, but it’s often a sys¬ 
tem that collects rain from 
the guttering and pumps it to 
where it’s needed. More than 
half of the mains water we use 
at home could be replaced by 
rainwater in this way, so it 
- could make a big difference. 

PRODUCT OF THE WEEK 

If you know someone who has a lot of painting to do, 
a bells-and-whistles roller set would make a cracking 
Christmas gift. Screwfix has a couple of great-value 
Harris ones that are currently on offer. Harris’ The Re¬ 
ally Big Roller Box (currently £23.99, Screwfix, www. 
screwfix.com) contains all sorts of decorating goodies, 
including different roller frames and sleeves (the 7in 
ones are excellent for medium-sized jobs), roller trays, 
an extension pole for painting ceilings, a useful tray lid 
and a disposable tray liner. 

This set is a fantastic starter kit, as is the Harris 
Decorators Kit 14 Piece Set (£14.99, Screwfix). This 
also contains various roller frames and sleeves that 
produce a good finish, but the best thing about it is the 
large paint scuttle. Unlike many scuttles, this one has 
a lid, so you can safety leave paint in it overnight and 
continue painting the next day, which is really useful. 
The scuttle’s also big enough to be used to mix and 
store paint in if you’re creating your own wall or ceiling 
colour - simple but brilliant. 

HOW-TO TIP 

If you discover a frozen pipe at home this winter, act 
quickly before it bursts. To defrost it, first check that 
it hasn’t split and that the fittings haven’t been pushed 
apart, then apply heat gently along the length of the 
pipe using a hairdryer - if the pipe leads to a tap, make 
sure it’s turned on. Call in a plumber immediately if 
you’re not confident you can deal with this yourself. 




Fill your home with the 
warm scent of Christmas 



A FESTIVE fragrance works won¬ 
ders for conjuring the Christmas 
spirit. 

The power of scent is well-known 

- it can turn back time, bring back 
memories and transport us to other 
worlds in a nanosecond, which proba¬ 
bly explains why more and more of us 
are embracing home fragrances. Espe¬ 
cially at Christmas time, when we feel 
nostalgic as well as merry. 

The season has its characteristic scents, 
from fir trees and woodsmoke to mince pies 
and mulled wine - and just a hint of those 
conjured by the magic of a room spray, can¬ 
dle or diffuser, can evoke the warm, wel¬ 
coming spirit of the festive season. 

There are a myriad more increasingly so¬ 
phisticated scents too, which can appeal in¬ 
dividually and say as much about our style 
and taste as a personal fragrance. 

“This winter, fragrance is all about the 
beauty of the outdoors, and those who want 
to be reminded of all their best childhood 
memories of the season need look no fur¬ 
ther than the enchantingly beautiful scents 
conjuring crisp frosted pines, fir tree, winter 
citrus, holly, ivy and soft white musk notes, 
representing the first snowfall of winter,” 
says Roz Wicks, marketing manager at fra¬ 
grance house, Symrise. 

“For some, nothing makes the season like 
the smell of spice and there’s an increased 
focus on food inspired scents this year - 
brambleberries, cranberries, clementines, 
cloves, gingerbread, roasted chestnuts, cin¬ 
namon, ginger, tonka beans and cardamom. 
These will fill the house with warmth and 
cheer on a cold, dark winter’s eve.” 

Those seeking glamorous scents for late- 
night winter soirees could, she suggests, 
embrace warm oriental notes to conjure a 
party atmosphere: rich frankincense, sweet 
myrrh, velvet rose, sandalwood, cedar and 
golden amber. 

Read on to find out how you can get the 
right scent for every seasonal occasion, 
whether to soothe stress as you battle with 
the preparations, conjure festive atmos¬ 
phere or simply ramp up the party spirit... 

WICK WISDOM 

Use a candle snuffer when extinguish¬ 
ing candles. This avoids movement in the 
wick and debris falling into the melted wax 
which will cause smoke when you relight. 
Ensure wicks are trimmed to a maximum 
length of 5mm before lighting and the wax 
is clear of debris or dust. Keep a candle on 
a flat surface and not near draughts, which 
can cause flickering and uneven burn. Make 
sure you burn a candle long enough so the 
wax fully pools across the surface, but no 
longer than four hours at a time. 

ADVENT COUNTDOWN 

Make each day in the lead up to Christ¬ 
mas special, with a fragrance of its own. 
Yankee Candle’s Advent House In The 
Snow, £27.99, features a tea light for every 
day in one of seven seasonal scents, includ¬ 
ing spiced orange, snowflake cookie and 
winter glow, as well as a Christmas Eve vo¬ 
tive. If you’d like to specifically match your 
fragrance to your personality, the compa¬ 
ny’s Fragrance Finder app can help you re¬ 
fine your choice (yankeecandle.co.uk). 
STRESS SOOTHERS 

For all its charm, the pressures of Christ¬ 
mas preparation can leave us feeling fraz¬ 
zled rather than festive - so call for the 
scent soothers! AromaWorks has four de¬ 
signed to appeal to the senses: Nurture to 
relax, Serenity to restore, Inspire to bring 
balance, and Soulful to calm jangled nerves, 
all available in their Box Of Signature 4 set, 
£42. 

Running a hot bath, dimming the lights 
and lying back to soak up the scent of an 
Elemis Spa Light Candle, £25, which aims 
to bring peace with vanilla, and then re-en- 
ergise with orange and cinnamon, is a great 
stress-buster. For an exotic take on tran¬ 
quillity, Japanese Takahashi Hiroko has 
an innovative new range of four fragrances, 
presented in bone china containers with 
striking monochrome designs. Ichi is red¬ 
olent of a rain-refreshed landscape with 
notes of lily of the valley, jasmine and vet- 
iver. Diffusers, £75 each, Unique & Unity. 

COSY NIGHTS 

Sitting by the fire writing shopping lists 

- or, more importantly, Santa requests - is 
essential, and the right scent could help you 
make light work of the task. “My favourite 
fragrance for this time of year is a blend of 


clementines, mulled wine and firewood, in 
Mulled Wine By The Fire,” says TV pre¬ 
senter Amanda Lamb. Air Wick Life Scents 
Mulled Wine By The Fire reed diffuser, £4, 
Asda. 

Alternatively, step in from the cold and 
be warmed by The White Company’s Win¬ 
ter scent, which blends notes of cinnamon 
and clove with a dash of fresh orange, for a 
traditional aroma. Pillar candles from £25. 

WOODLAND WALKS 

“Just like a favourite perfume, scented 
candles can transport us back in time and 
bring back wonderful memories, with many 
people using a favourite seasonal scent 
year after year,” says Laura Lee, a florist 
and event specialist who’s helped Kenneth 
Turner - the fragrance-maker beloved by 
celebrities including the Prince of Wales, 
Vanessa Redgrave and Sting - to create 
three new seasonal scents: Masquerade, 
Winter Berries and Midwinter, from £42 
each. 

“Midwinter’s based on a walk on Boxing 
Day through trees laden with lime-green 
mistletoe - so it includes the fragrance of 
that with pine, rosemary and thyme, and 
sparkling musks.” 

For a bright, bracing aroma also remi¬ 
niscent of a stroll in winter woodland, Jo 
Malone’s Pine & Eucalyptus Home Candle, 
£42, hits all the right notes. 


MAN UP 

Home fragrance doesn’t have to a girly 
pleasure nowadays, as there are plenty of 
scents to appeal to the boys. 

The tangy-sweet odour of old books, bees¬ 
wax polish and wood-panelling is conjured 
up for a ‘library’ scent using plum, peach, 
leather, violet and patchouli in Bibliotheque 
by Byredo. A limited-edition Room Spray, 
£60, Liberty. “It’s a timeless scent, unique 
and quite addictive,” says Byredo founder, 
Ben Gorham. 

Alternatively, a Havana Candle, from 
£20, Karma Feeling, combines the macho 
scent of Cuban tobacco and oak. 

PARTY SPARKLE 

Partying and socialising with family and 
friends is all part of the fun of the season. 
Before you pop a cork, instantly conjure a 
party atmosphere with a Champagne Rose 
Candle, £25, Voluspa, which has notes of 
brut rose Champagne, chilled and poured 
over cassis berries and edible white rose 
petals. 

The aptly-named Cocktail Gardener 
candle range from Amazon has four fra¬ 
grances, £30 each, created by mixologist, 
Lottie Muir. 

“These candles are inspired by years of 
experimenting with the intense aroma and 
flavour of plants to capture the joy of nature 
in a glass,” she says. Bloody Rosemary has 


uplifting notes of rosemary, grapefruit and 
oak, while Woodland Martini is a velvety 
mix of sage, Douglas fir needles, cedar and 
musk. 

DIVINE DINING 

Enhance a gourmet feast with Diptyque’s 
Liquidambar, from £28, which is spiced 
with nutmeg and cinnamon, then blended 
with muscovado sugar for a sweet aroma. 
Meanwhile, by Sainsbury’s Redcurrant And 
Cassis Cloche Candle, £15, is a rich fruity 
blend of crushed redcurrants, sweetened 
with pomegranate and plum. 

FLOWER POWER 

Heady floral fragrance adds a hint of lux¬ 
ury and evokes rooms filled with bouquets. 
“Perfume is said to complete a woman’s 
outfit, and home fragrance completes a 
home, because it should be tailored to the 
style and personality of the owner,” says 
Leo Gibbon, co-founder of new home fra¬ 
grance company, IIUVO. Its Ajon candle, 
£50, has a scent inspired by Gibbon’s moth¬ 
er’s floristry workshop and contains a blend 
of orange blossom, jasmine, rose and the es¬ 
sence of a classic gardenia (available direct 
from the company or from Liberty). 

For a budget-friendly option, check out 
the floral Leafy & Lovely Box Candle, cur¬ 
rently reduced from £6 to £4, Superdrug. 





















Scooby BOO! Presley 
the giant scaredy-cat 



All shook up - nervous Great Dane Presley, gets a reassuring cuddle from his owner Sian Barrett, from Oldbury 


HE may be more than 6ft tall 
standing on his back legs but 
this Great Dane is a real-life 
Scooby Doo - cowering at 
the vacuum cleaner and run¬ 
ning away from terriers. 

The slightest fright will send the 
two-year-old charging to owner Sian 
Barrett for a reassuring cuddle. 

Sian, aged 46, from Oldbury, says 
13-and-a-half stone Presley is terri¬ 
fied of smaller dogs and will run and 
hide when he’s confronted by another 
pooch. 


Sian said: “Presley is definitely a 
real-life Scooby Doo, he is afraid of 
everything. I was walking Presley in 
the park and he got scared off by a 
West Highland terrier, which is tiny 
compared to him. 

“He is such a timid dog that I have 
to go out of the room whenever I get 
plastic bags out. He hates them. The 
rustling scares him. My husband calls 
him a massive wuss.” 

Sian, a mother-of-three who runs 
pet shop Langley Pet Supplies, says 
Presley, who she has shown at Crufts, 
has a kindly nature that always wins 
people over. 



What’s rustling! Presley gets a fright 



keep well 


Contact the Winter Warmth Support Service for free: 

• home energy advice visit 

• insulation • boilers • blankets 

• heaters • hot water bottles 

(criteria apply to all). 

Call us now on 01384 817086 

or email: WinterWarmth@dudley.gov.uk 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


keep warm, 
keep well 

Winter warmth support service 
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I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR 
RETIRED & DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 


We will supply 
and fit a luxury chrome | 
heated ladder rail 
worth £200 FREE!! 
with every bathroom 
fitted in December 
l & January 


^BATHROOMS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 































NHS DENTISTRY CARE 
MODERN NHS DENTISTRY 
WITH CARE 



Look great & feel great 
in 2015 


WE ALSO OFFER: 

• BEST PRACTICE 
GUIDELINES APPLIED 

•ONE TO ONE QUALITY CARE 

• DIGITAL XRAY 

• SAME DAY URGENT BOOKINGS 

• ORTHODONTIC CARE 

• CHOICE OF FOUR 
EXPERT DENTISTS 


RICHMOND HOUSE DENTAL PRACTICE 

Book your appointment today 


01384 390111 


All work guaranteed 
135 High Street, 
Amblecote 
Stourbridge 
DY84YY 

www.eliassmilecentre.co.uk 



We are proud to a 
Ann Elizabeth Hair Care now trading as 

OLDSWINFORD 

HAIR & BEAUTY 


New Beauty Therapist 
Hay ley with 16 years experience 


01384 390 953 

199 Hagley Road, Stourbridge Dy8 2JP 


MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
AND FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
r C www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

Telephone: 01384 573 074 



GAJUJAV0 

Est 1976 


/safel 


For complete peace of mind and a friendly service, 
why not visit Gasway in Lower High Street, 
Stourbridge DY81TA. 01884 872246 




Open since 1976 Gasway has been your first choice for Gas Fires, 
Surrounds, Cookers and much more, all at competitive prices. 

Why not visit Dave, Jon and the team today for 
FREE expert advice and quotes. 


W=K=JI 




• Cookers Supplied and Fitted 

»Gas Fires and Fire Surrounds 
> Electric Fires and Fire suites 
»Servicing Spare Parts 

• Central bleating Systems 
Supplied and Fitted 

• Fire Guards / Companion Sets 

• All at competitive Prices 


Free standing gas stoves 

Natural gas or Ipg 

Can be fitted into class 1, class 2 

and precast flues 

Flue and venting options 

Manual control with integral ignition 

Log fuel bed 

Up to 78% efficient 

3.6k output 





















































































Ban on Adele gig 
tickets off touts 

TICKETS for Adele’s concerts bought on 
‘secondary’ websites will be cancelled and 
left worthless, says the company handling 
sales as it cracks down on touts charging up 
to £2,000. 

The singer will be performing at Birming¬ 
ham’s Gen ting Arena on March 29 and 30 
and now extra dates have been added for 
April 1 and 2. 

But, in order to gain entry, ticket hold¬ 
ers will be asked to present valid photo ID 
matching the name of the customer who 
placed the order printed on their ticket. 

Each buyer must enter the concert at the 
same time as their guests and name changes 
will not be allowed. The TicketMaster web¬ 
site says: “Failure to bring photo ID match¬ 
ing the name will result in refusal of entry 
to the show. There will be no exception.” 


Schedule for police station 
closures to begin in January 


POLICE buildings in the Black Coun¬ 
try will start closing from January 
as plans to save £8.6 million were 
backed by bosses at West Midlands 
Police. 

Dudley, Kingswinford, Halesowen and 
Stourbridge stations will be axed, while 
eight other depots and storage facilities 
will close and be sold off, the force has con¬ 
firmed. 

A total of 13 Black Country sites are among 
28 police buildings in the West Midlands that 


will shut over the next two years, reducing the 
number of sites by 10 per cent and bringing in 
£8.6m through property sales and savings on 
running costs. A further £3.1m will be saved on 
maintenance work. 

Following a consultation, the move passed 
through the final discussion stage at a meeting 
of the region’s Strategic Policing and Crime 
Board last week. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson has backed the move, 
and says that ‘officers, not buildings’ keep peo¬ 
ple safe. He is set to formally announce the clo¬ 


sures within the next few days. The move has 
sparked fury among many politicians and rank 
and file police officers. 

Mr Jamieson said: “These changes will have 
no impact on response times as response officers 
are not based at these locations. 

“Between 2010 and 2015 West Midlands Po¬ 
lice was cut harder than any other force in the 
country which means we still have difficult de¬ 
cisions to make. 

“My priority is always will be people not build¬ 
ings. Many people from across the political di¬ 
vide have realised this.” 


ITV apologises 
for Lenny gaffe 

ITV News has apologised after showing 
footage of Ainsley Harriott during Sir 
Lenny Henry’s knighthood interview. 

The TV company has come under fire 
after cutting to a clip of the TV chef per¬ 
forming at the Comedy Store. The gaffe 
occurred after Dudley-born Sir Lenny had 
earlier spoken of his attempt to encourage 
more diversity in the TV industry. 

Comic Relief co-founder Sir Lenny was 
recognised for services to drama and char¬ 
ity (see front page). He has previously ex¬ 
pressed concern over the low number of 
black, Asian and ethnic minorities work¬ 
ing in the creative industries. 

ITV put together a package which in¬ 
cluded an interview with the star and ar¬ 
chive footage, including the Harriott clip. 


17 


3,2,1 Thunderbirds art go! 



Allyn Wyer, of Stourbridge, with some of his nostalgic cult TV sketches now on show 


FROM Captain Scarlet to Thunderbirds 
and Fireball XL5 - one man has turned his 
passion for the cult TV into art. 

Allyn Wyer, aged 55, says he has dabbled 
in art for most of his life and now 10 of his 
pencil drawings featuring machines from 
the shows created by Gerry Anderson are 
on display in his home town. 

This Saturday will make the last chance 
to view the exhibition at Stourbridge Li¬ 
brary which includes an accumulation of Mr 
Wyer’s drawings - many of which he drew 
while on his lunch breaks. 

“I would actually draw a few of them 


at the canteen table at my old work place 
when I’d have 15 minutes to spare,” he ex¬ 
plained. “I started drawing them a couple 
of years ago as a pastime and a tribute to 
the shows. I grew up watching the likes of 
Thunderbirds and Captain Scarlet. It was 
all my era,” he added. 

The drawings include vehicles from var¬ 
ious 1960 and 70s ‘Supermarionation’ TV 
puppet shows plus UFO, which used real 
actors alongside the stunning sci-fi models. 

The exhibition can be found on the sec¬ 
ond floor of Stourbridge Library in the 
Crown Centre. 


Girl, 13, punched in 
the face by driver 

POLICE are hunting a lorry driver who punched a 13-year- 
old girl in the face, knocking her to the floor, as she walked 
to school in Rowley Regis. 

The attacker also tugged at the terrified girl’s hair until 
her screams alerted passers-by and he fled in a flat-bed 
lorry. 

Police are appealing for help to catch the attacker who 
struck as the child was walking in Harvest Road at around 
8.15am last Thursday. 

Detective Sergeant Andy Robinson said: “The young girl 
was not seriously injured but understandably extremely 
distressed by the incident. “This appears to be an isolated 
incident - we have no other reports of similar offences - 
and the motive for the assault is unclear. It was certainly 
a shocking attack in broad daylight as the girl was on her 
way to school. We urgently need to trace the driver.” 

The attacker is described as white, around 30 years old, 
5ft lOins tall, with short hair. He may have been wearing 
blue overalls. The flat-bed bed lorry was blue with a white 
cab. 

Anyone with information should call police on 101 (ex¬ 
tension 812 3038) or can call Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111. 


Trams back 
in centre 
of Brum 

TRAMS are up and running 
again in Birmingham city 
centre for the first time in 
over 60 years. 

Passengers can now travel 
to a new stop in Bull Street, 
the first step in the opening 
of the £128 million city cen¬ 
tre tramline extension. 

Services began running to 
the stop last weekend, the 
first time trams have run 
in the city centre since they 
were withdrawn in 1953. 

The modern Metro net¬ 
work previously went as far 
as Snow Hill. 

Building of the Midland 
Metro extension into the 
main shopping area is being 
carried out by Centro. 


s £ lE summerhill Bathrooms 

NOW Genuine Price Reductions 


0 


NEW RANGE 
NOW AVAILABLE 

RESORT 

Furniture Combinations 



DESIGNER SUITE 

I Basin, 




cistern 
with soft 


£169 


CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, -- 
500 basin & soft close 
seat. 


nml£139 


DESIGNER 

600 

VANITY 

UNIT 

SALE 

PRICE 

£159 


1050 COMBI UNIT 


was £399" 

price £249 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 


DESIGNER 

400 

CLOAK 

ROOM 

VANITY 

UNIT 

£99 


P and L SHAPED BATHS 


INCLUDES 
P or L shaped 
bath, front 
panel, bath 
screen with 
safety glass 
and towel rail. 


SALE 

PRICE 


£329 


SALE CQftO 

price £ODS9 


rV* 

mfia 

••••*•> I 

MIRA 

THERMOSTATIC VALVE 
Rail, hose and head 

p s r a ice£149 

TRITON T80Z 


7151 

J 


!5kw, 8.5w 
5kw and 
10.5kw 

PRICE £139 

fsmsm 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 
or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 


m i 


Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £69 
600x1100 £79 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £79 
600x1100 £89 

tBUHHLIU 


TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME 
TAP SET 




FROM 


£79 


Chrome on solid brass 
with ceramic disc 
technology 

while stocks last 


A 


VAN ITY 
UNITS 
AT SALE 
PRICES 

Soft close doors 
complete with 
vitreous basin. 

400 £ 79 
450 E 89 
550 £ 1 09 
650 E “l “I 9 
750 E 1 69 
850 E 1 99 

umssmum 


BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ Tel: 01 384 263626 
OPEN 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
LATE 'TIL 8' FRIDAY 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY AMPLE FREE PARKING 
'PRICE PROMISE!' WE PROMISE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE INCLUDING ONLINE 
Trust the experts.... Trade Enquiries Welcome 
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Homes 




Many senior people will resort to cost-saving measures this winter 


0ver-50s worried by cost of heating 


IT’S not the cost of Christmas, it’s the cost of heat¬ 
ing their home that’s worrying the over-50s. 

As temperatures take a dip, many over-50s are 
taking desperate measures in order to meet the cost 
of heating their home this winter. One in five said 
they will struggle to pay their bills and nearly one 
in ten (nine per cent) said they would have to go to 
bed earlier and get up later in order to avoid putting 
their heating on. 

Compared to the same period last year, energy 
prices have remained relatively stable. However, 
despite this over half of over-50s are concerned 
about the cost of energy this winter, with those in 
the North East, Scotland and Wales showing the 
most concern. 

When asked what other measures some would 
have to take to ensure they can afford to keep warm 
in winter, three in five over-50s said they would 
have to wear extra clothing or only put the heating 
on at certain times of the day (61 per cent and 60 
per cent respectively). Almost a third (30 per cent) 
said that they would not heat as many rooms and 
for a shocking one in eight, parts of their homes will 
become no-go areas once the chill sets in. 


Whilst one in ten would go to bed earlier and get 
up later, one in ten also said that they would only 
put their heating on as a last resort. 

Lisa Harris, head of communications for Saga, 
said “Keeping warm in winter is not a luxury, it’s 
essential for many to keep fit and well. People 
shouldn’t be afraid of putting the heating on, but 
one in ten to admit that they would only put their 
heating on as a last resort. However, there are often 
lots of relatively simple measures that people can 
take to help keep control of their energy bills.” 

As well as getting on to the cheapest tariff pos¬ 
sible, Saga publishing have some tips for helping 
people find ways in which they can save energy and 
cut bills. 

1. A massive 20 per cent of your home’s heat es¬ 
capes through cracks and gaps around doors and 
windows. Use draught excluders, well-lined curtains 
and make sure windows are properly sealed. 

2. Setting your central heating timer correctly is a 
simple way to save energy. Fix the heating to come 
on for a couple of hours when you wake up to make 
those chilly morning showers much more bearable, 
and then for a couple of hours again in the evening. 


Don’t waste money by having the heating on during 
the day when no-one is reaping the benefits. 

3. Loft insulation is effective for at least 40 years 
and it can save you up to £250 on your energy bills 
each year. In a bungalow, it is even more essential 
that you install loft insulation as the larger surface 
area of the roof, compared to a house, will mean that 
heat can escape at a quicker rate. As a bungalow is a 
single-floor home, it would be a good idea to perhaps 
light a fire rather than putting your central heating 
on, as the rooms will heat up quicker. 

4. Insulating your walls properly can save you up 
to £460 a year. Approximately a third of all heat lost 
in an uninsulated home is through the walls, there¬ 
fore it is important to ensure you install the correct 
type of wall insulation. Depending on the type of 
walls you have, cavity wall insulation or internal/ 
external wall insulation will help reduce heat loss. 

5. The Energy Saving Trust estimates we can save 
a collective £1.7 billion a year by switching electrical 
items off. Turn off lights, TVs and phone chargers. 
Three quarters of those with a spare TV keep it on 
standby. Most importantly, don’t think standby 
does the job. Off means off. 


Keep your property safe 
against winter weather 



We could be in for more dramatic storms this winter 


There are many ways to minimise storm damage 


AS the winter weather steps up 
a notch, we present some simple 
steps for protecting your abode 
from the elements. 

The cold is coming, and homeowners in 
the UK are being encouraged to protect 
their properties and prepare for what looks 
set to be a grim winter - especially if this 
month’s recent storms are anything to go 
by! 

Insurance firms are already advising cus¬ 
tomers on how to shield their properties 
from the disruptive weather - not least by 
checking the type of policy and provider 
they currently have in place. 

Once you have the correct home insur¬ 
ance, with adequate building and contents 
cover, follow this easy guide to caring for 
your estate pre-storm... 

CHECKLIST 

It’s worth checking your property and its 
immediate surroundings for obvious, pre¬ 
ventable risks. 

If any home and garden improvements 
need tending to, now is the time to do the 
work. 

This could include falling roof tiles, 
broken fences and crumbling brickwork - 
things which may appear harmless at first 
glance, but could end up costing more post¬ 
storm, and pose harm to your home and 
family. 

KEEP IT SEALED 

During high winds, speed can fluctuate 
and place huge pressure on every element 
of the building. 

To avoid this, or at the very least mini¬ 
mise the hazards it can cause, homeowners 
should look to keep their property well- 
sealed externally. 

Inspect all exterior corners and outdoor 
water faucets, and seal any gaps in outer 
walls or foundations with foam or caulk, 
to prevent cold air and water entering the 
home. 

UP ON THE ROOF 

The roof is one of the most exposed parts 
of a home, so it goes without saying it needs 
to be secured properly during stormy con¬ 
ditions. 

Steer clear of walking across the roof 
yourself (especially in adverse weather), 
and instead, inspect it from the ground or 
inside of the loft. 

If you spot mould, outside light coming 
through, rusted nails, sagging material, 
loose sheathing or signs of leaking, call in 
a specialist to get it checked properly and 
sorted out. Damaged guttering must be con¬ 
sidered too. 

A REAL PANE 

When gale-force winds are howling out¬ 
side and the windows are rattling, it’s easy 
to worry they’ll combust at any given mo¬ 
ment. 

Realistically, if you draughtproof your 
windows and doors with a sealant, secure 
entry doors with a hinge and locks, and 
consider installing solid or hollow metal 
doors, it’s unlikely you’ll experience exten¬ 
sive damage - if any. If extreme conditions 
ensue and flying debris becomes an issue, 
protect the windows and any French doors 
with some plywood. 


GARDEN GUSTO 

It’s a strange sight when you spot a large 
trampoline suddenly lift off the ground and 
fly through the air and over your neigh¬ 
bour’s fence, not to mention the damage 


such things can cause when they become 
airborne. So avoid the inevitable by ensur¬ 
ing all garden furniture - including bar¬ 
becues, toys and anything else that could 
be launched into the air - is either firmly 


secured or stored away. Trim back any sus¬ 
pect trees and park your car out of their 
path or, if possible, in a garage. Finally, 
secure garage doors and be sure yours is 
strong enough to withstand high winds. 



Windows will withstand high winds if sealed properly 



It’s worth checking your roof for faults 
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Listings December 11-17 


THE 


FELLOWS 

BAR & GRILL 

Holdens Award Winning Ales 


Friday 11th December 


'BAPCAT5 


THE 

BADCATS 


Friday 18th December 

NOT SO 

ACOUSTIC *JfeAl K 
WHO 


£ 


•in 


;i 


CHRISTMAS EVE PARTY 

MOTOWN 
NORTHERN 
SOUL NIGHT 
DJ Kenny Lee 



NEW YEARS EVE 
DELRAY ROCKETS 

Buffet and live music 



111 . 




£ 15.00 

Limited tickets available 


20% OFF 

MAIN MEALS 

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2016 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 

Terms and conditions apply 


For more information call 

01384 243 600 

or check out our website 
www.thefellowsdudley.co.uk 

9 1 The Broadway, 
Castle Hill, Dudley DY1 4QD 


Stereophonies 



Friday, 7.30pm 

Genting Arena, B’ham 

Welsh rockers Stereophonies played a 

16-arena-sell-out tour in 2013 following 

the release of their album Graffiti On 

The Train. And now they’re back for 

more. 

Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Madonna 



Wednesday, 8pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

The Rebel Heart Tour follows the March 
release of the Rebel Heart album, and 
performances at the Grammys and The 
Brits. Stars don’t come any bigger than 
Madge. 

Visit www,barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Ken 

Dodd 



Sunday, 7pm 
Civic Hall, W’ton 

Celebrating 60 years in the business, 
Ken returns to the Civic Hall - one of 
his favourite venues. Even after all this 
time Doddy remains one of Britain’s 
funniest comedians. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Dynamo 



Until Sunday 

Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
Dynamo has established himself as 
one of the world’s most loved and 
popular magicians. His five-night 
residency in Birmingham started on 
Wednesday. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Jools Holland & His Rhythm & 
Blues Orchestra 

Thu at 7.30pm - 10pm, £36 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

The Beat 

Sat at 7pm, £17 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Don Broco 

Sat at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Kick Up The 80s: 80s Tribute 

Fri at 8pm, Sat at 8pm, 

£8 - £9.50 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. Call 01384 397177 

The Overtones 

Fri at 7pm, £21.50 - £38.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Simply Red: Reformed! 2015 
World Tour 

Sun at 6pm, Tue at 6pm, 

£45 - £50 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Clutch - SOLD OUT 

Fri at 7pm, £18 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Madonna: Rebel Heart Tour 

Wed at 8pm, £175 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Bootleg Beatles 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£28.50 - £29.50 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£28.50 - £29.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Def Leppard & Whitesnake 

Sat at 6.45pm, £45.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

The Selecter 

Sun at 7pm, £16.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Into The Shadows: Shadows 
Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, £10-£15 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

The Darkness 

Fri at 6pm, £25 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Slaves 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, £13.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Stereophonies 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£33.20 - £48.20 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Slade: Classic Hits 

Thu at 9.45pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

lain Mackenzie And Georgina 
Jackson: Frank Sinatra: Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£12.50-£37.50 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Joe Carnall Jnr 

Thu at 7pm - 10pm, 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Talon: Eagles Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 401211 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Black Star Riders 

Thu at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Peter Cox & Richard Drummie 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Space Hoppers 

Fri at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

The Wonder Stuff 

Thu at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Stubble Brothers 

Thu at 12am, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Space 

Fri at 7pm, £14 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

The Sex Pissed Dolls 

Sun at 7.30pm, £12 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

The Charlatans 

Sat at 7pm, £27.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. Call 0121 622 8250 


Fallout 

Fri at 10pm, £3-£5 

The Grapes, Stafford 

ST16 2HZ. Call 07989 174631 

Club Berlin 

Sat at 8pm 

Knight’s Quest, Rowley Regis 
B65 0EE. Call 0121 561 5599 

The Beatles tribute Help! 

Sat at 8pm, £6/£8 
Arena Aldridge, 

Walsall, WS9 8QR. 

Call 0844 884 2920 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Arthur Doherty Band 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Kieran Halpin 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

Luna Rossa 

Sun at 7.45pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Live And Picking 

Thu at 7.30pm, £5 
Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

The Urban Voodoo Machine 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

JAZZ. SOUL & BLUES 

Sam Coombes Trio 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Jersey Boys 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Delray Rockets 

Sun at 8pm, Free 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. Call 07989 174631 

Tim Jenks - ‘Realms of Glory’ 

Sun at 7.30pm 

Holy Trinity Church, Heath 

Town, Wolverhampton. 

Call 01902 754487 

Tim Jenks - Unplugged 

Wed at 8pm 
Claregate Pub, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV6 9ED. 

Call 01902 754761 


Wabash Jazz Four 

Sun at 1pm 

Albrighton Sports and Social 
Club, WV7 3QT. 

Call 01902 756158 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

The Birmingham Canoldir 
Male Choir Spirit Of Christmas 

Thu at 7pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Andre Rieu And The Johann 
Strauss Orchestra 

Wed at 7pm, 

£45.70-£105.70 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Christmas With The Salvation 
Army 

Sun at 2.30pm, 6pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Christmas Carol Concerts 

Mon, Tue at 7.30pm 
Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8EE. 

Call 01902 760100 

Metropolitan Brass Quintet 

Sat at 10.30am, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

So This Is Christmas 

Wed at 8pm - 10.30pm, 

£21 - £26 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

The Ukulele Orchestra Of Great 
Britain 

Mon at 7.30pm, £24 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Only Men Aloud 

Mon at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£27.50 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

The Nutcracker 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 22.30pm, 
7.30pm, Sun at 1pm, 

£19-£56 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Beyond The Barricade 

Sat at 12am, £19.50 - £21.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 

Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Sat 
at 2pm, Mon at 2.30pm, Tue 
at 10.15am, 2.30pm, Wed at 
2.30pm, Thu at 10.15am, 2.30pm, 
£7.50 - £35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 


The Singular Exploits Of 
Sherlock Holmes 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
Stafford, ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Jack And The Beanstalk 

Sat at 2.30pm, 6.30pm, Mon 
at 10.30am, 1.30pm, Tue at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, Wed at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, Thu at 
10.30am, 1.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

That’ll Be The Day Christmas 
Show 2015 

Sat at 7.30pm - 10pm, £25 
Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Andy Williams’ Christmas 
Spectacular Starring 
The Osmonds 

Thu at 7.30pm, £27.50 - £150 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Peter Pan 

Sat at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 

Sun at 2pm, 6pm, 

Tue - Thu at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, 
£17-£31.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Dynamo 

Until Sun, times vary 
33.20 - £99.70 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. Call 0121 780 4141 

Hairspray 

Mon - Thu at 7pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

COMEDY 

Paddy McGuinness: 

Daddy McGuinness 

Sat at 7.30pm, £17.50-£36 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Ken Dodd: The Happiness 
Show 

Sun at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tom Stade: You’re Welcome! 

Wed at 8pm, £16.50 - £18.70 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

TALKS 

Dr John Cooper Clarke 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

£16.50-£26.95 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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It’s panto time, 
from Smee to you 



Get ready for a Chuckle or two — The Chuckle Brothers with John Altman as Captain Hook and Ross Carpenter as Peter Pan 


PANTOMIME season is here, oh yes 
it is, with Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre’s swashbuckling panto Peter 
Pan opening on Saturday and run¬ 
ning until January 24. 

Produced by Qdos Entertainment, 
the world’s biggest panto producer, 
this year’s Christmas show stars fam¬ 
ily favourites The Chuckle Brothers 
as Paul and Barry Smee, EastEnders 
actor John Altman as Captain Hook, 
Coronation Street’s Lucy Evans as 


Tinkerbell and newcomer Ross Car¬ 
penter as Peter Pan. 

Showbiz veterans Paul and Barry 
Elliott, real life brothers better 
known to millions as The Chuckle 
Brothers, are regular favourites at 
Wolverhampton, performing at the 
Grand Theatre every year as part of 
the UK tours. It has been 22 years 
since Paul and Barry were last at the 
Grand for a panto season. 

In 1993 they played the Henchmen 


in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
alongside Linda Lusardi and Stu 
Francis. 

John Altman is best known as 
‘Nasty’ Nick Cotton in EastEnders 
and was among the show’s original 
cast in 1985. Lucy Evans played the 
role of Lauren Wilson in long-running 
ITV soap Coronation Street. 

Tickets can be booked by calling 
01902 42 92 12 or online at the www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk website. 



Back to the 60s 
with Hairspray 


WELCOME to the 60s when the cast of Hairspray lacquer 
up their beehives and quiffs for a soul-singing and dancing 
alternative to panto in the West Midlands this festive season. 

Birmingham’s New Alexandra Theatre will play host to the 
musical which will star Benidorm favourite Tony Maudsley 
in a frock as Edna Turnblad, a role played by John Travolta 
in the movie version of the show. 

Hairspray is being performed 22 times at the venue from 
December 14 to January 2 as part of a national tour. Set 
in 1962 Baltimore, Hairspray tells the story of high school 
student Tracy and her dreams to dance her way on to na¬ 
tional TV and break the colour bar that stops black and white 
youngsters dancing together. Freya Sutton will play Tracy, 
for which she won acclaim during the show’s UK tour in 2013. 

Tony Maudsley is best known as hairdresser Kenneth in 
the Costa Del Sol-set TV comedy series and can also be seen 
in The Job Lot. Ex-Blue Peter presenter Peter Duncan will 
play Edna’s ever-loving husband Wilbur and Liverpudlian ac¬ 
tress Claire Sweeney will be play villainous Velma Von Tussle 
with X Factor star Brenda Edwards as Motormouth Maybelle 

General manager of the New Alexandra Theatre, Andrew 
Lister, said: “We always feel we have a unique offering here 
at the venue for the festive period and this year is no excep¬ 
tion.” 

Hairspray won eight Tony Awards on Broadway and had 
a hit run in the West End where the Ednas included Michael 
Ball, Phil Jupitus and Brian Conley. 


Merry times with 
festive laughter 

LAUGH your way into the sea¬ 
son with veteran comic Ken 
Dodd celebrating 60 years in 
showbiz with his Laughter Show 
at Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
on Sunday. Don’t anticipate an 
early night as the Liverpudlian 
comedian has a reputation for 
giving plenty of value for money. 

Ed Byrne is at the Wulfrun 
Hall tonight (Thu), the same 
night that Mock The Week 
regular Andy Parsons is at Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall. Paddy 
McGuiness talks about father¬ 
hood in his Daddy McGuinness 
show at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Saturday. Canadian co¬ 
median Tom Stade, who used to 
live in the Black Country, is at 
the Wulfrun Hall on Wednesday. 


String along for a 
plucky performance 

THE Ukulele Orchestra of 
Great Britain celebrate 30 
Plucking Years at Birming¬ 
ham’s Symphony Hall on Mon¬ 
day. Expect a fun time with 
eight ukuleles, 16 hands and 
32 strings, and one happy au¬ 
dience. 

There’s an audience with the 
Bard of Salford when punk poet 
John Cooper Clarke brings his 
sharp wit to the Wulfrun Hall 
on Sunday. 

On Monday vocal group Only 
Men Aloud present their Christ¬ 
mas show at Birmingham Town 
Hall. Jools Holland and his 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra 
have sold out their December 17 
gig at the Symphony Hall. 


Easy listening stars 
are out and about 

KING of the waltz, Dutch vio¬ 
linist Andre Rieu brings his Jo¬ 
hann Strauss Orchestra to the 
Genting Arena on Wednesday. 

It’s Christmas Party time 
with The Overtones at Sym¬ 
phony Hall, Birmingham, to¬ 
morrow (Fri) and the Sinatra 
Centenary concert is at the same 
venue on Saturday. Christmas 
with The Neales at Birmingham 
Town Hall is a Sunday home 
date for the family group from 
Britain’s Got Talent. Merrill, 
Jay and Jimmy Osmond recre¬ 
ate the cosy magic of The Andy 
Williams Christmas Special, the 
US TV show that made their 
name, at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Thursday, December 17. 


Cfhistmas is a special time here at 

ASH WOOD NURSERIES 



WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Afehwoori Nis*ere*. Ashwood LftfrOf <-ng&w>nfofd DY$ OAF To! 01364 401996 
Autumn'Winter Oprnnn Bout; Mon to Sat R Sflam fiprn At Sunday* 9am - r ipm 
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WELCOME TO THE 

Samson & 

LION 




WE OFFER 

• Free Wi-Fi 

• Venue hire 

\ sun-trap patio 
Summer BBQ's A 

Skittle alley h' 



Saturday 19th December 

r Christmas Party 

Fancy Dress * Disco 
* Father Christmas * Raffle 
Mm * Games and prizes 
m 3pm-close 



pr 


EVENTS 

It doesn't matter what day it is, there's always 
something going on at the Sammy. From karaoke 
to pool competitions, bingo to live music, you'll find 
something to suit your mood. 

We also hold a popular music festival a couple of 
times a year and plans are underway to create a Folk/ 
Jazz club in the cellar bar (musicians get in touch!). 
Here's what a typical week entails at the Samson and 
Lion of Stourbridge. 


BAND REHEARSALS/MEETING ROOM 
FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE 


Fridays 

Karaoke unless function prohibits. 


Saturdays 

Bonus Ball Pay-out and many functions. 



Sundays 

Meat Raffle - Drawn at 1 pm. £1 per strip for 
a chance of 3 or more prizes. Free bar snacks. 
With homemade food and a wide selection 
of beers, ciders, wines and spirits on offer, 
every night offers something different. 

Why not join us? 


B 

SAMSON AND LION ^ 

RIERLEY HILL ROAD, WORDSLEY, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS DY 

8 5SI 

■ 


07930 473482 
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Plenty of grandeur - sit back and admire The Lawns main dining area 


The lobster dish that helped win Mat regional chef title Prosecco anyone? Staff will bring you some bubbly to go with your bubbles 



The very Parisienne chic decor is perfect for a girls’ getaway 


This festive treat is a real feast and 
it's just too, too good to wait for 


CHRISTMAS. Yes. It’s well and 
truly hurtling towards us and with 
it comes the frantic shopping 
trips and hopes for weather to 
produce that special ambiance 
only a sprinkling of snow can 
create. Fingers crossed. 

As unpredictable as the British 
weather may be, Thornton Hall’s spa 
is one place you are guaranteed the 
white stuff whatever the forecast, al¬ 
beit in a small corner of Cheshire with 
the UK’s only snow cave. 

You can’t exactly build a snowman, but 
fresh powder on your body after a blast in 
the sauna certainly invigorates the senses - 
be sure to wear flip flops as due to the chilly 
floor you’ll end up showing off your best 
Happy Feet penguin impression to people 


By Maria Bagnall 

looking much cooler than you. Roughly 60 
miles from Wolverhampton in The Wirral, 
the four-star Thornton Hall hotel is within 
easy reach and an ideal place to base your¬ 
self for some festive down time or, as the 
season demands, stocking up on gifts as it’s 
just five minutes from designer shopping 
outlet Cheshire Oaks. 

Extensive 

But there is much, much more to Thorn¬ 
ton Hall than its snow cave, extensive gym, 
spa and outdoor hot tub area where staff 
bring you Prosecco to wash down your 
strawberries. 

The real treat is in the Lawns Restaurant 
where its three AA Rosettes for fine dining 
has attracted an exemplary team to dish up 
a sublime selection of dishes ranging from 


lobster to lamb and a magnificent cheese 
board with around 40 deliciously whiffy 
options. 

As one of eight regional finalists for the 
Great British Menu last year, you’d expect 
something pretty special from chef Matt 
Worswick’s menu and it doesn’t disappoint. 

A hot spot for the regions’ finest dining, 
there are various options to chose from, but 
as a huge fan of the series it was an unmiss¬ 
able opportunity to tuck into the very same 
tasty tidbits those lucky judges enjoyed in 
the finals with the four-course tasting menu 
and wine to accompany each course - who 
could resist? 

Fellow diners are supposed to have the 
same menu but with so many options my 
partner chose from the main menu, giving 
us a good cross section of dishes. 

Describing courses individually would 
turn this review into a Lord of the Rings 


style epic series. Suffice to say each dish 
was imaginative, presented with perfection 
containing balanced flavours. I found the 
whole experience right up my street from 
the 36-page wine list, a great selection of 
gins like the Botanist and Hendricks, to 
views of open countryside from the out¬ 
door hot tubs, an exemplary team of staff 
throughout the hotel. 

Even the bar ladies who served up zingy 
lemon sherbet cocktails in the opulent bar 
with metallic low lights, rich embroidered 
fabrics and cool retro furniture left me a bit 
lost for words. 

But one thing’s for sure, Thornton Hall is 
a feast for the senses in every sense of the 
word and deserving of its exemplary repu¬ 
tation. I’ll definitely be heading back...and 
won’t be waiting until next winter. 
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SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 12 23 


CHOICE 



Rita Ora 


The X Factor 
(ITV, 8pm) 

The three finalists assemble for 
the first of this weekend’s live 
Grand Final shows. Weeks of 
lively auditions, gruelling boot 
camps and nerve-jangling live 
shows come to a head over the 
next two nights, but before the 
winner is named, the would-be 
pop-stars must first make it 
through two more showdowns, 
as judges Simon Cowell, Rita 
Ora, Cheryl Fernandez-Versini 
and Nick Grimshaw are once 
again called upon to deliver 
their verdict on each act’s 
singing prowess. The act with 
the lowest public-vote figures 
will face an early exit from the 
contest. Naturally, the stakes 
are the highest they’ve ever 
been for the hopeful pop icons, 
and as ever, presenter duo Oily 
Murs and Caroline Flack are on 
hand to provide moral support. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
Lewis Flamilton: Making Flistory - FI 
2015 Review. 2.00 Bargain Flunt. (R) 
3.00 Film: Toy Story. (1995) Pixar 
animated adventure, with the voice of 
Tom Flanks. 4.15 Final Score. 5.15 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.45 BBC 
News. 5.55 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Louis 
Theroux, Nancy Strang, Michael 
Underwood, Angellica Bell, Calum 
Best, Angie Best, Gary Lineker and 
Harry Lineker take part in a family- 
themed edition of the quiz. 

6.50 Strictly Come Dancing. Only five 
couples remain as the pro¬ 
celebrity dancing contest reaches 
the semi-finals, and with a shot at 
a place in the final on the line, the 
challenge is increased to match 
the stakes. This week, Craig Revel 
Horwood, Bruno Tonioli, Len 
Goodman and Darcey Bussell have 
challenged the contestants to 
master two routines, Latin and 
Ballroom, with the judges 
providing their verdict after each 
performance. Once the stars have 
had both their turns on the dance¬ 
floor, the lines will be opened for 
viewers to cast their votes. 
Tomorrow, the bottom two 
couples will be asked to take part 
in a nerve-racking dance-off, 
which will ultimately determine 
which of them will not be claiming 
a place in the grand final next 
weekend. 

8.30 Casualty. Connie refuses to let her 
personal life interfere with her 
duties as clinical lead, but in doing 
so, she ends up dismissing 
Jacob’s concerns about a very real 
problem. 

9.20 The National Lottery Live. Ore 

Oduba presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys Christmas 
Special. Mrs Brown tries to work 
out what is inside a parcel 
addressed to Cathy and discovers 
Rory is planning to have plastic 
surgery. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents; National Lottery Update. 

11.40The Apprentice. (R) 

12.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.55 
Film: Anything But Christmas. (2012) 
8.25 Film: Ray Harryhausen: Special 
Effects Titan. (2011) 10.00 Animal Park. 
(R) 10.30 Kangaroo Dundee. (R) 11.00 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 11.30 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 12.00 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas. (R) 12.45 James Martin - 
Home Comforts at Christmas. (R) 1.30 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas. (R) 2.15 Len and Ainsley’s 
Big Food Adventure. (R) 3.00 Terry and 
Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 3.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.15 Flog It! 
5.15 Euro 2016 Draw. Live coverage 
from Paris. 

6.30 The Great Pottery Throw Down. 

The four remaining potters 
compete in the final with Kate 
Malone and Keith Brymer Jones 
presenting them with their most 
technically demanding challenge 
in the Main Make when they have 
to make an original 12-piece tea 
set out of porcelain. For their Spot 
Test, they must cut intricate and 
decorative designs into leather 
hard porcelain using a technique 
known as “the devil’s work”, and 
for the Throw Down they have just 
20 minutes to make three high¬ 
shouldered jugs - one of the 
hardest shapes to throw at the 
wheel. Last in the series. (R) 

7.30 Japan: Earth’s Enchanted 
Islands. Michelle Dockery 
narrates an exploration of the 
Ryukyu Islands in south-west 
Japan, revealing unexpected 
stories of isolation, unique wildlife 
and unsolved mysteries. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring sets up 
an observation post in the local 
lighthouse and annoys the ARP 
wardens by flooding the whole 
town with light during an air raid. 

(R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Jimmy Carr, Aisling Bea 
and Danny Bhoy compete 
alongside resident panellist Alan 
Davies, as question master 
Stephen Fry muddles through the 
middle show of the middle series. 

9.45 T0TP2: Christmas 2015. 
Christmas-themed hits from the 
archive, including songs by Tom 
Jones, Adele, Wizzard, Slade, 
Wham, Jona Lewie, the Pogues 
and Kirsty MacColl, Shakin’ 
Stevens, Pulp and Cilia Black. 

10.45 Film: The Prestige. (2006) 

12.50 Film: The Winslow Boy. (1999) 

2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.00 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1 .40 Judge Rinder. (R) 2.40 Film: 
The Polar Express. (2004) 4.30 Doc 
Martin. (R) 5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 Catchphrase Celebrity 
Special. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Jimi Mistry, Gemma Atkinson, 
Nadia Sawalha and James Cosmo 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work together to 
tackle quiz genius the Chaser and 
secure a cash prize for charity. 

Last in the series. 

8.00 The X Factor. The three finalists 
assemble for the first of this 
weekend’s live Grand Final shows. 
Weeks of lively auditions, gruelling 
boot camps and nerve-jangling 
live shows come to a head over 
the next two nights, but before the 
winner is named, the would-be 
pop-stars must first make it 
through two more showdowns, as 
judges Simon Cowell, Rita Ora, 
Cheryl Fernandez-Versini and Nick 
Grimshaw are once again called 
upon to deliver their verdict on 
each act’s singing prowess. The 
act with the lowest public-vote 
figures will face an early exit from 
the contest this evening, bowing 
out in third place. Naturally, the 
stakes are the highest they’ve ever 
been for the hopeful pop icons, 
and as ever, presenter duo Oily 
Murs and Caroline Flack are on 
hand to provide some much- 
needed moral support on-stage. 

By the end of tomorrow evening, 
one of the two remaining acts will 
claim their place in the spotlight as 
this year’s winner. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

11.10 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories: Burt 
Reynolds. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Anglesey Sandman 
Triathlon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 

11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Cheltenham and Doncaster. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. Fun-loving 
salesman Charlie Spiteri hosts the 
final festive dinner party in south¬ 
east London, hoping to impress 
his guests with a three-bird roast 
and a snow machine. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
Weather conditions that cause fish 
to be washed ashore in India and 
draws sharks to the coast of 
Brisbane. Plus, an unusually heavy 
snowfall in Tucson, Arizona and 
strange circles in the Namibian 
desert, as well as footage of 
hailstorms, lightning and thunder 
storms. 

8.00 Grand Designs. Kevin McCloud 
follows software executive Andy 
and garden designer Nicki, who 
are planning to build a “floating” 
house on the Thames, which 
would be the first of its kind in the 
UK. (R) 

9.00 Film: Red 2. (2013) Premiere. 
Former CIA agent Frank Moses 
reunites his squad of retired 
operatives for a vital mission. A 
devastatingly powerful new 
weapon has been stolen, and it 
falls to Frank’s team to retrieve it - 
which means facing lethal 
assassins, terrorists and corrupt 
government officials out to steal 
the device. Action thriller sequel, 
starring Bruce Willis, Helen Mirren 
and John Malkovich. 

11.15TFI Friday. Martin Freeman, Idris 
Elba, Paul Heaton and Jacqui 
Abbott, James Bay, Rita Ora and 
Sigma join Chris Evans for the 
entertainment show mixing music 
and chat with stunts and skits. (R) 
12.20 Adam Hills: Happyism Live. (R) 

1.15 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 2.10 
Fargo. (R) 3.20 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.30 
River Cottage Bites. (R) 5.40 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 
11.30 Film: Santa Who? (2000) 1.20 
Film: The Perfect Holiday. (2007) 
Premiere. Romantic comedy, starring 
Morris Chestnut and Gabrielle Union. 
3.10 Film: The Nine Lives of Christmas. 
(2014) Premiere. Romantic comedy, 
starring Brandon Routh and Kimberly 
Sustad. 4.55 Film: Once Upon a 
Christmas. (2000) Premiere. Family 
drama, starring Kathy Ireland. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
7.05 Police Interceptors. An officer 
tackles a drunken youth in a 
domestic dispute, a speeding 
motorist causes chaos after 
crashing into a gas main, and 
Doug gets to grips with a burglar. 

(R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

the final episode of the series, 
Stewart and Ian head to 
Nottingham to recover a debt of 
nearly £3,000 in unpaid rent. In 
East London, Paul and Phil head to 
a flat expecting a routine eviction, 
but get more than they bargained 
for when they find dodgy wiring, 
illegal substances, and two men 
sleeping in squalid conditions. 
Meanwhile, Stewart and Victor 
hunt down one of their biggest 
debts of the year - £66,000 owed 
by a businessman. Finally, in West 
London, Steve and Ben try to evict 
a tenant who has broken the terms 
of her lease, but suspect a 
subletting scam when they find 
that the three-bedroom semi has 
been converted into tiny bedsits. 
Last in the series. (R) 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches, including 
Hull City v Bolton Wanderers at the 
KC Stadium and Middlesbrough v 
Birmingham City at the Riverside 
in the Championship. Plus, all the 
goals from League One and 
League Two, a round-up of the 
main talking points, and interviews 
with a selection of players and 
managers. 

10.25The Definitive History of Star 
Wars. (R) 

11.25 How Star Wars Changed the 
World. (R) 

12.25 The Gadget Show Christmas 
Special. (R) 1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Crackers About Christmas. (R) 4.00 
Kids’ Hospital at Christmas. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Live at the Apollo 9.30 Film: 8 Mile 
(2002) 11.15 Family Guy 1.50 Josh 2.20 
Asian Provocateur 2.50 Great Movie 
Mistakes III: Not in 3D 3.00 Together 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 Britain’s 
Outlaws: Highwaymen, Pirates and 
Rogues 9.00 The Bridge 11.00 Jeff 
Lynne’s ELO in Concert 12.00 Mr Blue 
Sky: The Story of Jeff Lynne and ELO 

I. 00 Top of the Pops: 1 980 1.40 
Rollermania: Britain’s Biggest Boy Band 
2.40 T0TP2: Boy Bands 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

II. 35TheXtraFactor12.35 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! Coming 
Out 1.40 Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas 

2.40 Scorpion 3.35 You’ve Been Framed 
at Christmas! 4.35 Take Me Out Celebrity 
Christmas Special 5.45 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

7.40 Film: Back to the Future Part III 
(1990) 10.05 The Xtra Factor 11.05 
Celebrity Juice Christmas Special 12.05 
Release The Hounds: Jingle Hell I1 1.05 
Viral Tap 1.40 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.30 Animal Practice 

2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 Rosemary & Thyme 12.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 2.55 A Touch of Frost 
4.55 Film: Columbo: Last Salute to the 
Commodore (1976) 7.00 Rosemary & 
Thyme 8.00 Midsomer Murders 10.00 
Lewis 12.05 A Touch of Frost 2.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

2.35 Film: Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 
5.00 The Car Chasers 6.00 Fifth Gear 
7.00 Storage Wars: New York 8.00 River 
Monsters 9.00 Film: Hard to Kill (1990) 
11.05 Film: The Quest (1996) 1.00 Film: 
The Sentinel (2006) 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

2.05 Melissa & Joey 3.00 The Goldbergs 
4.00 Film: City of Ember (2008) 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Paul (2011) 
11.05 Gogglebox 1.15 The Inbetweeners 
2.20 The IT Crowd 3.15 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.00 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 The Dark Crystal (1982) 2.50 The 
Rugrats Movie (1999) 4.25 Earthquake 
(1974) 6.50 Field of Dreams (1989) 9.00 
Insidious: Chapter 2 (2013) 11.10 
Shutter Island (2010) 1.35 The Keep 
(1983) 3.35 Close 



Wyevale garden centres 


Real Tree Weekend 


12-13tTa'E )eC< 


Pick your perfect tree at Worcester Road, Clent, West Midlands, DY9 OEE 


Subject to availability, while stocks last. No booking required. Christmas tree promise: See online for details. 25% off string lights excludes solar lighting. 


Experts on hand, to help you pick the perfect tree 


FREE hot chocolate while you choose 


« Love your tree 

or we’ll happily 
change it for you 


FREE ‘Festive Forage’ kids activity 


25% off all string lights 
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Tim Peake 


Horizon: Tim Peake Special 
- How to Be an Astronaut 
(BBC2,8pm) 

Tim Peake is a European Space 
Agency astronaut who has been 
preparing for blast-off for two 
years. The former British Army 
Ai r Corps officer has spent that 
period being followed by a BBC 
camera crew who, if the 
resulting documentary is 
anything to go by, appear to have 
recorded his every moment. 
Peake also narrates the 
programme, offering enthralling 
insights into what it is to put your 
life on the line so you can journey 
into space. He also introduces 
us to his fellow mission crew 
members, Nasa’sTim Kopra 
and Roscosmos cosmonaut Yuri 
Malenchenko, who have both 
flown before and have 
experienced spacewalks while 
working on the construction of 
the Space Station. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Lord Ashdown. 11.00 

Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 

Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 

Saving the Forgotten Jews. 1.45 Lifeline. 

I. 55 Flog It! (R) 2.45 Film: Toy Story 2. 

(1999) 4.15 Songs of Praise. 4.50 The 

Hunt. (R) 5.50 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and 
Matt Baker explore the Dark Peak 
and the White Peak in Derbyshire, 
visiting the caverns made by the 
erosion from rainwater and going 
in search of England’s only 
population of mountain hares. 
Sean Fletcher reports on the 
renovation of Haddon Hall, Adam 
Henson presents a look at the 
history of tractors, and Tom Heap 
discovers how wild boar have 
returned to the Forest of Dean. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. The five remaining 
couples gather for one last 
elimination show, as the least 
successful couples face a dance- 
off. Plus, Kylie Minogue performs 
with the professional dancers. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the second of two 
episodes from Balmoral, where 
she takes a tour of the grounds in 
a 1953 land rover and watches 
archive footage of the royal family. 
Valuables brought in to be viewed 
include a collection of medals 
from both World Wars presented 
to a man who also rescued 
survivors from the Titanic, an art 
nouveau mirror and a 16th- 
century bottle that survived being 
unearthed by a digger. 

9.00 The Hunt. Efforts to protect 

endangered predators, looking at 
the precarious future for species 
on five continents, including lions, 
tigers, polar bears and blue 
whales. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman presents action from 
today’s Premier League matches. 

II. 40 Citizen Khan. As Mr Khan enters 

the Great Sparkhill Bake Off, Mrs 
Khan worries that Alia’s new 
boyfriend sounds too rough. (R) 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.45 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.45 
Countryfile. (R) 8.45 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 9.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.45 James Martin - Home 
Comforts at Christmas. (R) 11.30 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at Christmas. 
(R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Film: 
Jason and the Argonauts. (1963) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Todd Armstrong. 

2.45 Family Finders. (R) 3.15 Escape to 
the Continent. (R) 4.15 Athletics: 
European Cross Country Highlights. 5.20 
Film: Nativity! (2009) Comedy, starring 
Martin Freeman. 

7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip. TV 

chef Ainsley Harriott and presenter 
Anne Diamond take on the 
antiques-hunting challenge. 
Travelling in and around London 
on their search for auction-worthy 
items, Anne finds out why Britain 
became a nation of tea-lovers and 
Ainsley learns about the world’s 
first celebrity chef. (R) 

8.00 Horizon: Tim Peake Special - 
How to Be an Astronaut. A video 
diary filmed over two years by Tim 
Peake, who will become the first 
British astronaut to board the 
International Space Station on 15 
December. His personal footage 
details some of the risks and 
pressures he faces, as well as the 
rigorous training required to go 
into space, including replicating 
spacewalks and training to deal 
with the physical dangers of 
weighlessness, undergoing 
exercises in the Soyuz capsule and 
space station mockups, and 
preparing to spend time away 
from his wife and two sons. 

9.00 The Secret History of the British 
Garden. Monty Don concludes the 
series by exploring how gardening 
has developed over the past 100 
years, and how horticulture has 
become a key part of Britain’s 
economy. Last in the series. 

10.00 Professor Green: Suicide and Me. 
The rapper explores the 
circumstances surrounding his 
father’s suicide and investigates 
why suicide is the biggest killer of 
males under the age of 45 in 
Britain. Previously shown on BBC3. 
11.00 Film: Seven Years in Tibet. 

(1997) Fact-based drama, starring 
Brad Pitt and David Thewlis. 

1.10 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.05 
Holby City. (R) 3.05 James Martin - 
Home Comforts at Christmas. (R) 3.50 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. 8.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 Marvel 
Super Heroes: Maximum Overload. (R) 
9.00 Jessie. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. 

(R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 
ITV News; Weather. 12.40 Film: Evil 
Under the Sun. (1982) Mystery, starring 
Peter Ustinov. 3.00 The X Factor. (R) 

5.00 Film: The Scorpion King. (2002) 
Fantasy action adventure, starring 
Dwayne Johnson. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Jekyll and Hyde. Part two of two. 
Robert goes in search of his 
former ally, the vigilante Spring 
Heeled Jack, and the mysterious 
parasite that has taken control of 
him. However, the creature 
abandons its host and take over 
Ravi, who now faces either a 
painful death when it is finished 
with him or being killed by MIO 
agents in an attempt to destroy the 
infection. Robert tries to find a way 
to save his brother, while also 
using the parasite as bait to lure 
Bulstrode into a trap and rid 
himself of MIO once and for all. 
8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs host the climax of the 
singing contest from the SSE 
Arena, Wembley. A host of special 
guests will be appearing on stage 
before the results of the viewers’ 
votes are tallied up and this year’s 
winner is announced. The 
performer in question will get to 
record this year’s X Factor single - 
a cover version of Bob Dylan’s 
classic song Forever Young. Last 
in the series. 

10.00The World According to Kenny 
Everett. Profile of the comedian 
and DJ, featuring classic clips 
from his TV shows, never-before- 
seen archive footage, and and 
contributions from family, friends 
and colleagues. 

11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 Beat 
the Sun 2015. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 3.00 Film: 
Marley and Me. (2008) Comedy drama 
based on journalist John Grogan’s 
account of life with a mischievous golden 
Labrador he bought for his wife. Starring 
Owen Wilson, Jennifer Aniston and 
Kathleen Turner. 5.20 Film: Aladdin. 

(1992) A street urchin happens across a 
magical lamp, home to a genie with the 
ability to grant wishes. Disney animated 
adventure, with the voices of Robin 
Williams and Scott Weinger. 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2015. 
Documentary featuring footage of 
unusual weather conditions in the 
past year shot by members of the 
public, including freak hailstorms, 

113mph winds, deadly lightning 
strikes and even a tornado. The 
programme includes interviews 
with those involved, including 
tanker pilots, mountain rescue 
teams, weather watchers and 
hikers. 

9.00 Homeland. Allison is placed under 
interrogation, and Carrie and 
Astrid decide to search for Quinn. 
Thriller following a team of CIA 
agents, starring Claire Danes and 
Miranda Otto. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: Mama. (2013) A couple take 
in two orphans left alone in the 
woods, unaware a supernatural 
force is watching over the children. 
Horror, starring Jessica Chastain 
and Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. 

12.55 Grand Designs Australia. Peter 
Maddison meets couple Jason Bretell 
and Jennifer Pancari, as they set about 
restoring a 150-year-old cottage in the 
Melbourne suburb of Williamstown. (R) 

1.45 Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. 
Featuring a vintage-stall owner who has 
filled sheds, a gazebo and much of her 
house with her hoard, and a woman 
whose home has not had a deep clean in 
12 years. (R) 2.40 Four in a Bed. (R) 

5.05 Location, Location, Location. 

Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer revisit 
Matt Rushworth, who wanted to settle 
down in Windsor. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 8.00 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.35 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.05 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.40 
LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Funniest Fails, Falls & 
Flops. (R) 12.35 Film: The Christmas 
Shepherd. (2014) Drama, starring Teri 
Polo. 2.20 Film: Meet the Santas. (2005) 
Fantasy comedy sequel, with Steve 
Guttenberg. 4.05 Film: Mrs Miracle 2: 
Miracle in Manhattan. (2010) Family 
drama sequel, starring Doris Roberts. 
6.00 Film: A Country Christmas Story. 
(2013) Premiere. A teenager from 
the Appalachian mountains 
dreams of being a country singer, 
but her mother does not approve 
of her ambitions. She defies her 
family to take part in a concert 
organised by Dolly Parton at her 
theme park, and the journey opens 
her eyes to the history of country 
music. Musical, starring Desiree 
Ross and Megyn Price, with 
Parton as herself. 

7.35 Film: Scrooge. (1970) Hard¬ 
hearted Victorian miser Ebenezer 
Scrooge refuses to join in with the 
spirit of the festive season - until a 
succession of spectral visitors turn 
up to teach him the error of his 
ways. Musical adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ classic A 
Christmas Carol, starring Albert 
Finney, Alec Guinness, Kenneth 
More, Edith Evans and Paddy 
Stone. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Film: The Blind Side. (2009) 
Premiere. A couple take in a 
homeless teenager and help him 
fund his education and train to be 
an American football player. Fact- 
based drama, with Sandra Bullock 
and Quinton Aaron. 

12.30 Who Killed Santa: True Crimes. A 
homeless man is murdered. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.10 
Danger: Teen Bingers. Young people who 
are obese. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. Aflat 
in Kensal Green, west London. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Film: Enemy of the State (1998) 
11.05 Family Guy 11.50 American Dad! 
12.10 Family Guy 12.30 Josh 1.00 Rent 
a Cop 1.30 Siblings 3.00 Together 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Blood and Gold: The Making of 
Spain with Simon Sebag Montefiore 8.00 
Ballrooms and Ballerinas: Dance at the 
BBC 9.00 Dance Rebels: A Story of 
Modern Dance 10.30 Film: Easy Money 
11(2012)12.05 Storyville: Russia’s 
Toughest Prison - The Condemned 1.25 
Treasures of the Anglo-Saxons 2.25 The 
Mary Rose: ATimewatch Guide 3.25 
Close 
ITV2 

11.15 The X Factor 1.20 The Xtra Factor 
2.20 Merry Christmas Mr Bean 2.55 
Film: Ella Enchanted (2004)4.50 
Catchphrase Christmas Special 5.50 
Film: Peter Pan (2003) 8.00 Film: The 
Nutty Professor (1996) 10.00 The Xtra 
Factor 11.00 Film: Keith Lemon: The 
Film (2012) 12.50 Viral Tap 1.30 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 1.55 
Animal Practice 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.55 Film: Columbo: Last Salute to the 
Commodore (1976) 2.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 4.55 Midsomer 
Murders: Ghosts of Christmas Past 7.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 8.00 
Lewis 10.00 Midsomer Murders 12.05 
Film: Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) 2.25 Wycliffe 3.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

3.05 Film: No Name on the Bullet (1959) 
4.45 Film: Jeremiah Johnson (1972) 7.00 
The Chase: Celebrity Special 8.00 Football 
Dream Debuts 9.00 Film: The Day of the 
Jackal (1973) 11.55 Film: Quadrophenia 
(1979) 2.20 Pawn Stars 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: Lemony Snicket’s A Series of 
Unfortunate Events (2004) 2.35 
Rude(ish) Tube 3.00 Couples Come Dine 
with Me 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 
Film: Twilight (2008) 9.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 10.30 The Inbetweeners 11.35 
The IT Crowd 12.40 First Dates 1.40 
Gogglebox 2.40 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

11.00 Love Story (1970) 1.00 Pom Poko 
(1994) 3.35 King Kong (1976) 6.25 A 
Knight’s Tale (2001) 9.00 Taken 2 (2012) 
10.50 Repo Men (2010) 1.00 Copycat 
(1995) 3.30 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 25 


FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

The Christmas Switch, Channel 5,3.45pm 

Premiere. A hustler begins to rethink his outlook on life 
when he agrees to magically swap bodies with a 
dying man at Christmas. Fantasy, starring Brian 
Krause and Cedric Smith. (2014) 


TUESDAY 

Mr Miracle, Channel 5,2.05pm 

A trainee guardian angel is sent to Earth to help 
people, but quickly finds he has a lot to learn about 
human behaviour. Undaunted, he chooses as his first 
assignment a woman whose father has recently died, 
making a bumbling attempt to boost her confidence so 
she can make a fresh start. Fantasy comedy, starring 
Rob Morrow and Britt Irvin. (2014) 


WEDNESDAY 

A Star for Christmas, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A baker’s life is thrown into chaos by a recent break¬ 
up and her co-worker leaving her to cope alone 
during a busy period. Things look up when she falls in 
love with a handsome customer, but does not realise 
he is a movie star in town to shoot a film. Meanwhile, 
her ex-boyfriend is less than happy about her new 
romance. Drama, starring Briana Evigan. (2012) 



THURSDAY 

Christmas Wishes, Channel 5,2.05pm 

A teacher at a boarding school agrees to look after 
troubled students who are unable to go home for the 
Christmas holidays. His career is threatened when a 
pupil vandalises a beloved local tree where people 
can leave their handwritten wishes, but he rallies the 
townsfolk to repair the damage. Family drama, starring 
Jason Gedrick and Richard Harmon. (2012) 


FRIDAY 

Al: Artificial Intelligence, BBC2,11.05pm 

A highly advanced robotic boy is created with one 
purpose - to love his owner as a parent. When he is 
rejected by his “mother’, he is left to roam the bleak 
landscapes of a futuristic America with a fellow 
android, searching for a means of becoming a real 
boy in the hope of regaining her love. Steven 
Spielberg’s sci-fi drama, starring Haley Joel Osment, 
Jude Law, William Hurt and Frances O’Connor. (2001) 


Luther is looking to 
find the missing link 


I t's the summer of 2013 and millions 
of viewers have tried to catch their 
breath after one of the scariest 
scenes in TV history. 

An episode of Luther boasted a 
tension-filled set up, and as a killer 
emerged from under a victim’s bed, 
singletons across the land were 
suddenly wary about their checking 
under the mattress. 


With Idris Elba hard at work on Star 
Trek Beyond, and assorted other 
projects, there’s little wonder fans had 
to wait for a couple of years for this 
latest offering. 

All good things come to those who 
wait, and Idris has found enough time 
in his busy schedule to make this two- 


But there was a light at the end of 
the TV tunnel. 


Case solved, the eponymous 
sleuth’s trademark shabby coat 
was hurled off a London bridge 
and arch enemy/stalker Alice asked 
him that loaded question: “So, now 
what?” 


We catch up with the eponymous 
protagonist stood on the edge of a 
London building, and like much 
missed fellow BBC ‘tec River, he is 
also haunted by a ghost from his past. 

Or is he actually on the edge of a 
Dover cliff, dreaming of what could 
have been? 


Very possibly. 

With a solid supporting cast 
including Patrick Malahide, Darren 
Boyd, Game of Thrones’ Rose Leslie, 
and series regulars Michael Smiley 
and Dermot Crowley, safe to say that 
we're in safe hands as Neil Cross 
unveils his latest twisted masterpiece. 

And yes, that is Warren Brown 
returning as DS Justin Ripley, who 
met a violent end during the last 
series. 


So ended Neil Cross’s hugely 
successful series, and fans were also 
left wondering what the future held for 
one of Blighty’s best loved detectives 
and his unhinged ally. 

Of course, the problem with making 
a crime drama as good as Luther is 
the fact that the cast and crew are in 
such high demand it’s tricky getting 
them in the same place at the same 
time. 


Well we can tell you he’s on a leave 
of absence from the police force. 
Laying low in a decrepit cottage, he is 
soon dragged back to London by an 
alarming piece of news. 

With a serial killer at large in the 
city, Schenk and his squad must find 
a link that connects each victim. The 
authorities might be baffled, but Luther 
is no stranger to psychopaths, and 
before long he’s back in action. But 
has he finally met his match? 


But what of Luther’s flame-haired 
associate Alice? Is she alive or dead, 
and will she be returning? 

Well that’s just one of the assorted 
storylines that should keep you 
guessing as the mini series plays out. 

Cross has suggested an Alice spin¬ 
off project, which is not a bad idea. 

Ruth Wilson has won much acclaim 
for the role, so who wouldn’t want to 
see Idris guest star in that for a short 
spell instead of carrying a series on 
his formidable shoulders? 


For now, hold onto something 
comforting and prepare to be gripped 



Idris Elba stars in Luther, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Las Vegas with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

The broadcaster continues his exploration of the 
American city by tracking down Andrew Didonato, a 
former New York mobster hiding out in Vegas, but 
who is about to quit town for a new life. Over on the 
Strip, Trevor meets former showgirl Lisa Medford at 
the Riviera, a casino and hotel that once played 
host to Elvis and the Rat Pack but is now shutting 
its doors for the final time, before sitting in on a 
poker game with Antonio Esfandiari, one of the 
world’s most successful professional players. 


The Best of Bad TV: The 70s 
Channel 5,10pm 

A trawl through the decade’s programmes, featuring 
clips of car-crash interviews, terrifying children’s 
dramas, hoaxes and baffling game shows. Limited 
technology and low budgets led to memorably poor 
special effects in sci-fi shows, while soaps tried to 
escape the grim realities of strikes, unease and civil 
unrest. There were also memorable clashes 
between music stars and TV presenters, from David 
Bowie to the Sex Pistols. Contributors include 
Gareth Thomas, Paul Darrow, Jane Rossington, 
Tony Adams, Paul Henry, Peter Purves and Valerie 
Singleton. 


TUESDAY 

Stargazing Live: Brit in Space 
BBC2, 7pm 

Dara O Briain and Professor Brian Cox present 
coverage of British astronaut Tim Peake’s arrival at 
the International Space Station. At London’s 
Science Museum, Dara and Brian will be joined by 
experts, including former ISS commander Chris 
Hadfield and Britain’s first astronaut, Helen 
Sharman. They’ll share insights into what it’s like 
living in space and what Tim will face from his first 
night on the ISS. Plus, Dallas Campbell reports live 
from Kazakhstan with Tim’s first phone call home 
from space. 


explosion in 2006, with medical staff warning him 
that he may never walk or talk again. However, he 
is defying the odds by taking on the expedition, 
where all that stands in his way are bears, wolves 
and rapids - and the battle with his own damaged 
and broken body. 


WEDNESDAY 

Journey Down the Yukon - A 
Soldier’s Challenge 
BBC2, 7pm 

Nine years after being blown up in 
Afghanistan, Ben Parkinson, one of 
Britain’s most wounded soldiers, 
takes on a mission to canoe down 
one of the world’s most remote 
river systems, Canada’s Yukon 
River. The soldier had both legs 
amputated and was left with a 
severe brain injury after the 



Las Vegas with Trevor McDonald. 
Monday, ITV, 9pm 


THURSDAY 

The Nation’s Favourite Bond 

Song 

ITV, 9pm 

007 doesn’t just have the girls, 
the cars and the gadgets - he 
also has the best theme 

songs. For more than 50 
\ years, the James 
, Bond franchise has 
been bringing us 
some of the most 
memorable hits in 
movie history, 
but which is the 
nation’s favourite? 

, Do we think 
Nobody Does It 

_Better than 

Carly Simon, or 
did the series 


reach an All Time High with Rita Coolidge? 

Well, now we can find out as ITV brings counts 
down the nation’s 20 favourite Bond themes, 
while also hearing some of the stories behind 
the songs from contributors including Paul 
McCartney, Duran Duran, A-ha and lyricists 
Leslie Bricusse and Don Black. A host of celebrities 
will be revealing their personal favourites, and we 
get to hear how Sam Smith recently gave the series 
its first ever UK number one with Writing’s On the 
Wall. 


FRIDAY 

Text Santa Christmas Jumper Day 
ITV, 8pm 

Phillip Schofield, Holly Willoughby and Amanda 
Holden lead a host of stars rallying support for this 
year’s charities - Macmillan Cancer Support, Make- 
A-Wish UK and Save the Children. Highlights 
include a visit to Coronation Street with a Text 
Santa twist, Ninja Warrior receiving the star 
treatment when a line-up of celebrities take on 
The Wall, plus Lord Grantham having a tough 
decision to make in a Downton Abbey special. 
Alesha Dixon, Caroline Flack, Christine Bleakley, 
Oily Murs, Paddy McGuinness and Stephen 
Mulhern also feature amid the music, surprises and 
special guests. 


NORMAN CARLESS 
SOLICITORS 


A 


adcocks 


Wills & Estates I Commercial 
Leasehold Reform I Property 


Legal services available locally 
Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


tar 


Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people* 


We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 


CHRONICLE 



in the 

picture? 


Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 


Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm) 



Contact us today to place your advert 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


c 


*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper | MMS messages 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


ClassifiedAds 


Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 


Mortgages for 
first time buyers 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 


A charge must be taken against a family members' property for which additional 
costs will be incurred. 


Helping dreams 
become reality 



YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
THE HOME OF YOUR FAMILY MEMBER MAY ALSO BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 
REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

We only offer advice on our own mortgage products. All applications are subject tc 
valuation and our lending policy at the time the application is made. Terms and conditions apply. 
Tipton & Coseley Building Society, 70 Owen Street, Tipton, West Midlands, DY4 8HG. 

Telephone 0121 557 2551. www.thetipton.co.uk. 


tipton 


& coseley building society 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 


“thefastticket 


PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.355 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

G 

3 

c 

H 

5 

N 

W 

M 

8 

z 

V 

10 

U 

11 

K 

12 

Q 

13 

O 

14 

L 

15 

E 

16 

A 

17 

Y 

18 

B 

19 

P 

20 

s 

21 

X 

22 

T 

23 

R 

24 

D 

25 

1 

26 

J 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 


1. Supports the 
defenders on the 
field (5) 

4. Operates the 
hoisting device and 
stops (5,2) 

8 & 9Ac. Express 
opinions on the 
radio? (3,4,5) 

9. See 8 Across 

10. The infant has 
nothing to use as a 
trumpet (4) 

11. Select fish for 
preserving (8) 

13. Strike a kind of link 

(4) 

14. Kitty indicates the 
lido (4) 

16 & 21 Ac. How the 
dutiful minister 
signs himself (8,7) 

17. In the Bible Saul 
conceals one of 
the patriarchs (4) 

20. The return of the 
Hebrew maiden 
will make one 
complain (5) 

21. See 16 Across 

22. Took up 
permanent 
residence and paid 
(7) 

23. Goes to war for 
financial rewards 

(5) 


Down 

1. What record- 
breaking jumpers 
do at Rogationtide 
(4,3,6) 

2. Leave the vehicle 
first - it’s put in the 
hold (5) 

3. Decline a piece of 
kitchen equipment 
(4) 

4. Part of the flower I 
split badly (6) 

5. Romantic 
entanglement? (4- 
4) 

6. Particular place is 
rearranged (7) 

7. They’ve already 
had some degree 
of success (4-9) 

12. One in authority - 
and that’s not just 
hearsay (8) 

13. Is it smoked by the 
great man in bed? 
(7) 

15. Not accustomed to 
mint (6) 

18. A bit of 
unceremonious 
language (5) 

19. One bird or a 
hundred on the line 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Sea (5) 

4. Go down (7) 

8. Envious (7) 

9. Wrong (5) 

10. Cook (4) 

11. Act imperiously (8) 

13. Cupid (4) 

14. Fair (4) 

16. Repulsive (8) 

17. Chief (4) 

20. Well done! (5) 

21. Incorrect (7) 

22. Ingredient (7) 

23. Terror (5) 


Down 

1. Unpleasant (13) 

2. Elude (5) 

3. Midday (4) 

4. Dictator (6) 

5. Roomy (8) 

6. Obvious (7) 

7. Noted differences (13) 

12. Despair (4,4) 

13. Rival (7) 

15. Whimsical (6) 

18. Conscious (5) 

19. Group of animals (4) 




3 




9 




9 


4 

3 

8 


5 

1 

1 




2 



4 

7 



2 



5 



4 


8 

5 

3 


4 


6 





7 



8 



6 

2 



7 
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3 

5 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Direction; 8 Rear; 9 Mini¬ 
skirt; 10 Pathos; 11 Aegis; 14 Links; 15 Nude; 16 
Easel; 18 Eats; 20 Infer; 21 Scale; 24 Parish; 25 
Schematic; 26 Dean; 27 Orangeade. Down: 1 
Propeller; 2 Castanets; 4 Isis; 5 Elite; 6 Take in; 

7 Oars; 9 Mouse; 11 Aisle; 12 Surf-rider; 13 Near 
thing; 17 Lilac; 19 Screen; 22 Leave; 23 Scar; 

24 Pied. QUICK - Across: 3 Speculate; 8 Omit; 

9 Interment; 10 Treads; 11 Trend; 14 Spoil; 15 
Time; 16 Lapse; 18 Mend; 20 Rogue; 21 Defer; 
24 Moving; 25 Excavator; 26 Lean; 27 Certitude. 
Down: 1 Loathsome; 2 Hidebound; 4 Pens; 5 
Clear; 6 Lament; 7 Tune; 9 Idyll; 11 Taper; 12 
Disguised; 13 Detergent; 17 Error; 19 Depart; 22 
Enact; 23 Axle; 24 Mood. 


Which ceremony takes place during the 
3rd week of July on the Thames? 

In which Dickens novel does the 
quotation ‘Barkis is willin’’ appear? 

In which country was the Rosetta stone 
found? 

In what sort of building would you find a 
rood screen? 

In which London park is Rotten Row? 


6. What sort of animal is a drongo? 

7. What is the former residence of the 
Moorish kings at Seville called? 

8. What is the Italian name of the city of 
Turin? 

9. Who was the youngest of the four 
Beatles? 

10. In which country was Israeli politician 
Menachem Begin born? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Delaware; 2 1962; 3 Alva; 

4 Out of condition to fight; 5 Scotland; 

6 Andrew Jackson; 7 Jezebel; 8 Kenyan; 
9 House sparrow; 10 1975. 

Niner: RESULTING 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

9717 gives a game, 

528869 gives a sport, 

9461683 gives another sport. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


iz 


MOTORSHOW 


REVIEW YOUR NEW 

REFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 
































































































































PROPERTY 27 


Spacious period property 
has a large rear garden 



AN individual property, 21 Barnett 
Street, Wordsley, is an extended pe¬ 
riod-style detached family home with 
a long mature rear garden. 

Being surprisingly spacious, it is for sale 
through The Lee Shaw Partnership at 
£239,950. 

With gas central heating and double glazed 
windows, it briefly comprises an entrance hall 
with a cellar off, a sitting room and a lounge 
opening to a dining room. 

There is also a breakfast kitchen with a range 
cooker and appliances, lobby and guest WC, 
landing, three double bedrooms (two with ward¬ 
robes), a re-fitted bathroom with a white suite, 
carport and block-paved driveway. 

For further information contact The Lee Shaw 
Partnership on 01384 287622 or visit the website 
at www.theleeshaw.com 




Modern, extended 
four-bedroom home 

A MODERN and extended four-bedroomed 
detached property in Cherry Hill Walk, 

Dudley, has a cul-de-sac location and an ex¬ 
tended living/dining room and kitchen. 

It is for sale through Your Move at offers 
over £260,000. The double glazed and gas 
centrally heated dwelling has an entrance 
porch, entrance hallway, front lounge, 
extended rear lounge/dining room, an ex¬ 
tended kitchen with wood-effect modern 
units, utility room and ground floor guest 
cloakroom. 

Upstairs are four bedrooms, en suite to 
bedroom one, and a bathroom. 

There is a rear lawned garden. 

Contact Your Move on 01384 455000 or 
visit www.your-move.co.uk website. 



Brindley Honda Halesowen 

have moved to West Bromwich 





Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR 

Tel: 0121 629 0990 


Nothing else has changed though! 

All the staff are now in their new positions at our other sites. 

So be it Sales, Service or MOT you require - you're still in the very 
capable hands of familiar staff with many years of Honda expertise. 

We are also offering an extensive range of courtesy cars or our free 
pick-up and drop-off facility when your car is having its service. 

For everything Honda call Brindley today 
Tel: 0121 629 0990. Web: brindley.co.uk/honda 


Branches also at Cannock and Wolverhampton 



Walsall Road 
Cannock 
WS11 0JP 

Tel: 01543 406609 


BRINDjJY 

Garages Group 


Keeping the West Midlands 
motoring since 1931. 



West Street 

off Stafford Road 

Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

Tel: 01902 690601 
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High standards at specialist 


The team at Dudley’s inde¬ 
pendent Land Rover service 
and used sales specialistis 
becoming used to seeing 
themselves on television. 

Black Country 4x4 Ltd regular¬ 
ly appears on Big Centre TV, the 
local TV channel for Birmingham, 
Walsall, Wolverhampton, Solihull 
and The Black Country. The team 
takes part in a programme entitled 
‘LandRovers Live’ with top triathlon 
star Sean Conway and will soon be 
featuring on the Discovery Chan¬ 
nel, once again with Sean. 

Black Country 4x4 Ltd regularly 
counts Sean amongst friends and cus¬ 
tomers. 

The Zimbabwe-born British endur¬ 
ance swimmer, author and profession¬ 
al photographer is a passionately keen 
Land Rover owner and enthusiast who 
often relies on Black Country 4x4 Ltd to 
repair and maintain his vehicles. 

Sean owns a Land Rover Defender 
and has recently purchased an origi¬ 
nal 1960’s ‘Landie’ Series 2 from Black 


Country 4x4 Ltd, which sells used Land 
Rovers as well as maintains them. 

Black Country 4x4 Ltd, is a small but 
friendly independent Land Rover and 
Range Rover service, repair and used 
sales specialist based in Dudley. The 
technicians concentrate entirely on 
maintaining and repairing Land Rover 
products, and everything from vehicle 
recovery and servicing to major re¬ 
pair work can be provided along with 
complete engine and transmission re¬ 
builds, refurbishment work and vehicle 
modification. 

Customers can take advantage of 
Black Country 4x4’s lower service and 
repair bills but still gain outstanding 
workmanship from a team of accom¬ 
plished and committed Land Rover 
enthusiasts. There’s a local vehicle 
recovery service, and with labour rates 
less than half the price found at most 
main dealers Black Country 4x4 has an 
excellent reputation for delivering good 
honest workmanship at highly com¬ 
petitive, value for money prices. Free 
inspections and winter checks can be 
provided, with these being performed 
in as little as 10 to 20 minutes. 


In a recent development, the team 
now offers a tyre fitting service for own¬ 
ers of any make or model of car and 
light commercial vehicle. A vast range 
of tyres are available and any size of 
tyre can be quickly sourced if not in 
stock at the time of your visit. 

Is your Land Rover ready to face the 
winter? Black County 4x4 Ltd offers a 
weather protection service which is 
proving extremely popular. 

As an Approved Bearmach Land 
Rover Parts Distributor, Black Country 
4x4 Ltd also provides a full range of new 
and used Land Rover parts through its 
busy Parts Shop. Many parts are sent 
right around the world, in one case as 
far as the Amazon rain forest, where a 
Land Rover broke down and needed a 
rear differential as quickly as possible. 
It took a two-day trek on horseback to 
reach the vehicle, and Black Country 
4x4 were the only people in the country 
that could help. 

For more information or call 01384 
484 853 or visit Black Country 4x4 Ltd, 
Unit B, Woodside Industrial Estate, 
Pedmore Road, Dudley DY2 ORL. A 
new website will be on the way soon. 


Kadjar wins green award 


Only two months after 
launching in the UK, the all- 
new Renault Kadjar is already 
picking up silverware, after 
collecting Best Crossover at 
the Next Green Car Awards. 

The brand-new family-sized cross¬ 
over won the environmental prize af¬ 
ter overcoming opposition from rivals 
including the Fiat 500X 1.6 MultiJet 
II, Honda HR-V 1.6 i-DTEC and Maz¬ 
da CX-3 1.5 Skyactiv-D. Kadjar was 
praised by judges thanks to its im¬ 
pressively low emissions of just 99g/ 
km of C02 - joint best-in-class - and 
fuel economy of up to 74.3mpg on the 
combined cycle (NEDC). 

Selection into the awards is driven 
by Next Green Car’s unique NGC Rat¬ 
ing which rates the environmental im¬ 


pact of all new cars on the market. This 
impact is considered alongside other 
factors including capability, suitability 
for purpose, impact on its sector and 
value for money to decide which mod¬ 
els are shortlisted for an award. 

Commenting on their decision to 
award the Renault Kadjar, the judges 
from Next Green Car said: “While it’s 
taken some time for a new King of the 
Crossovers to arrive, Renault’s All-New 
Kadjar easily takes the title. Efficient, 
comfortable, spacious and good value 
for money, the Kadjar raises the bar in 
the crossover segment.” 

Ken Ramirez, managing director, 
Renault UK said, “We’re delighted that 
the judges from Next Green Car have 
chosen the All-New Kadjar as their Best 
Crossover, recognising our newest ad¬ 
dition to the Renault family of cross¬ 


overs, not only for its environmental 
credentials, but also for its practicality, 
comfort and value for money too.” 

Since it arrived in the UK in Septem¬ 
ber, Kadjar has strengthened Renault’s 
presence in the crossover market - 
building on the success of its compact 
crossover sibling, the Captur. It is al¬ 
ready proving popular with the British 
car buyers thanks to its striking design, 
efficient powertrains, spacious interior, 
high levels of standard specification, 
best-in-class residual values and five- 
star Euro NCAP rating. 

Kadjar is available with two diesel 
and one petrol, efficient yet powerful, 
engines in manual or automatic with 
two- or four-wheel drive and four trim 
levels. It is priced from £17,995 with a 
four-year warranty and Renault Assis¬ 
tance package as standard. 




s 


WEATHER 

PROOFING 

£300 



Also part worn tyres in stock 



AS FEATURED ON LANDR0VERS LIVE 



• EXPERT & HELPFUL ADVICE 

• QUALITY NEW & USED PRODUCTS 

• COMPREHENSIVE STOCKS 
• FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES 

» WE BUY UNWANTED LANDR0VERS 


VEHICLE SALES 

Vehicles in stock for Winter 



Full Service Kits 

£134.99 £160.00 

TDi TD5 



CAN SERVICE ANY 4X4 




quality independent 




SERVICE KITS AVAILABLE FROM 


£ 11.99 


Unit L&B, Woodside Ind Estate, Pedmore Road, Dudley DY2 ORL I ^3 
14 4841 3 Email:sales@blackcountry4x4.co.uk °days 6 






✓Bumper scuffs ✓Kerbed alloys 


✓Paintwork scratches 


✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 
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More sport 
in the Vitara 

By John Griffiths 

Suzuki’s familiar Vitara was a bit of a trend¬ 
setter when it first hit the streets more than a 
quarter of a century ago. 

Back in those days it had little competition in the 
compact SUV sector, for people who wanted practi¬ 
cality with all-weather ability. 

Now, it seems, almost every major car maker is dipping its 
toes in what has become the fastest growing sector of the 
market. But a new lighter, sleeker and better equipped Vitara 
launched earlier this year is holding its own, and now a new 
secret weapon has been unveiled: a more sporty, high spec¬ 
ification version with turbo power. 

Prices haven’t yet been announced, but the new Vitara 
S is expected to come in at around £21,000 with Suzuki’s 
Allgrip four wheel drive system. The entry level 1.6 litre, two 
wheel drive version starts the new Vitara range launched 
earlier this year at £13,999. 

The new 1.4 litre ‘Boosterjet’ petrol engine is new to Su¬ 
zuki and with 140PS on tap it’s 17 per cent more powerful 
than its 1,600cc stablemate. That, naturally, makes the S 
version the quickest Vitara over the benchmark 0 to 62mph 
sprint with a time of 10.2 seconds - 1.3 seconds faster. 

But not many of us are interested in the traffiic light sprint: 
the big story is that the turbo engine has 220Nm of torque, 
41 per cent more than the 1.6 and that makes an impact on 
how the Vitara S drives in everyday situations. 

Unlike a standard petrol engine which needs revs to 
extract the power, maximum torque is available from just 
1,500rpm so it pulls strongly from just above tickover, cruis¬ 
es more smoothly and quietly, and has stronger in-gear ac¬ 
celeration for rapid overtaking. It feels more relaxed, with 
almost effortless progress. Motorway cruising is particularly 
quiet, adding to the refined and ‘grown up’ feeling of the car. 

Yet in spite of the advantages it is capable of averaging 
53.3mpg according to official figures - just Impg behind 
the less powerful 1.6. Suzuki’s engineers have carried out a 
range of other technical improvements to improve efficien¬ 
cy. Apart from your costs at the pumps, it means this most 
powerful and sporty Vitara has a C02 rating of 127g/km, 
pretty impressive (and tax efficient) for a four wheel drive. 

Suzuki’s Allgrip four wheel drive system is well proven. 
With the three position switch set to ‘Auto’ only the front 
wheels are powered to save fuel in normal driving condi¬ 
tions, with torque diverted to the rear axle only if the sen¬ 
sors detect slippage. Sport mode apportions power for 
best cornering performance on twisty roads, while ‘Lock’ is 
designed to ensure maximum traction on all four wheels in 
snow and mud. There’s also a hill descent control, which 
uses pulses of braking to keep the car at a crawl on steep, 
slippery slopes without tobogganing. All Vitara’s have ‘hill 
hold control’ to stop the car rolling backwards. With its 
new suspension system, ride and dynamics in the Vitara S 
are more car like than rock ‘n’roll SUV. While it still has the 
ground clearance and firm springing it needs to tackle tough 
off-road work it’s sufficiently well damped to smooth out the 
bumpier bits of a typical b-road. 

Cornering 

Steering is light enough for manoeuvring around town, 
but provides adequate feedback on the open road. Body roll 
is well suppressed so that brisk cornering isn’t an uncom¬ 
fortable business where the height of the vehicle (great for 
easy access and visibility) becomes a disadvantage, 

It’s combination of electronic stability systems, ABS and 
all wheel drive, were put to the test in a slalom and ‘avoid¬ 
ance’ test involving the sort of rapid changes of direction 
you’d make in an emergency. It was enough to convince 
journalists taking part that the Vitara was able to cope with 
the sort of situation you’d really rather avoid on the road. 

If the worst does happen, it has seven airbags and a body 
structure which enabled it to score a maximum five stars in 
the EuroNCAP crash tests. 

As you’d expect from a new sporting flagship model, 
there are visual clues which set it apart - notably the unique 
17-inch black alloy wheels prominent chrome grille and matt 
chrome wing mirrors. 

The Vitara range is well equipped as standard, and the 
S model is the flagship of the range, kitted out to premium 
saloon standard which makes its likely £21,000 price tag 
look even more competitive. It includes a seven-inch central 
touchscreen which controls the audio, navigation, and full 
smartphone connectivity systems. 

Suede seats, automatic air conditioning, automatic and 
self-levelling headlamps, electrically heated and adjustable 
door mirrors, front and rear parking sensors, a rear parking 
camera, electric windows, rear privacy glass and electric 
windows are among the highlights. All Vitaras have a fam¬ 
ily-sized 375 litres of cargo space, rising to 710 litres if the 
split/fold rear seats are folded flat. Roof rails are standard. 

The Vitara has undergone various makeovers but essen¬ 
tially it’s been around since 1988 and there’s a good reason 
for that: despite the growing competition buyers like it, and 
Suzuki has built up a strong reputation for reliability and cus¬ 
tomer service. 

Price, of course, always plays a part in buyers’ decisions 
so there will still be plenty going for the 1.6 litre petrol or die¬ 
sel engined options. But while the Vitara S with its 1.4 Boost¬ 
erjet engine is at the top of the range price-wise, it’s also the 
best equipped and sportiest version. And, arguably, offers 
the most refined driving experience too which will doubtless 
attract not only Suzuki drivers who want to change up, but 
converts from rival brands, too. 
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Double Glazing 


Building and Landscaping 


Gardening 


! METRO ALARMS 
! AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUIGES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping exoerience 

• Block paving ex P erience 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


£ 


DAVID ADAMSl 


ARPEN 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 


flooring, UPVC windows & doors 



30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


JUST 

DOORS 


All Types of Wooden 
Doors Supplied & Fitted 
Internal & External 
All Aspects of Carepntry 
& Garden Work 


Over 40 Years 
Experience Free Quotes 

07836 702482 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 


Building and Landscaping 


A JPOLLO u.l 

APOLLO G.C.L Are accredited with both Construction Line 
and CHAS. With a client satisfaction rating of 9.8 and a 
client base which includes Amazon UK and Broxap. 

We always strive to deliver customer satisfaction. 

So, call us for a free estimate if you require, groundworks, 
drainage, blockwork, brickwork, housing or office 
extensions, internal refurbishment or landscaping. 

0800 043 4455 


Double Glazing 


Misled Sealed Units? 


Hark (Kmmtry (Sla 2 tttg 


Contact VS for a FREf quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of Vih 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

/ &H&U244, eJJficiesU lAtUtd&tuA A d 
w w that 4AJO*tt c&bt the. easitlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 £ 

www.blackcountryglazinti.coni 

' n'MCHOHl.C* |FENSAj 



TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 - DAYTIME 
01384 572371 - AFTER 6PM 



Driveways 


* 


INTERLAY 

DRIVEWAYS LID 

Whether you require a Traditional or a 
Contemporary Driveway 
We Cater for all Budgets 

• Block Paving • Walls & Patios • Tarmac • Landscaping 
• Turfing • All types of Groundwork 
• Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs 

OFFICE: 0121 667 3449 01562 814580 
DIRECT 07490001616 LOCAL: 0845 626 2449 


WE’LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE! 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

r Free quotations available Over 20 years’ experience 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk ^ 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Winter- 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Fencing 


Fencing & Cates 


« 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 


013M 242891 or 17970 300586 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 


MBffelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmt 

local service call: V - 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


UNEVEN FLOOR? 

FLOORS MADE FLAT AND SMOOTH 

REPAIRS & IMPROVEMENTS TO TIMBER 
AND SOLID FLOORS 
FLOORS PREPARED READY FOR ANY 
FLOOR COVERING! 


FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 


PHONE MARK 
07770 686444 


Health & Beauty 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


• All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


Book your Free consultation today 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 


Loft Ladders 


The LoFt Ladder man $ 

Loft Ladders £11A 
fitted from 

New or enlarged hatches 
T&G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Luke on 

07779 118807 or 
01384 833025 

theloftladderman.com 
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Roofing 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


S HARRIS 

PLASTERING*^ 

SERVICES 

All aspects covered 

FREE QUOTES 
Call Steve 

07853 257230 


Gas Safe registered 120506 



Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter 

Special Offers: 
Now On! 


^ ..jveyou hadr^ 
‘ your boiler/fire 
decked for Carlr- 
, Monoxide?? , 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


Property Maintenance 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 



PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 


SPECIAL 

OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, 
Gutters, New Roofs/ 
Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work 
undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



► Gutters Cleaned 
From £15 

► Small Repairs 
From £15 

► Pointing Work 
From £15 




H 


fl0> TRUST 


MARK 


PREMIER 

ROOFING 

All aspects. 

New Roofs, Repairs, 
Facias & Gutters. 

Call: 0121 532 7601 
07875 387445 


www.rooferwestmidlands.com 


Quality 

uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 

Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 

No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 
0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY 5 2 YD 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro “ 
Insurance 

Registered with 



Membership 

omePro No 554518 


Skip Hire 



All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK 

SCRAP OARS 



MATHEMATICS 

Finding Maths difficult? Disappointing 
SCSE results? Need to refresh? 

One to one tuition, small groups available, 
increase confidence and improve skills. 
Qualified, experienced specialist Maths 
teacher now available daytime/early evenings 
to help Primary, Secondary and Adult learners. 
All abilities up to GC5E. 

Telephone 07712 427936 



To advertise your business and reach more than 56,000 potential customers... 
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sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... ^ 

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chronicle } 
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Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for 
a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton,returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give 
plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to upgrade. 
Plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 
Family Business & 
Monumental Masons 


I Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest 



Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 

www.nedowning.co.uk 

religious notices 


christadelphian 


THE WORK OF JESUS 
EXPLAINED Priest. December 
13, at 6pm, The Community 
Centre, High Street, Kingswin¬ 
ford, Or write to The Dawn 
(ref:KCE) 5 Station Road, 
Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 



ARM CHAIR electric riser recliner 
£295, matching armchair, £150, 
both as new and can deliver Will 
seperate. 01902 341611. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I-\. 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



jMflUMM/ 

FIAT DUCAT MOTORHOME 

1996, diesel, 5-berth, 

10 months MoT, 
only 19,000 miles, 
many extras including 2 
awnings plus all camping 
equipment. 

£10,000 ono. 

01384 892344. 

UNP! 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


mind, body & soul 


\ 

massage 

\_ 



Therapy & Massage Spa 


19, Hereward Rise,Halesowen,B62 8AN 

A unique fusion of 
Swedish, Thai & Japanese massage 
with Aromatherapy & Tai Chi relaxation. 

Call 07525 126700 


See us on www.youtimetherapy.co.uk or 
FacebookYouTime Spa 



VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables 
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall, WV9 
5DL. Sunday 13 Dec, 10-3. Karen. 
01384 277373 / 07938 123040. 


markets 

\__ 



COMICS & CIGARETTE 
CARDS 


Plus bubblegum and football 
cards such as A&BC, Barratt 
etc. Also comics and annuals 
required. Beano, Dandy, 
Marvel and other interesting old 
comics. Pre 1970 please. Will 
collect. Good cash prices paid 
for full collections. 

Text message to 
07938188610 



BUSH A127QW auto washer, under 
3 years old. £120 ono. 

01902 578658. 


or call 01952 253266 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


WANTED 

Retired toolmakers tools, lathe/ 
milling tools etc to add to my 
collection. 

No traders 

07572 549835. 



WANTED PRE 1950’S 
FISHING TACKLE 

By genuine collector. 
Reels, Tackle and 
Taxidermy etc. 

Other game Fishing tackle 
considered. 

Call Phil on 01952 290710 
or 07891 334411. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



KITCHEN UNITS For sale, cream 
excellent condition £250. 
Albrighton 01902 372649. 


KITCHEN UNITS For sale, cream, 
excellent condition £250. 
Albrighton 01902 372649. 


I-PHONE 5C blue, as new condition, 
all extras, plus box, £150. 01384 
863305 or 07970 841177. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 


Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 





S2HS 


(7 


! ! ^ 

building services 

v_ 


FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent con¬ 
dition. £85 can deliver. 

07340 911635. 



HOLLY WREATHS winter hanging 
baskets and tubs, from £2.50. 
01902 762500. 



A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrai n master67 @ 
hotmail.com 



All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 

ANYTHING COLLECTIBLE memo¬ 
rabilia antiques quirky old unusual, 
old fire arms, etc, etc. 01384 
484309. 07930 949337. 

BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 
wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 


DVD RECORDER REQUIRED BY 
DISABLED PENSIONER Must be 
in good working condition. 

.11 07906 087708, 



DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Roofing, Driveways & Landscaping. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


v_ 


alarms/security 


} 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 

carpet & upholstery 
v _ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


A BRILL CLEAN for your Carpets & 
Suite. O.A.P Discounts. Best 
Prices. Call Steve 07885 782448. 


^ computer repairs | 

DOES YOUR PC HAVE PROB¬ 
LEMS? Free advice, free callout, 
affordable. Open 8am-8pm. Call 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3468. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 



electrical 

\ 

\ 

services 



STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

*SPECIAL"&FFER*| 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 

for £695.001 


83 Portway Rd.Wednesbury, WS10 
Office: 01|k531 5250 < 
Mobile: 07866 137656 



A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARGAES/ SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456 / 
07711661135 

painters / ^ 

decorators 1 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 


A1 KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


Lucy.s 
Removal Co. 


Very Cheap, all areas, 
home or office. 24/7 

Text or phone Lucy : 07805 670549 

Prestige Removal Firm 

HIGH QUALITY /"!■■ 
HASSLE FREE MOVE 
Fully Insured quality vans. 

Call John 07802 876 876 or 
text info j.facer@hotmail.co.uk 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 




ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BICHON FRISE cross Chihuahua 
pups, parents can be seen, first 
injections, vet checked, de flead, 
wormed up to date. £325. 07508 
875377. 07910 539352. 

BORDER TERRIER cross Jack 
Russell, girl, 10 weeks old, £150. 
07572 687158. 

GERMAN SHEPHERD pup, 15 
weeks old, black and tan, wormed 
to date. 01384 78588. 

JACK RUSSELL puppies, Mom and 
Dad can be seen, small legs, tri 
coloured. £200. 01384 233910. 

ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS41LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am -4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs from 
owners, all areas (if they are vet 
checked/up to date with jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 

WE ARE ALSO NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR PET 
TAXI’S 

(No booking necessary). 


TILLY 

Two year old lurcher, staffie 
cross mongrel, lovely girl whose 
friendly affectionate and who 
loves everyone, people, 
children and dogs. 
Playful, travels well, in a foster 
home at the moment. 
01384 241034. 

OTHER DOGS AVAILABLE 



THIS SPACE 

PRommNin 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 



Business & 
k Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



BUNGALOW/OFFICE/ Yard/ 6 con¬ 
tainer. 2 large units, 1 with ramp. 
07836 780190. 



ACCOUNTANCY and Taxation 

Services for small business. 
Fixed Fees. Call 01902 343200 


6 

Property 





A TWO BED FLAT off Tettenhall Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 07770 660636. 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BILBROOK TWO BED end Terrace, 
GCh, £550pcm, available January. 
Details 07814 342299. 


DUDLEY AREA 

nice one bed flat to let, 

£110pw. 

Including Gas, Electric, 
Council tax and Water. 
No pets / Dss. 

07803 890908. 


great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 


THREE BED house, Brierley Hill 
area, CH, DG, £550pcm. Deposit 
required. 07976 781003. No Texts. 


THREE-BED SEMI Fordhouses, 
CH, DG, with parking, large garden, 
large kitchen. £570. 07817 712688 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 



*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 




















































































































































01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 33 


properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer we can 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped u.... . inm > 

■ Any condition UUy ylllll 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 


Wolverhampton properties 




Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 



full time - general 



Balfour ieatty 


Gas Engineers 

To work in the Black Country, Telford, 
Shrewsbury and surrounding areas 


As part of the GDSP contract, we provide National Grid with experienced Gas 
Engineers who have, as a minimum, CCN1 and MET1 qualifications with pipework 
and metering skills, plus the knowledge and capability to extend their skills to the 
required level. You will also need a clean driving licence. 

We will deliver a training package lasting approximately three months. The 
training will enable the successful applicant to reach National Grid's Emergency 
Service Provider (ESP) level. 

As a First Call Operative (FCO), you will work alongside Emergency Teams and 
are required to live in the proximity of the above areas so you can reliably 
respond within the set timescale when on call out. 

The job role is to provide emergency cover for gas escapes reported by the 
public. This means that you must be prepared to participate in a standby rota 
covering 24 hours in a 7-day week. 

Flexibility will be key to the job role. 

Once trained, your basic weekly hours will be 38.75 with various work patterns 
including shift/stagger and standby. 


Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 





NEWS DELIVERERS 


There will be an initial training rate of £11.00 per hour and, on completion of 
training, the rates will increase to full FCO rate ranging from £13.03 per hour to 
£24.95 per hour, and there are additional standby payments. 


If you, or somebody you know, are interested, please send your CV before the 
closing date of Friday, 15th January 2016 to christopher.thornton@bbusl.com 


Alternatively, call 07890 256566. 


required for DY9-9 , DY9-0 and 
DY9-7 Pedmore areas 
of Stourbridge 
Please contact 

Customer Services 
on 0800 174064 





KIDDERMINSTER 
TOWN COUNCIL 


CLERK AND 
RESPONSIBLE 
FINANCIAL OFFICER 

£42k to £45k (full time; part-time working 
also available, minimum 22 hours) 

This exciting post offers you the chance 
to be involved in establishing and driving 
forward the vision for England’s newest 
Town Council. 

For more information, see the full details 
at www.wmjobs.co.uk or 
email hr@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 
Closing date: Thursday 7 January 2016. 
Final interviews will be held on 
Monday 25 January 2016 
in Kidderminster. 


An exciting opportunity has arisen for an enthusiastic, 
accomplished and self-motivated Manager to join our team. 

Based in new state of the art premises in Stourbridge, 

West Midlands, Lion Health is a highly performing organisation I /’**•■* 
that delivers high standards in clinical care and which values it's 
staff and 25,000 patients. M 

To fulfil the role of 

Assistant Practice Manager 

we are looking for an individual who can exhibit the necessary interpersonal 
skills to motivate, influence, manage and lead our non clinical teams, ensuring 
smooth day to day running of the Practice. This will involve the ability to 
effectively problem solve, both administrative and personnel issues to arrive at 
optimal outcomes for the Practice. This will be a challenging and rewarding post. 
Applications to be submitted to cathryn.bateman@dudleyccg.nhs.uk via email. 
Informal visits to the Practice are welcome. Salary will be commensurate with 
qualification and experience. 

Closing date for applications is Sunday 13th December 2015. 

Interviews will be held on Thursday 17th December 2015. 




Motoring 




|ELUNGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


^ALj 

01902 317878 


CHEVROLEX MATIZ, 07 plate, blue, 
5 door, 10,165 miles, 12 months 
MoT, very good condition, £1,500. 
Telephone 07974 501384. 

FIAT GRANDE PUNTO, 08 reg, 1.21, 
5 door, 51,257 miles. Midnight blue. 
6+ months MoT. Excellent condi¬ 
tion for age. £2,000. 07508 610350. 


HONDA CRV EXi-VTECH 

2007 reg, good condition, 89k, 
black, MoT service history, top 
spec, any trial welcome, 
unleaded, 

£6,600. 

07740 820154. 


HONDA CRV-ICDTi 2009, manual, 
EX model, MoT, FSH, Silver, 70K, 
£8,600. 

07813 482125. 

MAZDA 6 TACUYA 2.2 Diesel, 12 
plate, 1 owner, MoT, only 16,000 
miles, immaculate, half leather, 
£11,750. 01384 832702. 


OLDFIELD AND SON VW Polo 1.6S 
2007, Black finish: £2,495. Peugeot 
307S, 2007, Black finish: £1,595. 
Vauxhall Zafira, 2005, Black, 7 
Seater: £1,495. 07913 981460. 


HYUNDAI iX35 

GDi style, 2012 model, 1.6 
engine, 5-dr, SUV, blue, full 
electrics, hated seats, voice 
command, EW, EN, 6 speed, 
manual, FSH, immaculate 
condition. £7,995. 
7767162387. 



MINI COOPER 


2006, 102,000 miles, cream, 
fsh, alarm, 11 months MoT, 
central locking, pas, alloys, 
lovely clean car inside and out. 

£3,800 ono. 

07870 884108. 


MINI COOPER S 2008, 125,000 
miles, fsh, blue, half leather, MoT 
£3,995. 07596 439450. 



2014, 30k, auto, Est. 2.0CDTI 
195bhp bi-turbo, dealer fsh, 
warranty. HTD electric mem 
seats, privacy, Sat Nav, DAB, 
electric tailgate. 19ins alloys. 
BiXenon, LED run lights, 
sensors, immaculate. 

£14,000. 

07971 365912. 


VAUXHALL MERIVA 1,4i Exclusive, 
5-dr, 2011, low mileage, fsh, top 
class condition, £5,000 o.n.o. 
Bridgnorth 07802 395969. 


AUTOMATIC 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 
AUTOMATIC 

05 Reg, 3-Dr. Low costs. 
Excellent condition. 
Any trial before sale: 

£1,650. 


Telephone 07800 637961. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO Dynamic, 1.2, 04 rea., 
f.s.h. full MoT, blue, lovely condi¬ 
tion. £875 ono. 01384 440258 / 
07935 337167. 

FORD COUGAR V6 Manual, 1998, 
S Reg, silver, leather, full MoT, 
excellent condition. £750. 

01902 847906. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8, 2003, private 
plate, 53,000 miles, long MoT, 
excellent condition, £1,150. o.n.o. 
07411 958454. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8 With boot, 2002, 
immaculate, loads spent, well 
maintained, 10 mnths MoT £450. 
07852 691074 / 01384 231465. 

FORD FOCUS Zetec Est Diesel, 
2003 MoT Aug, 165k, good runner 
very reliable. Now reduced to only 
‘£650’. 07929 637868. Wombourne 

FORD KA 1.3 Engine, 2003 model, 
black, MoT, good condition. £395. 
07444 309906. 

FORD KA 52 reg, new MoT, clean for 
it’s age, 89,000 miles, drives well, 
£395. 07494 075563. 

MINI COOPER52 reg, full MoT, very 
good condition, excellent runner, 
£1,350 ono. 0121 558 6223. 

07712 737921. 

PEUGEOT 206 52 plate, MoT and 
service history, black, £800 ono. 
01562 755211. 

PEUGEOT406LTD Saloon, R reg, 1 
previous owner, serviced, new sus¬ 
pension springs, 5 months MoT, 
SH, £675 ono. 01902 419012. 

RENAULT CLIO EXPRESSION 1.5 
Diesel, 2005,106K, silver, 12 
months MoT, low tax, excellent 
condition £1,095 ono. 07511 
351657. 

ROVER 45 02 reg, 10 months MoT, 
new head gasket. £450 ono. 01902 
411467. 


ROVER 75 CLUB CDT 
TOURER 

2.0 diesel, CD player, Sat Nav, 
MoT March 2016, very clean 
condition, fsh, towbar fitted. 

£850 ono. 

Telephone 07791 372967. 


SUZUKI WAGON R 1.3 GL, 2001, 
MoT March 16, 85,000 miles, serv¬ 
iced, cam belt done, great little 
runner. £595 ono. 01902 897117. 

SUZUKI WAGON R 1.3 GL, MoT 
March 16, 85,000 miles, serviced, 
cam belt done, great little runner. 
£695 ono. 01902 897117. 

TOYOTA AVENSIS 1.8, W reg, 4 
months MoT, average mileage 
(150k), very reliable, nice condition, 
£400. 01902 685549. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Twinport, black 
5-dr, 05 reg, Facelift, 86,000 miles, 
FSH, very good condition. £1395. 
01902 650894. 07804 780221. 

VAUXHALL CORSA SXi, 1.2, 2005, 
blue, full MoT, good condition, 
£1,395 ono. 01902 375802. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 04 reg, 7 
seater, SH, cambelt changed, 
excellent, MoT’d. £995. 

07956 909034 / 01384 263333. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD TRANSIT VAN 

MWB, 2000cc, diesel, Y reg, full 
MoT, 117,000 miles, clean 
throughout, reliable runner. 

£1,450. 

07817 665278. 


MUST BE SEEN 


IVECO DAILEY 53 reg, 1 owner, 
137,000 miles, full MoT, £2,900 
plus VAT ono. 07977 512790. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



BMW R1100 RT MoT June, 20k 
miles with paniers & top box £2,100 
ono or exchange for clean, low 
miles 1200 Bandit. 07949 905959. 


HONDA CX500 1982, spares or 
repairs, £500. 

07850 742388. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 
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LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


JACK NAYLOR 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 6 Woods 
Lane Brierley Hill West Midlands DY5 
2QS, who died on 16/10/2015 are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before 
19/02/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

CHORUS LAW LTD 

Heron House Timothy's Bridge Road 

Stratford upon Avon CV37 9BX T458760 
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Personals 




AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 



SINCERE, HONEST, 
DIVORCED GENT 

Early 50’s, own home and car, 
wishes to meet lady, 40-55 for 
evenings out/in, holidays 
leading to a real LTR. 

Box Number P20155, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



WIDOWER 

74 years young gentleman, fit 
anct active, loves music and 
dancing, holidays in this country 
or abroad, many interests, well 
dressed, own house and car, 
very caring and loving to the 
right person. 

Write Box No. P20158 (WS), 
Shropshire Newspapers Ltd, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES 


YOUNG AT HEART MALE 

59 years young, GSOH, 
modern outlook, 5ft 11, 
slim/medium build, country 
loving, looking for lady 48-58, 
slim, attractive, non smoker 
who enjoys life. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 
Lets make Christmas magical!! 
Box Number P20153, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



COOKLEY SPORTS FC 


Football Players Required 


Year 9 or 10. 

For new progressive team 
with no weekly fees. 


Please contact Craig 
07977 936690. 



GORNAL ATHLETICS 
UNDER 7’S 


Looking for a 
****GOALKEEPER**** 

To join an established team. 
Training night is a Friday 
evening and match day on a 
Sunday. 

Al Baker 07813 912050 or 
Robert Derby 07468 514881 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


PLASTERER WANTED For ceilings 
and walls on house in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

Ring Carol 07938 878043. 



Exhibitionism is the first international exhibition 
charting the story of The Rolling Stones and will 
take over two entire floors of the prestigious 
Saatchi Gallery, next summer. 


Nine thematic galleries, over 500 original artefacts, and striking 
cinematic and interactive technologies will lead visitors through 
the band’s fascinating 50 - year history. 


FROM £149 95 

Two days departing 
Apr 16, May 14, Jun 18, 

Jul 23 and Aug 20 2016 

PRICE INCLUDES: 


It will feature original stage designs, rare guitars and instruments, 
iconic costumes, unseen video clips, audio tracks, personal 
diaries and album cover artwork. 

There will also be collaborations and work by an array of artists, 
designers, musicians and writers - from Andy Warhol, Shepard 
Fairey, Alexander McQueen and Ossie Clark and Martin 
Scorsese. 

Also enjoy some free time in London for shopping or sightseeing 
in the theatre district where the shops, market stalls and eateries 
of Covent Garden are just a short walk away, and the famous 
stores on Oxford Street and Regent Street are close by too. 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Admission ticket to ‘Exhibitionism - The 
Rolling Stones’ at the Saatchi Gallery 

• Free time in London 

• Services of a coach driver/tour 
representative 

• Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to 
Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
Pick-up points offered include Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall, Wolverhampton 





JOB 


SEARCH 


OVER 

Associated with 

Star Employment 

services ’ 

Express & Star STAR 

Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 
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Bright start 
is soon 
snuffed out 
for Tivs 

Tividale 1 Lincoln Utd 3 

ONCE again Tividale failed to 
make a bright spell last for the 
whole 90 minutes as they slumped 
to another Evo-Stik First Division 
South defeat. 

Debutant Tividale keeper Mihai 
Gherasim was called into action in 
the first minute to deny Ben Fair- 
clough. 

Robert Norris fired off target 
before Jack McGovern’s cross 
was somehow turned wide by Tiv¬ 
idale’s Jacob Barnes as the visitors 
pressed. 

Tividale responded and Tom 
Turton hit the bar before Chris 
Rabone was denied by Lincoln 
keeper Sam Vince. 

The hosts made a perfect start to 
the second half when a Jason Chil¬ 
ton free-kick was stabbed home by 
Chris Sterling. 

Malachi Farquharson wasted a 
chance to put Tivi 2-0 up and were 
made to pay when Nathan White- 
head cashed in on a slip by Gher¬ 
asim to make it 1-1. 

The goal seemed to deflate Tiv¬ 
idale and they fell behind when 
McGovern netted from close range 
and the victory was secured when 
a wind-assisted cross from Daniel 
Brookes sailed over Gherasim and 
into the net. 

Gherasim made some amends 
for his error and he came to the 
rescue with two brilliant saves. 

Lincoln made the game safe with 
15 minutes to go with a bizarre 
looking goal. 

The visitors then controlled the 
remainder of the game as Tividale 
never put enough pressure on the 
Lincoln defence to get something 
out of the game. 

The defeat leaves Tividale bot¬ 
tom of the table. 


First premier 
win still eludes 
Tipton squad 

Tipton Town 0 Dudley Town 1 

TIPTON Town are still searching 
for their first West Midlands Pre¬ 
mier Division win of the season af¬ 
ter slipping to a single goal defeat at 
home to Dudley Town. 

Dudley bagged the all-important 
goal on 10 minutes when tricky 
winger Christian Ekwealo capital¬ 
ized on a Tipton defensive error to 
fire home. 

Tipton responded far better there¬ 
after but the driving and rapidly 
swirling wind was the real winner, 
disrupting any pattern of play with 
it’s sheer force and sudden vagaries 
and changes of direction. 

Robbie Duffield came agonisingly 
near to salvaging a point for the 
hosts when his volley whistled just 
past the Dudley post with full-time 
just a couple of minutes away. 


week for chess 


Busy 

IT was a busy week for Stourbridge Chess Club 
which started with hosting a relegation rival in 
BDCL Division 4. 

Unfortunately Stourbridge blundered in at least 
one game and lost. 

The final score was 2 x h - 3Yz. 

This is a very bad defeat that leaves Stourbridge 
in the relegation zone.The club’s BDCL Division 3 
team are also in the relegation zone and visited high 
flying Mercia. 

Mercia were missing at least one player, so despite 
SCC’s board 1 being heavily out-graded it looked like 
SCC’s lower boards should have an advantage. 

Boards 5 and 6 finished first with draws. Mean¬ 


while, Dave Scriven on board 1 was level, John Fox- 
all was attacking on board 2, Julie Wilson was ahead 
on board 3 and Eric Horwill’s position on board 4 
looked good. 

Eric was next to finish with another draw. Three 
draws on the bottom boards was not in the plan. 

Scriven overlooked a pawn push on board 1 and 
lost after his opponent queened a pawn. 

With SCC now in danger of losing the match, John 
Foxall conducted a massive attack against Derek 
Perks. It was a joy to behold and delivered the full 
point to bring the scores level. 

Julie was still material ahead and trying to break 
through, but she had a very bad bishop that couldn’t 


players 

get into the game. As time slipped away her oppo¬ 
nent not only managed to hold his defences together 
but also generated a little bit of counter-play. 

With no time left they shook hands on a draw. 

This point has dragged SCC to one place above 
the relegation zone, but the team immediately below 
them has two games in hand. 

On a similar positive note to the division 4 team, 
a lot of SCC’s remaining matches are against fellow 
strugglers, although the next match is against ta¬ 
ble-topping South Birmingham. 

Wednesday brought much better results for Stour¬ 
bridge with 2 wins. 


Stour stand strong 
to take down Otlev 



Stourbridge winger Josh Trinham in the thick of the action during the match against Otley 


Stourbridge 25 Otley 8 

OPTING to play into the teeth of a 
gale first half, Stour put in another 
excellent defensive performance to 
hold Otley to just a three-point half¬ 
time lead. 

Stour’s starting XV went the distance 
without recourse to tactical substitutions, 
making better use of the conditions than 
the visitors. 

Otley made full use of their bench subs. 

The hosts would have secured a bonus point 
fourth try had they not squandered several op¬ 
portunities as the visitors tired but were happy 
enough to come away with the victory. 

With both sides struggling to adapt to the wind 
on a surface that held up remarkably well, the 
game went scoreless until the 19th minute when 
Stour tried to run ball in hand from their own 
half. 

Otley’s open side flanker Tom O’Donnell 
pounced, the ball was turned over and centre 
Mike Coady was through before the defensive line 
could form any kind of barrier to keep the visitors 
off the scoreboard. 

It took a further 10 minutes for Stour to get on 
the scoreboard, second row Chris Roddy stealing 
the visitors’ lineout throw deep in their 22 to set 
up a short set of drives that worked flanker Joe 
Carpenter over. 

Seasoned 

Otley weren’t to be outdone and Steve De¬ 
pledge restored the lead with a penalty, but with 
the wind worth 15-20 points, according to sea¬ 
soned observers, Stour’s coaches will have been 
the happier as the half-time whistle went giving 
both sides time to regroup. 

Stour came out determined after the break 
and were in business in the opening exchanges, 
of the second half a Chris Scott penalty levelling 
the scores. 

Otley worked hard in defence though, shutting 
Stour out for a further 20 minutes but at the cost 
of another Scott penalty, when a runner tried to 
break the siege by running a turnover from deep 
and then found himself isolated by hooker Billy 
Harding. 

A Scott Garryowen was fielded by Coady, but 
his wayward pass was picked off by Stourbridge’s 


No.8 James Rodley and it was there that Stour 
smelled blood. 

With the cover stretched, they moved the ball right 
to winger Ash Elvers who was brought down just short 
by the cover but the damage was done, and second row 
Chris Depper barged through to make sure he got the 
score near the posts. 

Otley hung on grimly, benefitting from some poor 
decision-making by Stour attackers, but their line was 


breached again when tired fingers spilt a pass deep in 
their 22, 

Stourbridge were then on the move with the turno¬ 
ver ball wide for centre Joe Heatley to score. 

This week the Stourbridge side travel to newly-pro¬ 
moted Sale. 

Then the week after, December 19, they host Luc- 
tonians for a pre-Christmas North Midlands county 
derby, kick off 3pm. 


Lions can’t 
contain the 
power of 
Veseyans 

Veseyans 32 Lions 14 

IT took just five minutes for the 
home side to get on the scoreboard 
with an unconverted try. 

The Lions fought manfully and 
put together several promising at¬ 
tacks, with Owen Williams again 
prominent at 10. 

In defence the efforts of Rich 
Pennock stemmed the home tide 
where he was supported by Alex 
Gormley and Remi Blake. 

Despite this the home side went 
further ahead near half-time with 
a penalty goal for an 8-0 lead, but 
a fine move less than two minutes 
later gave the Lions a try by Marc 
Merran near the posts, converted 
by Owen Williams. Against a 
strong wind and the slope in the 
second half, however, the Lions 
began to tire against almost con¬ 
stant attacks for the first 20 min¬ 
utes of the half. 

In that period three more tries 
were conceded, two converted. 
Though the Lions tackled and 
tackled the powerful Veseyans 
pack began to exert more pressure 
and the Lions’ scrum went back¬ 
wards. 

One of the home tries came from 
missed tackles down the middle as 
the Lions’ defensive communica¬ 
tion and organisation crumbled. 

Credit to the visitors though, 
with a minute to go and 32-7 down 
a dangerous aerial tackle on Ben 
Jeavons-Fellows, led to a penalty 
30 metres out from the home line. 

Courageously the Lions ran it 
and gained a small measure of re¬ 
ward for their efforts with a good 
Alex Gormley try. 

A brilliant conversion wide out 
against the wind by Williams gave 
the Lions some pride back at 32- 
14. 


Villa side can’t 
keep hold on 
lead at Saints 

Southampton 1 Villa 1 

VILLA’S winless run was extended 
to 14 matches as they failed to hold 
on at a Southampton side who en¬ 
tered the game on the back of three 
consecutive defeats. 

Joleon Lescott gave the visitors 
an undeserved lead and exceptional 
opportunity with a goal in the first 
half, but they remain bottom of the 
Premier League after substitute 
Oriol Romeu secured a 1-1 draw. 

After Wednesday’s 6-1 Capital 
One Cup defeat at home to Liver¬ 
pool, Saints manager Ronald Koe- 
man had spoken of his team’s lack of 
balance between defence and attack 
and his belief it may be necessary to 
alter their approach. 

The manager retained their fa¬ 
miliar 4-3-3 shape, only recalling fit- 
again captain Jose Fonte for Steven 
Caulker in central defence. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 10, 2015 
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Stour stand strong 
to blow otley away 
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Bragoli keeps Yeltz streak intact 


Clegg will 
continue as 
a Heathen 

MAX Clegg will stay in Cradley colours 
next season - and boss Will Pottinger 
has immediately challenged him to be¬ 
come the National League’s top rider. 

Clegg comes in on a 9.72 average and 
Pottinger is confident he can maintain 
that figure in what he feels will be the 
biggest year of his short short career so 
far. 

Pottinger, said: “Fve got no doubts 
whatsoever that Max has got what it 
takes to be the National League’s best 
rider. 

“He’s shown on numerous occasions 
what he is capable of and has contrib¬ 
uted a high proportion of points in many 
of our team victories over the last few 
seasons. 

“He did a very good job for us last 
year; I can’t recall too many meetings 
where he didn’t score double figures so 
he’s definitely proved himself at this 
level but now he’d like to be the best. 

“Max’s average does take up quite a 
sizeable chunk of the team’s points limit 
but at least we’re safe in the knowledge 
that we’ve got an out-and-out No.l who 
you can fully rely on as you know what 
you’re going to get from him.” 

Meanwhile, Clegg himself is delighted 
to be lining up for the Heathens - par¬ 
ticularly as they have moved back to 
Wolverhampton after a season at Bir¬ 
mingham. 

He said: “I always wanted to be back 
with Cradley - even more so when I 
knew they were moving back to Mon- 
more. 

“It’s a track I go well on and riding 
there every Monday with Wolverhamp¬ 
ton in the Elite League as well should 
do me good. Racing in all three leagues, 
with Edinburgh in the Premier League 
as well, is going to be something new for 
me but I’m confident I’m going to have 
a really good year with all my teams.” 

TD grab a share of 
the points after 
losing the lead 

Team Dudley 2 FC Stafford 2 

FC Stafford made the second of their 
four consecutive away fixtures and 
matched the result from the previous 
week. 

Stafford were without the service of 
Matt Bickley, Alex Barnfather, Matt 
Rhodes and George Kirkland from the 
previous week but we’re able to recall 
Lee Melvin, Ryan Brown and Sam Wa¬ 
terfall to the squad. 

The visitors had the first effort when 
Ben Smith saw his drive saved and then 
went close when Ryan Brown struck the 
post. 

Dudley took the lead from a corner 
just before the break but Stafford were 
level in the second half when Smith 
hammered home. 

Smith then fired Stafford in front from 
the penalty spot after Thomas Duffy had 
been fouled. 

But Stafford’s victory hopes were 
dashed when Nathan Jones fired in a 
fine free-kick. 

The game opened up as fresh introduc¬ 
tions for Dudley were accompanied by 
the arrival of Danny Clarke for Stafford. 


Halesowen Town 1 Hyde United 1 

DANNY Bragoli’s late equaliser extended Hale¬ 
sowen’s unbeaten league run to eight games. 

Malcolm Melvin made a solid home debut and 
on-loan Kidderminster Harriers duo Reece Hales 
and Keyon Reffell ended their two-month loan 
spell at the Yeltz. 

Hyde enjoyed the backing of the wind in the 
first half and created the better chances, although 
Halesowen ended the half happy to keep Hyde’s 
leading strike duo Scott Spencer and Ayrton 
Bevins - with 27 goals already to their name - 
relatively quiet. 


Stourbridge 0 Eastleigh 2 

STOURBRIDGE have now ex¬ 
ited the FA Cup at the sec¬ 
ond-round stage in three of the 
last five seasons, but for Gary 
Hackett and his team this de¬ 
feat hurt the most. 

While ties against Stevenage in both 
2011 and 2013 were approached in 
hope, the visit of Eastleigh to the War 
Memorial Ground was preceded with 
an air of optimism which, over the 
course of 90 minutes, did not prove to 
have been misplaced. 

The Glassboys were at least the equals of their 
higher-ranked visitors, but were denied a first- 
ever appearance in round three by an inability to 
take their chances. 

Most notably, top scorer Karl Hawley missed 
two glorious opportunities, first skying a finish 
over when clean through on goal with the game 
goalless and then, when his team trailed 2-0, see¬ 
ing his penalty - which might have sparked a late 
rally - saved by visiting keeper Ross Flitney. 

Yet there were numerous other occasions 
when crosses went fizzing around the visiting 
box, never dropping to anyone in a red and white 
shirt. 

Sailing 

The Spitfires, meanwhile, held their nerve in 
conditions more suited to sailing than football 
and when their chances arrived, snaffled them, 
taking the lead just before the hour-mark. 

James Constable reacted quickest after Lewis 
Solly could only parry Joe Partington’s header 
and then driving a stake through the heart of 
their hosts when Josh Payne doubled the advan¬ 
tage, 13 minutes from time. 

The south coast club had themselves never 
reached the third round before and celebrated 
the achievement in the manner you might ex¬ 
pect. Stourbridge, classy to the last, wished the 
victors well before no doubt reflecting on what 
might have been. 

A clearly-crestfallen Hackett described his 
players as ‘gutted’, but when the dust settles 


Football 


In early play Jordan Snodin’s fourth minute 
free-kick flew straight into the arms of Shaun 
Rowley and Melvin touched a right-wing cross 
into the arms of Hyde goalkeeper Edward Wil- 
czyski a minute later. 

The visitors deservedly took the lead after 57 
minutes when full-back Lee Neville blasted home 
on the edge of the six-yard box from Spencer’s 
right-wing cross, following earlier good work from 
Bevins. 

Halesowen had the benefit of the wind be- 


they will surely realise there is no reason to be 
sad, after a Cup run which has featured numer¬ 
ous special moments and once again catapulted 
a club which only a dozen years ago survived on 
gates of 150 in the fifth tier of non-league into the 
national consciousness. 

The presence of the BBC’s Football Focus pro¬ 
gramme, broadcast live from Amblecote, meant 
there was already a palpable air of excitement in 
the air long before kick-off. 

Yet when the match did get under way, it was 
clear the hosts had not been distracted by the 
hype as they went toe-to-toe with Eastleigh, who 
had the advantage of the wind in the opening half. 


hind them in the second half but only started to 
threaten late in the game. 

The Yeltz made a double substitution and the 
change paid off seconds later with a 75th minute 
equaliser when Bragoli cleverly back-flicked home 
at the far post from just a yard out after a cleared 
corner was played back to Jean-Michel Gueyes in 
the danger area. 

In a storming finish, Reffell cut in from left 
with low shot after 85 minutes and Melvin 
charged down the ball a minute later before lob¬ 
bing into the arms of Hyde goalkeeper Wilczyski. 

In the last minute Wilczyski made a good block¬ 
ing save from Gueyes at the far post. 


Skipper Stuart Pierpoint had already brought a 
save from Flitney and Kristian Green seen a shot 
deflected over when Hawley’s big chance arrived, 
eight minutes before the break. 

The striker was alone to race on to Ton Tonks’s 
lofted pass, but his first-time lob always looked to 
have a little too much power and so it proved, the 
ball clearing the bar by a couple of feet. 

Moments later, Constable pounced to put Eas¬ 
tleigh ahead and though Flitney’s penalty save, 
after Hawley had been tripped by Will Evans, 
ended hopes of a comeback, the game felt lost the 
moment Payne fired home the second. 


Myhill well 
impressed 
by Lloris 

ALBION keeper Boaz Myhill says Hugo 
Lloris’s save to deny Jonas Olsson was 
the best he’s ever seen. 

Shocked that the Spurs fans behind 
him didn’t applaud the Frenchman’s 
match-saving intervention, Myhill reck¬ 
ons it was two points dropped for Albion 
rather then one gained. 

Lloris denied Olsson from close range 
with roughly 15 minutes to go as the 
Baggies attempted to find a winner in 
an impressive second half performance. 

“I think I’ve seen the best save I’ve 
ever seen in real life,” said an obvious¬ 
ly-impressed Myhill. 

“You can’t legislate for saves like 
that. I was stood in front of the Spurs 
fans and I’m half turning around going 
‘aren’t you going to clap that?’ because 
that’s one of the best I’ve seen. 

“They must not have been able to see 
that far up the pitch. 

“It’s a great save, unfortunately we 
couldn’t get the win, but that’s three 
unbeaten now which is brilliant.” 

Lloris made the save at 1-1 after 
James McClean’s header had cancelled 
out Dele Alli’s volley in the first half. 

The ball travelled 50 yards before Alii 
volleyed it through Myhill’s legs and the 
keeper said the swirling windy condi¬ 
tions made decision-making difficult. 

“Warming up before the game I didn’t 
know what was going on,” said the 
Welsh stopper. “I was practising crosses 
and it was just a lottery, the ball was 
swinging around all over the shop and it 
just made it hard to read. 

“From my point of view, I just waited 
for it to try and work out where it was 
going to go and obviously one of their 
players has gambled and latched on to 
it.” 

Apart from the goal, Myhill was only 
called into action by Mousa Dembele and 
Erik Lamela. 

Grealish could be 
back in the fold 

REMI GARDE has revealed Jack Gre¬ 
alish will return to training with Aston 
Villa’s first team this week. 

The talented Grealish had been forced 
to train with Villa’s development squad 
as a punishment for being filmed in a 
Manchester nightclub hours after the 
4-0 defeat at Everton and amid allega¬ 
tions he also partied at a Birmingham 
hotel the following day. 

He again had no involvement in Sat¬ 
urday’s 1-1 Premier League draw at 
Southampton. 

But after he has played for the re¬ 
serves, Gardewill again consider the 
20-year-old for selection. 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
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GLASSBOYS CUP 
HOPES IN RUINS 



Chris Lait tries to escape from Joe Partington 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 


Domino’s 


Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY81JN 


01384 374666 


Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 11.30 am-11 pm, 
Fri-Sat 11.30 am-12 midnight 

Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date: 03/01/2016 


the COLLECTION A[md 

40% OFF 

ALL PIZZAS 

COLLECTION ONLY 

Discount applies to regular menu price 
Premium crust and base charged extra 


i/w WEEKDAY j/ma/ 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD 
+ COLESLAW 
(vMiiim iflW} 6 

£ 12.99 £ 14.99 

Mon-Thurs only. Pizza from the menu or create your own up 
to 4 toppings. Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 


thsSmHdsal 


ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+1 SUMPTUOUS SIDE 

SMALL +1 , “MEDIUM 

£13.99g^g G g g £16.99 


Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra. 

Any side excludes combos and 14/21 chicken portions. 


Ik SECOND PIZZA//W 

BUY ONE PIZZA* 
GET A 2ND FOR 

£5 

First pizza at regular manu price. 

Second pizza of equal or lesser value. 
Premium crust and base charged extra 


tkMMM 

£10 OFF 

WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE 
ONLINE AT WWW.D0MIN0S.C0.UK 

C0DE:TENDSKTH 

Discount applies at regular menu price. 

Excludes ice creams and 14/21 chicken portions 


A FAMILY/M4/ 

ANY 2 PIZZAS* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD + POTATO 
WEDGES + BOTTLE OF DRINK 

(yyisjdiitn 1 ok in’# 

£ 22.99 £ 25.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 










































